“A major contribution to the historiography of south-west Asia and of the British empire. . . .

Return of a King will come to be seen as the definitive account of the first and most disastrous
western attempt to invade Afghanistan” —New Statesman

“Few writers could go wrong with a story populated with so many villains, rogues, poltroons,
swashbucklers, spies, assassins and heroes. But none would make a better job of it than William
Dalrymple in this thrilling, magnificently evocative Return of a King”

—Mail on Sunday (London)
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=gV diﬁ > a “Brilliant. . . . The fullest and most powerful
K’ﬂ % {1: 1 description of the West's first CIICOUI}])IGI' with
Afghan society.”
—The New York Times Book Review
“Magnificent. . . . [Dalrymple’s] histories
. read like novels. . . . This latest book delights
[ ﬁ ] ﬁﬁ 2 ﬁmﬂgﬁ YEdh— and shocks.”
—The Wall Street Journal
/ “Masterful. . . . Dalrymple makes an
(I 83 S) 2! [842) important contribution by including recently

discovered Afghan accounts of the war.”

—The Washington Post
“A masterful history. .. "
@ %ﬁ ?% 23 % —The Economist

“At once deeply researched and beautifully

I paced, Return of a King should win every
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