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Abstract

This book, a collection of theories regarding urban development transition, is based on a
series of practical works concerning city betterment and ecological restoration (CBER)
in Sanya. The goal of the book is to carry out the instructions of the central government
and explore a path to implement the work of city betterment and ecological restoration in

this stage of development in transition.

The book is divided into five chapters: values, planning, practice and governance. Firstly,
it defines the basic value of city betterment and ecological restoration, which is to reform
natural habitat, revive economic vitality, rebuild good governance, regain cultural identity,
reshape the spirit of place and reconsolidate services and facilities. Secondly, it proposes
methods and strategies for city betterment and ecological restoration that includes
upgrading urban environment, improvement of urban function, restoration of urban energy
and enhancement of urban ecology through the work of urban design. Thirdly, the book
investigates the common problems present in many Chinese cities that Sanya reflects in
its current stage; then, it puts forward solutions based on an integrated multi-disciplinary
approach through eight typical practical cases in Sanya. Fourth, it states that the work
of city betterment and ecological restoration is not only an engineering undertaking,
but also a process to reframe social governance. It also proposes implementation
suggestions regarding how the work is led by planning, supported by design, integrated
by government, participated by citizens, carried out according to the laws and regulations,
and mobilized with the whole society and so on. Fifth, in the conclusions, it is argued
that holistic urban governance be the essence of the Policy CBER, and urban planners

play the conprehensive roles of leading and coordinating the implementation of the Policy.

This book is not only for urban planning, urban construction and other related

professionals, but also for urban management and government personnel reference.
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