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Academic and Research Information Service in the
Age of Internet Plus

YangLe(# &)

Texas Tech University

[Abstract] Internet Plus is an emerging research topic in China since the Central Government
endorsed this initiative to integrate Internet and mobile technologies with traditional fields.
Traditional academic and research library services have been vastly carried out by Internet
technologies, rather than being transformed to innovative services. This article outlines the
development of Internet studies, Internet Plus, and the challenges that traditional library services are
facing. The author then introduces how innovative services can be integrated with Internet
technologies in the field of academic and research information services, and illustrates the two
frameworks by technological projects and system design. The author hopes that academic and
research libraries in China can make use of this great opportunity of Internet Plus campaign to
develop advanced innovative services and complete the transformation.

[Keywords] Internet Plus; Internet+; Innovative Information Services; Academic Library;
Research Library; Internet Technologies; Digital Technologies; Data Management

Introduction

Traditional library services have faded as a result of the new services made possible by
digital technologies!'!. It is time for academic librarians to scrutinize the subtle changes caused by
the growingly distinct user needs and constantly-update Internet technologies in this highly
connected world. It is key for scholars to develop a blueprint to help identify and transform
academic and research libraries (ARL), as well as other types of information service organizations
for the future of academia and social construction in general.

Internet Plus was put forward by the China’s Prime Minister in his Government Work
Report and officially documented as a guidance for subordinate govemmentsm. The concept
aims to serve as an economic stimulus and an action plan to guide the development of the
Internet’s integration with traditional areas for the coming decades, including but not limited to
manufacturing, healthcare, finance, education, transportation, and governmental services™ .
Since then Internet Plus has become one of the hottest search terms on the Internet. Through the
largest Chinese online search engine Baidu.com, searching “Internet Plus” brings back more than

Yang Le, e-mail: yanglegd@gmail.com.



