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The Hutong Culture

There are three thousand and six hundred Famous hutongs, but the
unnamed butongs are countfess
-
g &
= o@o ‘2 @3
The Origin of Hutong #ENIRIE__-

In Beijing, hutongs are
alleys (/\#) formed by lines
of siheyuan, traditional cour
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tyard residences. Many neig-
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joining one siheyuan (T4 5%)

to another to form a hutong
and then joining one hutong

to another

In the dynasty times, the large siheyuan of high-ranking officials
and wealthy merchants (A often featured beautifully carved and
painted roof beams and pillars and carefully landscaped gardens.
The hutongs they formed were orderly, lined by spacious homes and
walled gardens. The siheyuan of commoners (& #1 were far smaller
in scale and simpler in design and decoration, and the hutongs wera
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narrower.

The term “hutong” appeared first during the Yuan Dynasty,
and is believed to be a term of Mongolian fanguage originally (£ #1
meaning “town wells”

Hutongs represent an important cultural element of Beijing.
Thanks to Beijing’s long history and status (Hi{i1) as capital for six
dynasties, almost every hutong has its anecdotes (H0i]), and some
are even associated with historic events,

In contrast to the court life
and elite culture represented by
the Forbidden City, Summer Pala
ce, and the Temple of Heaven
the hutongs reflect the culture of
grassroots Beijingers, The hutongs
are residential neighborhoods
which still form the heart of Old Beijing
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The Impression of China



01. PEIHERIR

Introduction of China

There is a dragon in the ancient East, her name is China.

HENKTE L, ENBFHYPE,

¢
°§;° The Landform of China EPH@

Covering approximately (A
£49) 9.6 million square kilometers,
China is the world's second-larg-
est country by land area, and
either the third or fourth-largest
B Dy total area, depending on the
" method of measurement (Il ).
China’s landscape is vast and diverse, ranging from forest steppes and
the Gobi and Taklamakan Desert (32525733 F703%) in the arid north
to subtropical forests in the wetter south. The Himalaya (& &7 #
LLI), Karakoram, Pamir and Tian Shan mountain ranges separate China
from South and Central Asia. The Yangtze and Yellow rivers, the third-
and sixth-longest in the world, run from the Tibetan Plateau to the
densely populated eastern seaboard. China’s coastline along the Pacif-
ic Ocean is 14,500 kilometres long, and is bounded by the Bohai, Yel-
low, East and South China seas.



China’s climate is mainly dominated by dry seasons and mon-
soons (MZ=), which leads to pronounced temperature differences
between winter and summer. In the winter, northern winds coming
from high-latitude areas are cold and dry; in the summer, southern
winds from coastal areas at lower latitudes are warm and moist. The
climate in China differs from region to region because of the coun-
try’s highly complex topography.

China is home to at least 551 species of mammals (I§ZL 50
#1), 1,221 species of birds, 424 species of reptiles and 333 species of
amphibians (F#z147) . China has over 32,000 species of vascular
plants, and is home to a variety of forest types. Cold coniferous for-
ests predominate (5 KX % %%) in the north of the country, supporting
animal species such as the elk (B2 ) and the Asian black bear, along
with over 120 bird species. Tropical and seasonal rainforests, though
confined to Yunnan and Hainan Island, contain a quarter of all the an-
imal and plant species found in China. China has over 10,000 record-
ed species of fungi (EL &), and of them, nearly 6,000 are higher fungi.

China officially recognizes 56 distinct ethnic groups, the largest
of which is the Han Chinese, who constitutes about 91.51% of the total
population. The Han Chinese-the world’s largest single ethnic group —
outnumber other ethnic groups in every provincial-level division ex-
cept Tibet and Xinjiang. Ethnic minorities account for about 8.49% of the
population of China, according to the 2010 census.The 2010 census re-
corded a total of 593,832 foreign citizens living in China.The largest such
groups were from South Korea, the United States and Japan.

Now, China had the largest and most complex economy in
the world for most of the past two thousand years, during which
it has seen cycles of prosperity and decline. Since the introduction
of economic reforms (2L &) in 1978, China has become one of the
world’s fastest-growing major economies. As of 2013, it is the world’s

=¥ | 0 Jo1deyd

bH)

eulyD Jo uotssasdwiy ay |\ &



BHY = i I

3|

second-largest economy by both nominal total GDP and purchas-
ing power parity (PPP), and is also the world’s largest exporter
and importer of goods. China is also a member of numerous for-
mal and informal multilateral (£i/1#9) organizations, including
the WTO, APEC, BRICS, and so on. China is a fast-developing country
and has been characterized as one of potential superpowers.
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