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Preface

More than a hundred years ago, China was still an
empire ruled by the feudal autocracy for more than two
thousand years. The corrupted imperial court adopted a close
door policy, however it was still invaded by foreign powers
which led to social unrest. Gradually, China was reduced
to a semi-feudal and semi-colonial country, with people’s
lives in dire straits. Consequently, people of insight rose
up successively, one stepping into the breach as another
fell, to seek ways to save the country. Started with the
Westernization Movement, then a hundred-day reform, a
series of Westernization reforms all ended in failure, failing
to save an aging and backward feudal empire. While the
3 + 29 Uprising in Guangzhou in 1911, rang the death knell of
the feudal monarchy and opened the door to the democratic
republic. However, revolutions would always experience
setbacks and failures. After the failure of the uprising, the
remains of martyrs were abandoned in the wilderness of
Guangzhou. Pan Dawei, a member of the United League,
volunteered to go to the charity organization to get ideas,
funds and support for burying the revolutionary martyrs died
in 1911. Therefore, we would say “the new ghosts in front
of the Provincial Assembly were recorded on the memorial
tablet in Huanghuagang.”

Today, the place where the bones in loyal souls were
buried, have been maintained and expanded to a grand
cemetery covering 130,000 square meters, with the
donations from the overseas branches and members of
the United League as well as the funds from the people's
government. For the last one hundred years, all the cemetery
renovators have respectfully devoted themselves to
construct it to a solemn and magnificent cemetery, so as to
comfort the souls of the martyrs and carry forward the great

spirit of the Revolution of 1911.

In the 72 Martyrs Cemetery in Huanghuagang, not
only the 72 martyrs killed there were buried, but many
revolutionary philosophers, who had followed Dr. Sun Yat-
sen to overthrew the feudal monarchy and pursue national
rejuvenation in the early days of the Republic of China, were
also buried. A total of other 16 revolutionary philosophers
were buried there, including Shi Jianru who was called “the
second fighter who laid down the life for the Republican
Revolution” , Yang Xianyi who was named “Father of
the Chinese Revolutionary Air Force” , Feng Ru who was
called “Father of the Chinese Aviation” , and Army Admiral
Deng Zhongyuan. They were all heroes of the world who
either had distinguished service or even sacrificed lives in
the battles. With such a number of famous martyrs buried
here, this cemetery means the same as a history of the
1911 Revolution. While Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Hu Hanmin, Zhang
Binglin, Zou Lu and other coetaneous famous political figures
have once left handwritten inscriptions here, enriching the
humanistic connotation of the cemetery.

While the later generations worship the cemetery,
they would worship and mourn the heroes in the past days,
and also feel grateful for the wonderful life at present. The
11 monuments which we can see in the corridor were all
erected by the later generations for memorizing the martyrs,
while the martyrdom of them was recorded by historians.
Among the history books, there were A Brief Record of
72 Martyrs and A Record of March 29th Revolution in
Guangzhou in 1911 written by Mr. Zou Lu, the latter of which
was engraved in a large stone monument and then stood
behind the tombs of the 72 martyrs in Huanghuagang. In



addition, Huang Xing and Mo Jipeng also described the revolutionary’s
deeds in uprisings, which were also written down. There are also
scholars who have studied the construction of the cemetery, but few
have worked on the art and technology of the buildings in the park,
while this few articles only appearing in corners of newspapers, or in a
book have not been compiled into a book.

During the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China,
the Chinese and Western thoughts were stirred up. At one time, the
Chinese traditions and the Western styles were mixed, forming a
remarkable characteristic of that times, among which the distinctive
architectural art was passed down to the present day. The buildings
and tombs in the 72 Martyrs Cemetery in Huanghuagang, built at that
time, carried characteristics of that era, and reflected the inspiration
and beauty of the designers influenced by the mixture of these two
cultures. As a result, buildings in the cemetery have become a treasure
among the modern Chinese architectures, and have a high academic
and artistic value for the study of modern Chinese architecture as well
as the integration of Chinese and foreign cultures in the 20th century.

With the development of society, in recent years, the revitalization
of historical buildings has become a hot spot, while the architecture
of the building during the Republic of China, due to its blending of
Eastern and Western cultures, shows a unique and distinctive style,
and is now a cultural landmark and feature landscape in cities in China,
more and more loved by the public. However, although the viewers
are a lot, they are mostly looking through them. Where does the
beauty lies? What are their characteristics? For the general public,
more of them only focus on the visual feelings on the surface.

In view of this, Guangzhou Huanghuagang Park entrusted Cheng
Jianjun, professor of the Institute of Architectural Cultural Heritage
Protection Design of South China University of Technology, working

with his team to investigate and analyze the cemetery, and finally they
finished writing this monograph. From fields like spatial distribution,
single building technology, artistic features, etc., this book aims to
provide an angle for appreciating the beauty of the building, to help
people better understand the wisdom and ingenuity of the designers
in building this cemetery at that time as well as the artistic beauty of
the cemetery building.

This monograph fills the gap in the study of cemetery architecture.
For the first time, it analyzes the layout and architecture of the
cemetery from the perspective of architecture in a professional way,
thus laying the foundation for the architectural study of the 72 Martyrs
Cemetery in Huanghuagang.

This monograph is a collection of references and materials
which integrates exchanges and changes in Chinese and Western
architectures during the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China.

This monograph has created a precedent for the study of the
architectural features of martyrs’ cemetery in China, providing a brand
new perspective and reference for the historical relic protection unit
in China on activating the usage of historical relics and excavating its
artistic value.

| S ?;%‘

Leland Kuo-Hsiung Sun, Great Grandson of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen,

Founder & Chairman of Sun Yat-Sen Center Foundation
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