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Preface to the Revised Edition

After the first edition of this book was published by the
Nanjing University Publishing House in December 1991.
quite a few readers wrote us, suggesting that Pearl Buck
should be popularized not just because she was the laureate
of the Nobel Prize in Literature of 1938 and her main prize —
winning novels were epics of Chinese rural society, but also
because she devoted her whole life to the cultural exchange
and friendship between the peoples of China and the United
States. Publishing books of this kind to popularize such a ”
human bridge between Oriental and Occidental civilizations”
as Pearl Buck, who took China as her second motherland
and Zhenjiang as her second hometown. may help more peco-
ple understand and evaluate her justifiably and historically.

In their letters, some enthusiastic readers provided us
with great encouragement and made valuable suggestions.
So we decided that Mr. Liu Lung do some revisions and ad-
ditions to this book. Therefore, in the First Chapter Pearl
Buck and Zhenjiang we have added two sections :Setbacks in
Marriage and Mrs. Buck. In the Second Chapter Pearl Buck
and Chinese VIP we have included the facts related to such
famous figures as Confucius, Hu Shi, Chen Duxiu, Mao Ze-
dong, Zhu De, Mei Lanfang and others, who were men-
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tioned more than once in her autobiography and other
books. In the Appendix we have added Index of Books and
Papers on Studies of Pearl Buck in .C'hina, which might be
useful to the interested readers and experts for their refer-
ence in research work.

During the process of revising this book we realized
that the materials, especially the historical facts, were so
difficult to collect, and, therefore, the materials collected
were extremely valuable, since many of them had not been
well kept or had sunk into obllvxon. For instance, a lot of
people know that Pearl’s former residence is situated on the
Dengyun Hill in the suburbs of Zhenjiang City and has now
become a part of the Semiconductor Factory, while very few
people know the house on the Runzhou Hill where she spent
her first 15 years of life. It was pulled down in 1914 while
expanding the campus of the Runzhou Middle School; and
there were even no pieces of pictures, writings or oral infor—l
mation about it. We can only depend on the materials com-
ing from the United States as thé only source of informa-
tion. If we had not accumulated and kept the materials years
ago, it would have been very difficult to compile this book.
Among the students of Pearl Buck’s there are very few still
living. Mr. Xu Guomao, the financier of nationwide fame
and the member of the Standing Committee of Shanghai
People’s Political Consultative Conference, Professor Dai
Anbang, the former Chairman of the Chemistry Department
of Nanjing University, Professor Li Meiyun of the Educa-

B



tion Department of Nanjing Teachers’ University. Ms. Mu
Shuqing and Ms. Yin Zhenzhu(residents in Zhenjiang) have
provided Mr. Liu Lung, the editor-in-chief of the School
History of Chongshi Girl Middle School in Zhengjiang. with
valuable facts and information about Runzhou Middle
School, Chongshi Girl Middle School and about when. how
and what Pearl Buck taught in these schools. But these el-
derly people are all over ninety and are unable to remember
things clearly. We feel extremely sorry that Ms. Yin Liyun
and Ms Yin Lili passed away just after they provided us with
the first clues; we even had no chance to revisit and thank
them.

In recent years, the Zhenjiang Municipality has done a
great deal to popularize Pearl Buck and promote other cul-
tural activities ,which has awakened the consciousness of the
residents to protect local historic relics. After the graveyard
of Pearl Buck’s mother and brothers was ascertained and the
first edition of the book was published, Mr. Li Zanyang of
Zhenjiang Revolutionary Martyrs’ Mausoleum informed us
that they discovered some fragments of a gravestone in-
scribed with English words. Though it turned out to be a
gravestone for somebody else, we are still convinced that
Pearl Buck’s vestiges will surely be found. as soon as people
have the desire and responsibility to rescue and protect his-
toric documents and cultural relics, thus preserving the hon-
or of the famous historic city and benefiting the future gen-

erations.
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From her 40 year of association With Pearl, Mrs. Helen
Snow, the old friend of the Chinese people, is strongly im-
pressed with the deep friengly feelings shown by Pearl Buck
toward the Chinese people. On April 14, 1992, when Xu
Heping, a Chinese scholar from Zhenjiang, paid a visit to
her, Mrs. Snow said, ”Pearl Buck was the first bridge be-
tween the East and West, but she was treated unfairly in
China. The reevaluation of Pearl Buck shows that China has
now progressed.” All friends from home and abroad includ-
ing Helen Snow welcome and appreciate the recognition and
reevaluation of Pearl Buck that is taking place in China re-
cently. This helps develop the friendship between China and
the United States. As a symbol of this, Zhenjiang and
Tampe,a U. S. city, have become sister cities. In October
1992,the two cities joined their hands to open the newly-re-
paired Pearl Buck’s former house and named it the House of
Association with Foreign Countries. It has received many
groups of visitors from various parts of the world this year,
and has been included into the List of Historic Relics To Be
Preserved. We can say that the Chinese people, especially
the Zhengjiang residents, cherish the deep memory of Pearl
Buck and treasure her friendship. The China Youth Publish-
ing House has published the fiction based on actual events
and written by Liu Hongwei The Love for China
of Pearl Buck and Yunnan People’s Publishing House has

A story

published the academic work Studies on Pearl Buck, which
is compiled by Liu Lung and covers 400,000 Chinese charac-
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ters. Both the books reflect the friendly feelings of the Chi-
nese people toward the U.S. people, and meet the neceds of
the time. They also indicate that the two publishers have
shown the keen insight and courage to put the social benefit
in the first place. Thus, the historical misunderstanding of
Pearl Buck has finally begun to clear up. We Chinese schol-
ars, however, still have a long and arduous way to go before
people can recognize and evaluate Pearl Buck fully and ob-
jectively, since this is a systematic and comprehensive social
project. By publishing this revised edition we have the pur-
poses to p’ublicizé the origins of ties between Pearl Buck and
Zhenjiang and do our best to complete this social project and
recover Pearl Buck’s place in history. We sincerely hope
that the departments and institutions concerned attach e-
nough importance to this matter and organize translators.
publishers and critics so that her one hundred books or
more, one thousand speeches and ten movies and TV films
will possibly be translated and published. And hopefully.
some research institutions will be established to support the
‘work of scholars. If this is done, the Chinese reading public
will have more opportunity to know Pearl Buck, and the
Chinese researchers will no longer be short of information in
their areas of study, thus their conditions of work will be
much improved.

We hope that the whole world will experience the
friendly feelings cherished by the Chinese people for their
friends, which will help promote the cultural exchange be-
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tween China and other countries and bring about the pros-
perity and development of culture in China.

We would like to express our cordial thanks to the
alumnae and alumni from home and abroad: the centenarian
Ms. Mu Shuging and Jiang Meibao ( Xiaoxuan ), Chen
Rongyih, Yin Wenjing, Huang Zheng, Ouyang Meizhu sis-
ters, Xu Yuanjie, Wei Jing; Xu Guomao, Dai Anbang Yang
Fangyi, Yin Maoen and the former teacher Mr. Pan Qinglin
(now the professor of translation of Shanghai Academy of
Social Sciences) for their warm conce.rn and for their provid-
ing us with materials and information. Also, our heartfelt
thanks go to alumna Fa Ruixian for her building the bridge
between us and the U. S. Pearl Buck Foundation. Our
heartfelt thanks are also due Miss Grace Sum, the Executive
Director of Pearl Buck Foundation for her enormous help.
We would like also to thank Mr. Wang Chuan, Vice—chair-
man of Jiangsu Provincial Association of Engravers for his
design for this book. and Professor Xi Zhaoyan of Shanghai
Jiao Tong University for his transl ation of Preface to the
Revised Edition into English. :

The authors
August 28, 1993
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