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Upon the hillock green, near th’ old oak tree,
Idly we lounged in th’ drowsy balmy air,
While lazily the tickling languid breeze
Caressed our faces, gently ruffled your hair.
The rolling fertile fields stretched like a lawn,
Peaceful and calm, without a trace of strife.
We murmured with a mellow breath deep drawn:
‘Precious is life! How wonderful is life!’
"Tis true, you loving hearts of youthful mirth,
For where could be the lad or lass to whom,
More wonderful is something on the earth,
When life is in its first sweet burst of bloom,
And nature, all her beauties in arrays,
Before the dazzled yearning eyes displays?
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Along the sandy beach barefoot we strolled —

Two silhouettes against the glowing sky.

The snowy wavelets o’ multitude untold

Raced in joy as to lap our feet to vie.

Down and down dipped the disc into the deep.

Splashing a million gold stars mischievous.

The world is hushed, already as asleep,

Lulled by the waves” harmonious angelus.

We came for lustrous shells at that time late —

Targets of everyone, left only few.

But we were not dismayed, nor we cursed fate.

After today, comes th’ morrow, and we knew:
Rich trophies will remain of the ebb-tide,

Tomorrow when they on the flood-tide ride.
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Ardour and vigour by degrees abated
As mind left sober in the cooling air,

And reason, wisdom swift accumulated
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When vision grew sharp ’neath the sky so fair.
Whether by golden days or silvery eves

In th’ fresh-aired glade, or on the windy shore,
Oft we pace, touched by crispy fallen-leaves,

Musing on the rise, decline and nature’s law.

To most who have reached th’ mundane journey’s half;

Half th’ splendour is effaced of th” way of clay,
They toil and moil on th’ sciones vague behalf —
A mighty force to keep them to the way.

For with how few still lives th’ pursuing zest?

How many have been tired of th’ mortal’s quest!
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The cold cold snow has softly buried all:

The hunting tracks of lust, th’ green fields of fun
Of th’ vigorous young days. And o’er this pall,
In heavenly peace, dominates the sun.

Ne’er th’ sunshine such a sweet divinity

To th’ hoary head reposing in arm-chair.
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Has the hearth been so warm, when vacantly
At the fire, lost in memories, we stare?
O life that seemed so long, is but a span.
The dashing billows o’ sweeping future lash
Against cliffs hard of present grim of man,
And into sprays of vanishing past crash.
To vapour, naught, are they for ever gone,
Yet th’ heaving sea of life rolls ever on.
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MEPE A 2= 5F N2 MR 7EA Sonnet upon SonnetsH—FF kLIS -

Fourteen, a sonneteer thy praises sings;

What magic myst’ries in that number lie!
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