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Different Names for Britain and Its Parts
Geographical Features

) A favorable maritime climate
Climate . . .
Land and People) Main factors that influence the climate
Rivers
Natural Resources
akes

The People

— .Different Names for Britain and Its Parts

Full and official name: The United Kingdom of -
Al Geographical names: Great Britain, England, the
Great Britain and Northern Ireland ( A 7R %1 i 2 4t N . .
_ British Isles, the United Kingdom,the UK
FIR2HBA EE
5 s England Scotland Wales Northern Ireland
our pa
¥ (HERs ) A 2) R (bR 2)
Population . . . .
48.7 million 5.111 million 2.9 million 1.642 million
(58. 353 million)
Area
130 423 sqgkm 78 782 sqkm 20 776 sqgkm 14 139 sqkm
(244 820 sqkm)
London Edinburgh Cardiff Belfast
Capital
(£ 20O (BETH) (&g %) (LR Re)

— .Geographical Features

¢ Location :Britain is an island country surrounded by the sea. It lies in the North Atlantic
Ocean off the north coast of Europe. It is separated from the rest of Europe by the
English Channel in the south and the North Sea in the east. CEEE -8 EH. Efi T K
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¢ The north and west of Britain—highlands; the east and southeast—lowlands.

¢ Ben Nevis(Z< JE 4 #7111 is the highest mountain in Britain(1 343m).
Severn River(ZE Y )is the longest river in Britain(338km).
Thames River (& F& + 7 ) is the second longest and most important river in Britain
(336km) .
Lough Neagh( {1 )is the largest lake in Britain which is located in Northern Ireland
(396 sqgkm) .
River Clyd( 53 3€ %7 )is the most important river in Scotland.
Snowdonia (7% £ J& ¥ ) is the highest mountain in Wales(1 085m).

1. England

¢ England occupies the largest, southern part of Great Britain with Wales to its west and
Scotland to its north

@ The south-west and west are plateau( & J&)except for the Severn valley (FE 3 4 )and the
Cheshire-Lancashire plain( 4¢#8— 2 FEEEJR) .

¢ The Pennines(#% T 11 i) ,a range of hills running from North Midlands to the Scottish border,

are the principal mountain chain,known as the “Backbone of Northern England”.

¢ Northwest—Lake District;the east—open cultivated plain.

¢ The highest peak of England—Scafell (¥ 72 3E /K% (978m) .

2. Scotland

¢ Scotland is in the north of Great Britain. It has three natural zones:the Highlands in the

north;the central Lowlands; the southern Uplands. (Fh#& 24 i F AR F @ AL, A =
KERX ACE &, A B AL EE )

¢ The three natural zones:

(1) The Highlands Is in the north: A wild, rocky, mountainous plateau with a coast—line
deeply indented (%15 1R#4) ,especially in the west. '

(2) The central Lowlands: Comprise the Forth and Clyde valleys, coal and iron fields and
dairy Pasture(H BT A w4 JEW My X M9 4 #5240 B ; it is the most
important area in Scotland which contains most of the industry and population.

(3)The southern Uplands:A rolling moorland (5 ) ,cut by small fertile river valleys.

3. Wales

¢ In the west of Great Britain.

¢ Most of Wales is mountainous: The hills rise steeply from the sea and are rather flat on top.

& Much of the country is pasture(43%) ,only 6 % of Wales is covered with forest and 12%

arable (A[ ##b) .

4. Northern Ireland

¢ It takes up the northern one fifth of Ireland.

¢ In the north—cast lie tile uplands of County Antrim (2% ifi #} ££) , while the mountains in the

southeast gradually give way to the central lowlands of Lough Neagh basin( A {7 i £ Hb) .
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= .Climate
1. A favorable maritime climate( /& ¥ S &)
¢ Winters are mild, not too cold; summers are cool, not too hot; steady reliable rainfall
throughout the whole year; small range of temperature; the average temperature in
winter in the north is 4C - 6°C ,in summer in the south is 12°C - 17C.
¢ Britain has a stead reliable rainfall throughout the whole year. The average annual
rainfall in Britain is over 1000mm. There is a water surplus in the north and west,and a
warer deficit in the south and east.
2. Main factors that influence the climate
(1) The Surrounding waters tend to balance the seasonal differences by heating up the land
in winter and cooling it off in summer. As the sea heats up and cools off relatively slowly
it brings warm air in winter and Cool air in summer.
(2) The prevailing southwest winds or the westerlies blow over the country all the year round
bringing warm and wet air in winter and keeping the temperatures moderate. (—4F U Z & 17
£ 75 g XU 7 JRUFE & 25 A K7 39 DR TR R I 2 S A SR A D
(3)The North Atlanlic Drift(Jt X 74 7 B8 i) , which is a warm current, passes the western

coast of the Britain Isles and warms them.

.Natural Resources

the Severn River _ .= . flows in a semicircle|y, yne Bristol Channel

. the longest river rises in central Wales | through west central Eng-
(P o i B4 AR M)
e Thenes River the second largest|rises in the Cotswolds|flows through the Mid-

: and most|(# 7 k H 7% 1) in|lands of England to Lon-|into North Sea

CRBELTD important river southwest England don
River Clyde the most important|rises in Dumfries (X} |passes through Glasgow|enters the firth of
(# 3D |river in Scotland |33 B #T1L) CRg 7 8F) Clyde (7 3 28 7] )
Lakes

¢ The largest lake in Britain—the Lough Neagh([§{f##)in Northern Ireland.

¢ Other famous lakes: Windermere (3 2% %) , Ullswater (2837 7K 1) , Derwentwater ({8 3
7K #)and Coniston Water (§] J& Hr 7K #1) .

T . The People

¢ It is a densely populated country with an average of 237 people per sqkm and it is
unevenly distributed,90 % of the population is urban and only 10 % s rural.

& The ancestors of the English are Anglo-Saxons(##8& & -7 # A ), the Scots, Welsh and
Irish are Celts(FL/REFA).

¢ There are some quite large tracts of barren, hilly country, especially in northern Scotland,
which are almost uninhabited.

¢ The immigrants: About three million have come to Britain to live and find work since
World War II.

They are mainly from the West Indies, India and Pakistan.
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1. The commonwealth (of nations): It was established in 1931, a free association of
independent countries that were once colonies of Britain. It has no special powers; the
decision to become a member of the Commonwealth is left to each nation. It has 50
member countries until 1991.

2. The Highlanders: They are the Scots who live in the mountainous regions of the
Highlands in northern Scotland. They are a proud, independent and hardy people who
maintain their strong cultural identity. They mainly live by farming sheep in mountain
areas or fishing on the coasts and islands.

3. The British Isles: They are made up of two large islands and hundreds of small ones. The
two large islands are Great Britain and Ireland. Great Britain is the larger one of these two
islands. It forms the United Kingdom with Northern Ireland—the northern part of Ireland.

4. The Straits of Dover( Z {##§ %) . It is the narrowest part of the English Channel. It is only
33kin across. In 1985 the British government and the French government decided to build
a channel tunnel under the Straits of Dover so that England and France could be joined
together by road. After eight years of hard work this channel tunnel which is called
“Chunnel”was open to traffic in May 1994.

5.Cockney:A Cockney is a Londoner who is born within the sound of Bow Bells(#fi%h) .

@R 1ne UK History I

Early settlers

Roman Britain
The Origin

of the Nation The Anglo-Saxons

The Viking and Danish invasions
The Norman Conquest

The UK History 1.

William's rule

The Great Charter

The hundred year’s war with France
The Black Death

The peasant uprising

The Shaping
of the Nation)

— .The Origin of the Nation(5000BC—1066AD)

1. Early settlers(5000BC—55BC)
The Iberians (£# Ho#]2& A)——3000BC

¢ The first known settlers: The Iberians came to Britain from Spain in 3000BC.
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