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1.1 Natural Geography
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1.1.1 Physical Geography

Ningde, traditionally called Mindong (East Fujian) . is a fast emerging and
thriving coastal city in the northeast of the Western Taiwan Straits Economic
Development Zone. It is situated in the central area of the three major
economic regions of the Yangtze River Delta, the Pearl River Delta and
Taiwan with its geographical location between 26 18°-27 40" north latitude and
118°327-120°43" east longitude. It faces Taiwan in the east and borders Nanping
in the west, Fuzhou in the south, and Wenzhou of Zhejiang Province in the
north. Its east-west span reaches 235 kilometers and the north-south span is 153
kilometers, with a land area of 13 500 square kilometers and a sea area of
44 600 square kilometers. Its coastline is 1 046 kilometers long. topping that of
all the cities in Fujian Province.

In the stratum divisions of Fujian Province, Ningde is a part of the
southeastern coastal sub-zone of the southeast stratums of China. Within

Ningde, most of Fuding City and a part of Zherong County belong to Wenzhou

‘Stratum . and the rest are a part of Qingtian Zhangzhou Stratum. As to the geo-

logical belt, Ningde is located in the north of the broken volcanic belt of
Yanshan Mountain of East Fujian. and in the volcanic rock belt of the
southeast coast of China. Ningde’s landform came into its innitial shape at the
end of the Yanshan Mountain Movement. In the landform divisions of Fujian
Province. Ningde is a part of the mountain landforms of the volcanic rock areas
of Fujian as well as a part of the plain landform zone and the coastal granite
hills of East China. In Northwest Ningde, there are Donggong Mountain Range
and Jiufeng Mountain Range, within which there are 189 mountains over 1 000
meters high. The highest mountain peak reaches 1 479 meters. Ningde is on the
Pacific Ocean in the east with many ports. bays, islands and islets. Thus, its
landforms are steep. Among them. there are basins among mountains and accu-

mulated plains along the coast.

—REFEH
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1.1.2 Climatic Conditions

Ningde has a marine, subtropical and monsoonal climate. There are few
extremely cold days in winter, and few extremely hot days in summer. Summer
here is the longest season, and autumn is the shortest. The frost-free period
lasts 235-300 days and the amount of sunny hours ranges 1711. 7-1916. 0 hours.
Because of the four high-altitude counties, different areas differ a lot in their
climate. The average temperature of the city is 17.8C ; the extremely high
temperature occurs at the beginning of August, at 40.4C, which occurs in
Fu’an City. The lowest temperature in Ningde is on December 28" each year
except Jiaocheng District which is on November 9". The lowest temperature
among the mountainous counties is at —5.8C in Shouning County. Along the
coastal counties, the lowest temperature is — 1. 7C in Fuding City.

The annual precipitation averages 1 811.1 millimeters and falls mainly
during two periods: the rainy season from May to June (the first flood period)
and the typhoon season from July to September (the second flood period).
There are 3.5 typhoons and 5. 7 extremely stormy days a year on average. The
extreme storms and typhoons severely affect the coastal sea farming and
shipping operations, causing huge losses as well as damage to life and property.

The best time for tourism in Ningde is from April to December.

= . BARAER
1.1.3 Natural Resources
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1.1.3.1 Land Resources

Ningde features 80% mountains, 10% waters and 10% paddy fields. The
total land area of the city is 13 452 square kilometers. in which the mountainous
land takes up 8 522. 3 square kilometers, i.e. 63.6% of the whole area of the
city. The mountainous land is mainly located in the west, northwest and central
north and south of the city. The hill areas covers 3 699. 5 square kilometers,
taking up 27.6% of the whole area of the city. mainly situated in the
mountainous land margins. The plain area is 5 106 square kilometers, which
accounts for 3. 8% of the total area of the city. It is mainly distributed along
the banks of rivers, the lower reaches of hills, and the mouths of the rivers to

" the sea. The basin area is 224. 8 square kilometers, which accounts for 1. 7% of
the total, sporadically located between the mountainous land and the valleys.
The inter-tidal beach covers 439. 7 square kilometers, which takes up 3.3% of
the total area of the city, mainly located along the coast (i.e. the inter-tidal
zones) .

According to the annual survey on the changes of land utilization in 2013,
Ningde had a total usable land area of 1. 3432 million hectares, of which the ag-
ricultural land area was 1. 1742 million hectares, which took up 87.42% of the
total land area, and the land area for infrastructural construction was 53
thousand hectares, which covered 3.95% of the total land area, and the
unexploited land area was 116 thousand hectares, which accounted for 8. 63%

of the total land area.
(=) =R
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1.1.3.2 Local Products

Ningde is abundant in agricultural products. The main food crops are rice,
sweet potato, potato, barley, wheat, bean and millet, etc. The main cash
crops are of a large scale. including vegetables, fruits, teas, edible fungi,
aquatic products, etc. The unique geography and climate in Feiluan Township
and Sandu Township of Jiaocheng District help to grow excellent fruits like late-
in-season lyche. longan., honey peach. four-season pomelo. younai plum,
thorny grape, and tangerine, etc.

Ningde possesses a wide sea area with many coastal islands and islets.
There are over 600 kinds of aquatic products, among which are more than 500
kinds of fishes. There are about 72 sea water fishes and 38 fresh water fishes.
Those of high economic value are over 30 kinds, such as eel, rudd, baby
croaker, larger yellow croaker, nibea albiflora. anchovy, grass carp. chub.
carp, crucian, catfish, Epecially the large yellow croaker from Guangjingyang

Bay Area. the pair-prawns from Dongwuyang Sea Area. the cockle from Erdu

A Panorama of Fujian 5
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Township. the mussel from Jiantang Area. and oyster from Shajiang, are well-
known at home and abroad.

There are over 60 kinds of shrimps and crabs, mainly tropical and
subtropical coastal ones. Those of high economic value are more than 10 kinds,
such as hairy shrimp, Chinese shrimp, Japanese shrimp, monodon,
Metapenaeu, etc. and crab and mud crab and Japanese crab, etc.

Shellfish: There are over 70 species of shellfishes in Ningde. The
shellfishes with lamella gills and gastropoda are the main kinds . There are over
20 kinds with higher economic value, namely: razor clam, oyster, Jinjiang
oyster, Philippine clam, parti-colored clam, mud blood clam. striped clam,
thick-shell mussel, purple mussel, snail, scallop, and muscular senhousei, etc.

Fruit: Ningde is suitable for growing over 200 kinds of fruits. The honey
peach grown in Fu’an and Gutian counties, the pomelo in Fuding, the plum in
Fu'an. the late-in-season lyche and longan in Jiaocheng District and Xiapu
County, seedless persimmon in Pingnan. nut in Shouning, pear in Zhouning all
are considered to be high quality fruits.

' Edible fungi: There are over 100 kinds of fungi in Ningde. The grown
edible fungi are tremella (ear-shape fungi), fragrant mushroom, mushroom,
grass mushroom, gold-needle shaped mushroom, phoenix-tail shape mushroom,
poria coco, monkey-head shaped mushroom, ganoderma and so on.

Tea: Ningde is abundant in tea germplasms, boasting 11 fine national
varieties of tea, 19 of provincial level. The clonal fine breeding rate has
reached 95% and 250 million fine tea seedlings are cultivated each year. The
Fujian Provincial Tea Research Institute. located in the city, keeps over 2 000
fine species of tea germplasm resources.

The specific unique local products in Ningde are as follows: yellow
croaker, cockle in Erdu Village, nori. late-in-season lyche and longan in Sandu
Bay, fungi. tea, and red yeast rice in Gutian County. Taizi Ginseng in Zherong
County, Huizelong-Brand rice wine., thread noodles in Muyang Township,
taro, honey peach, and plum in Fuding, grape in Fu’an, magic taro, sweet

potato starch noodles, etc.
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