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Long Conversation 1 >>

1. A) He wants to sign a long-term contract.
B) He is good at both language and literature.
C) He prefers teaching to administrative work.
D) He is undecided as to which job to go for.
2. A) They hate exams.
B) They all plan to study in Cambridge.
C) They are all adults.
D) They are going to work in companies.
3. A) Difficult but rewarding.
C) Time-consuming and tiring.

M: I got two letters this morning with job offers, one from the Polytechnic, and the

B) Varied and interesting.
D) Demanding and frustrating.
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other from the Language School in Pistoia, Italy.
W: [1] So you are not sure which to go for?

M: [1] That’s it. Of course, the conditions of work are very different: The Polytechnic is
offering two-year contract which could be renewed, but the language school is only offering
a year’s contract, and that’s a different minus. It could be renewed, but you never know.

W: I see. So it’s much less secure. But you don’t need to think too much about steady
jobs when you are only 23.

M: That’s true.

W: What about the salaries?

M: Well, the Pistoia job pays much better in the short term. I'll be getting the
equivalent of about £ 22,000 a year there, but only £ 20,000 at the Polytechnic. But then the
hours are different. At the Polytechnic I’d have to do 35 hours a week, 20 teaching and 15
administration, whereas the Pistoia school is only asking for 30 hours teaching.

W: Mmm...

M: Then the type of teaching is so different. [2] The Polytechnic is all adults and mostly
preparation for exams like the Cambridge certificates. The Language School wants me to

do a bit of exam preparation, but also quite a lot of work in companies and factories, and a
couple of children’s classes, oh, and a bit of literature teaching.
W: [3] Well, that sounds much more varied and interesting. And I’d imagine you would

be doing quite a lot of teaching outside the school, and moving around quite a bit.
M: Yes, whereas with the Polytechnic position, I’d be stuck in the school all day.
Q1. What do we learn about the man from the conversation?
Q2. What do we learn about the students at the Polytechnic?
Q3. What does the woman think of the job at the language school?

1P 2.C 3.8

Long Conversation 2 >>

1.A) Interviewing a movie star.
C) Hosting a television show.

2. A) He lost his mother.
C) He missed his aunt.

3. A) He delivered public speeches.
C) He hosted talk shows on TV.

4. A) He made numerous popular movies.

B) Discussing teenage role models.
D) Reviewing a new biography.

B) He was unhappy in California.
D) He had to attend school there.

B) He got seriously into acting.

D) He played a role in East of Eden.
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B) He has long been a legendary figure.
C) He was best at acting in Hollywood tragedies.
D) He was the most successful actor of his time.

W: [1] Good evening and welcome to tonight’s edition of Legendary Lives. Our subject

this evening is James Dean, actor and hero for the young people of his time. Edward Murray

is the author of a new biography of Dean. Good evening, Edward.

M: Hello Tina.

W: Edward, tell us what you know about Dean’s early life.

M: He was born in Indiana in 1931, but his parents moved to California when he was
five. [2] He wasn’t there long though because his mother passed away just four years later.

James’ father sent him back to Indiana after that to live with his aunt.

W: So how did he get into acting?
M: Well, first he acted in plays at high school; [3] then he went to college in California

where he got seriously into acting. In 1951 he moved to New York to do more stage acting.

W: Then when did his movie career really start?

M: 1955. His first starring role was in East of Eden. It was fabulous. Dean became a
huge success. But the movie that really made him famous was his second one, Rebel Without
a Cause, that was about teenagers who felt like they didn’t fit into society.

W: So how many more movies did he make?

M: Just one more, then he died in that car crash in California in 1955.

W: What a tragedy! He only made three movies! [4] So what made him the legend he
still is today?

M: Well I guess his looks, his acting ability, his short life, and maybe the type of

character he played in his movies. Many young people saw him as a symbol of American
youths.

Q1. What is the woman doing?

Q2. Why did James Dean move back to Indiana when he was young?

Q3. What does the man say James Dean did at college in California?

Q4. What do we know about James Dean from the conversation?

BE " 20A~ 31 B4 B
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Long Conversation 1 >>

1.A) Uniql.le descriptive skills. B) Good knowledge of readers’ tastes.

C) Colourful world experiences. D) Careful plotting and clueing.
2. A) A peaceful setting. B) A spacious room.
C) To be in the right mood. D) To be entirely alone.

3. A) They rely heavily on their own imagination.
B) They have experiences similar to the characters’.
C) They look at the world in a detached manner.
D) They are overwhelmed by their own prejudices.
W: When you write a novel, do you know where you’re going, Dr. James?
M: Yes, you must, really, [1] if you’re writing the classical detective story, because it

must be so carefully plotted and so carefully clued. I have schemes. I have charts. I have

diagrams. It doesn’t mean to say that I always get it right, but I do plan before I begin
writing. But what is so fascinating is how a book changes during the process of writing. It
seems to me that creative writing is a process of revelation, really, rather than of creativity in
the ordinary sense.

W: When you’re planning the basic structure, [2] do you like to go away to be sure that

you’re by yourself?

M: [2] I need to be by myself certainly, absolutely. I can’t even bear anybody else in the

house. I don’t mind much where I am as long as I’ve got enough space to write, but I need to
be completely alone.

W: Is that very important to you?

M: Oh, yes. I’ve never been lonely in all my life.

W: How extraordinary! Never?

M: No, never.

W: You’re very lucky. Someone once said that there’s a bit of ice at the heart of every
writer.

M: Yes. I think this is true. [3] The writer can stand aside from experience and look

at it, watch it happening. There is this “detachment” and I realize that there are obviously

experiences which would overwhelm everyone. But very often, a writer can appear to stand
aside, and this detachment makes people feel there’s a bit of ice in the heart.
Q1. What is the key to write a good classical detective story according to the man?

[10]
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Q2. What does the man mainly need when working on a book?
Q3. What does the man say about writers?

1D 52:D; 15:C

Long Conversation 2 >>

1. A) Good or bad, they are there to stay.
B) Like it or not, you have to use them.
C) Believe it or not, they have survived.
D) Gain or lose, they should be modernized.
2. A) The frequent train delays. B) The high train ticket fares.
C) The food sold on the trains. D) The monopoly of British Railways.
3. A) The low efficiency of their operation.
B) Competition from other modes of transport.
C) Constant complaints from passengers.
D) The passing of the new Transport Act.
4. A) They will be de-nationalized. B) They provide worse service.
C) They are fast disappearing. D) They lose a lot of money.

W: There is an element about competition then, isn’t there? [1] Because British railways

are a nationalized industry, there’s only one railway system in the country. If you don’t like

a particular kind of big beans, you can go and buy another. But if you don’t like a particular

railway, you can’t go and use another.

M: [2] Some people who write to me say this. They say that if you didn’t have

monopoly, you wouldn’t be able to do the things you do. Well, I don’t think we do anything

deliberately to upset our customers. We have particular problems. Since 1946, when the
Transport Act came in, we were nationalized.

W: Do you think that’s a good thing? Has it been a good thing for the railways, do you
think, to be nationalized?

M: Oh I think so, yes. [3] Because in general, modes of transport are all around. Let’s

face the fact. The car arrived. The car is here to stay. There is no question about that.

W: So what are you saying then? Is it if the railways happen being nationalized, they
would simply have disappeared?

M: Oh, I think they would have. They’re disappearing fast in America. [4] Er, the
French railways lose 1 billion pounds a year. The German railways, 2 billion pounds a year.

[11]
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But you see, those governments are:preparing, to/pour: money: into: the transport/system to
keep it going. s twode ve2 asm st esob 1sd'W

W: So in a sense, you cope between two extremes. On the one hand, you’re trying not to
lose too much money. And on the other hand, you’ve got to provide the best sérvice. ! |

M: Yes, you are right.

Q1. What does the woman say about British railways?

Q2. What do some people who write to the man complain about? REEERS

Q3. What does the man say threatens the existence of railways?

Q4. What does the man say about railways'iir other countries? * '’

1.LB 2D 3.B 4.D Losimobora o4 bl

1. A) We simply cannot help reacting instinctively.that way.
B) We wish to hide our indifference to their misfortune.-1rii¢:lqm
C) We derive some humorous satisfaction from their misfortune: i~
D) We think it serves them right for being mean to other people. ' |/
2. A) They'want to show their genuine sympathy. o000
B) They have had similar personal experiences.
111C) They don’t know how to cope with! the situation. |
' /D) They don’t'want to reveal their own frustration.
:173.A) They themselves would like to:do it but don’t dare to.
B) It’s an opportunity for relieving their tension.
C) It’s'a rare chance for them to see the boss lose face.
/D) They have seen this many times in old films. '
4. A) To irritate them. B) To teach them a lesson.
C) To relieve her feelings. 'D)To show her courage.

W: You know, I’ve often wondered why people laugh at the picture of a big belly
businessman slipping on a banana skin and falling on his ‘bottom. We are to feel sorry for
them.

M: Actually; Laura, [1] I think we laugh because we are glad it didn’t happen to us. But
of course there is also a kind of humorous satisfaction in seeing somebody self-important
making a fool of themselves.

W: Yes; and there are a lot of jokes about people who are too fat or physically

[12]



