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Unit 1 Romeo and Juliet

Unit 1 Romeo and Juliet

Quotation— William Shakespeare

* Abandoning time person, time also give up him,

* In fact the world no good or bad depends on how you
think.

“HEBARNE: BRPRXFE




“Unit1 Romeo and Juliet

1.1 Film Exploration

1.1.1 Lead-in

A general introduction of the film:

Original author;  William Shakespeare

Releaseyear: 1968

Running time: 138 minutes

Rated: G

Genre: Love Film

Distributed by: Paramount Pictures
Directed by Franco Zeffirelli

Screenplay : Franco Brusati

Starring: Leonard Whiting as Romeo

Olivia Hussey as Juliet

Awards: The 41st (1969) Academy /Oscar Awards: Best photography; Best
costume design.
The 26th (1969) Golden Globes: Best English foreign films; Best
new actor (Leonard Whiting); Best new actress (Olivia Hussey).

The 22nd (1969) BAFTA Awards: Best costume design.
1.1.2 Warm-up

Discussion on the view of love
Watch and study the film by yourself, then try to answer the following question: Romeo
and Juliet’s love is obviously “love at first sight”. Do you believe in “love at first sight”? Why

or why not?

1.2 Music Appreciation

“HBEME: ERREAM




Unit 1 Romeo and Juliet

Lyrics
‘ A Time for Us BN o7 Bk
' A time for us, someday there’ll be BA—K, Z2FRTREVEHE
| When chains are torn by courage M B R T ‘
' Born of a love that’s free AT A Y A 0 4R 2 A 1

A time when dreams so long denied &A% E BB YELNG Kk 7% §

can flourish

| As we unveil the love we now must hide 43 {7 A AE 5 #5 2% f5 i s . #1830 Pk

| A time for us, at last to see REHEE, XATHEW

A life worth while for you and me A4 — B HERMEE G
; And with our love through tears and HEZFHHEKSHBE, iEFRNBREAE L KZ
j thorns we will endure —4Y] §
| As we pass surely through every storm  RATEMRHELFE. QEATHHRAE
E A time for us, someday there’ll be BAE—X, A —BRB TRENBHE i

. A new world, a world of shining hope for —/N Ryt A, AR AEE & E K7

| you and me

Quiz;

What’s the name of the song which is introduced by the teacher? ( )
A. What is the youth B. A time for us

C. A good friend D. What is the love

[2 1.3 Background Information

1.3.1 Original Work

“Romeo and Juliet” is a romantic tragedy written by William Shakespeare in his early
years and contains great skills in the plot setting, characters and the language. It’s about two
young star-crossed lovers whose deaths ultimately reconcile their feuding families. It is among
Shakespeare’s most popular plays during his lifetime and, along with Hamlet, is one of his most
frequently performed plays. Today , the title characters are regarded as archetypal young lovers.

“Romeo and Juliet” is not a simple tragedy, but usually regarded as a tragic romance
stretching back to antiquity. The plot is based on an Italian tale translated into verse as “The
Tragical History of Romeus and Juliet” by Arthur Brooke in 1562, and retold in prose in
“Palace of Pleasure” by William Painter in 1567. Shakespeare borrowed heavily from both,
but expanded the plot by developing a number of supporting characters, particularly Mercutio

and Paris. Believed to have been writien in around 1594 or 1595, the play was first published
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in a quarto version in 1597. The text of the first quarto version was of poor quality however,
and later editions improved the text to conform more closely with Shakespeare’s original.

Shakespeare’s use of his poetic dramatic structure, especially effects such as switching
between comedy and tragedy to heighten tension, his expansion of minor characters, and his
use of sub-plots to embellish the story, has been praised as an early sign of his dramatic skill.
The play ascribes different poetic forms to different characters, sometimes changing the form
as the character develops. Romeo, for example, grows more adept at the sonnet over the
course of the play.

“Romeo and Juliet” has been adapted numerous times for stage, film, musical and opera
venues, During the English Restoration, it was revived and heavily revised by William
Davenant. David Garrick’s 18th-century version also modified several scenes, removing
material then considered indecent and Georg Benda’s “Romeo and Julie” omitted much of the
action, and added a happy ending. Performances in the 19th century, including Charlotte
Cushman’s, restored the original text, and focused on greater realism. John Gielgud’s 1935
version kept very close to Shakespeare’s text, and used Elizabethan costumes and staging to
enhance the drama. In the 20th and into the 21st century. the play has been adapted in
versions as diverse as George Cukor’s 1935 production, Franco Zeffirelli’'s 1968 version and

Baz LLuhrmann’s 1996 version,

1.3.2 Film Adaptation

Shakespeare’sromance “Romeo and Juliet” has been filmed 12 times since its inception in
1595. The adaptation directed by Franco Zeffirelli in 1968 has been widely regarded as a classic
among them, not only for the strict loyalty to the original, but also for its more reasonable
development of the plot, further more, it provides an opportunity to compose a classic “A
Time for Us”, which is about the eternal theme of human beings — love.

Although the end ofthe love in “Romeo and Juliet™ is tragic, the way of plot expression
and drama ideological tendency is both full of humanism and highly-spirited optimism. The
play is definitely positive and progressive in terms of social significance., With such cultural
merits, the passionate and pure love of Romeo and Juliet was displayed adequately by a
particularly straightforward way in this film version.

This film is produced with a common cast without any famous movie star, which
distinguishes the 1968 version from others. Romeo and Juliet are respectively played by two
young people: 17 years old Olivia Hussey and 18 years old Leonard Whiting, who have the
closest appearance of the destined lovers in Shakespeare’s drama, and they also contributed
energetic vigor and fresh blood to the success of this classic.

In addition to the fascinating plot, the film is alsofeatured for its careful and veritable

details. For instance, when the two families launched a duel, the fighting scene was played
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with real knife and sword. The gorgeous dancing ball at which the two young people got
acquainted also showed the richness and luxury of Italian countryside life in Medieval.

In 1968, a time when young people loved to express the idea that Shakespeare has been
out of date, the film, which is mostly close to the original, was released. “Romeo and Juliet”
was made into a film for many times, but the version in 1968 made by UK and Italy turned out
to be the most successful and classic one. In particular, the two protagonists are just like
walking out of Shakespeare’s original and they two were born to be Romeo and Juliet. Besides
the surprising effect gained by the impressive performance of the two young actors, the film

music also added effort to the success of the film.

Quiz:

What is the plot of the original works “Romeo and Juliet” based on? ( )
A. an Italian tale B. an English tale

C. a German tale D. a French tale

{2 1.4 Character Introduction

1.4.1 Character relationship

Character Relationship Diagram

Verona Prince Escalus

Montague
Lady montague

~

Capulet
Lady Capulet
The Ruling House of Verona
1. Verona Prince Escalus the ruling Prince of Verona
2. Count Paris a kinsman of Escalus who wishes to marry Juliet
3. Mercutio another kinsman of Escalus, the Prince’s cousin and a close

friend of Romeo
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The House of Montague

4. Lord Montague the patriarch of the house of Montague
5. Lady Montague the matriarch of the house of Montague
6. Romeo the hero, the son of Montague

7. Benvolio Romeo’s cousin and friend

The House of Capulet

8. Lord Capulet the patriarch of the house of Capulet

9. Lady Capulet the matriarch of the house of Capulet
10. Juliet the heroine, the daughter of Capulet

11. Tybalt Juliet’s cousin, Lady Capulet’s nephew
12. Nurse Juliet’s nanny and her attendant

Other

13. Friar Laurence a Franciscan friar and Romeo’s confidant

1.4.2 Important Characters

1. Romeo

Romeo is the son of Montague family. He commits suicide upon hearing falsely of Juliet’s
death. His role as an idealistic lover has led the word “Romeo” to become a synonym for a
passionate male lover in various languages. This gentle Romeo sex, enthusiasm, frank, kind,
is not stable, lack of calculating. Outspoken nature and the harsh reality force him to the path

of extremes. He is a brave and immature idealistic youth.

2. Juliet
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Juliet is the daughter of Capulet family. She boldly accepts Romeo’s love. When she
finally learned that Romeo was dead, she decisively stabbed the knife to her own heart and died.
She is beautiful, pure, faithful, kind and gentle at the same time, there are some calculating. She
can't get the ideal final because she is too naive, she really cannot resist the fate.

3. Friar Laurence

Friar Laurence is often seen as an attractive, prudent man, a wise father. He is a
confessor and an accomplice. He agreed that the couple got married, not because he was
conquered by their love, but he found the chance to adjust the two hostile families in the
marriage of two people.

4. Paris

Paris is a count of noble birth. He loved Juliet and asked her to marry him but the
wedding turned into a funeral. Paris eventually fell on Romeo’s sword.

5. Mercutio

Mercutio is Romeo’s best friend. He is eloquent, witty, some rap, full of vitality.
Mercutio gets stabbed after a fight against Romeo, himself and Tybalt then died.

6. Benvolio

Benvolio is Montague’s nephew and Romeo’s cousin. He serves as an unsuccessful
peacemaker in the play, attempting to prevent violence between the Capulet and Montague families.

7. Tybalt

Tybalt is Juliet's cousin. He has hatred in his mind for Montague. Romeo passively killed
him with a sword.

8. Nurse

Juliet’s nanny. She is a bit wordy but has a lot of love for Juliet, and she is willing to do
everything for Juliet to help her love.

Let’s make a summary. The main characters are:

1. Romeo 2. Juliet 3. Laurence 4. Paris
5. Mercutio 6. Benvolio 7. Tybalt 8. Nurse
Quiz.

Who agrees that Romeo &. Juliet get married? ( )

A. Lord Montague B. Lord Capulet

C. Prince Escalus D. Friar Laurence

i2 1.5 Film Story

1.5.1 Outline
Time :

The story takes placein the 15th century in Italy.




