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1. What’s your full name please?
My name is Zhang Zhe.

2. What’s your first name/given name please?
My given name is Zhe.

#*% B P4y 2 first name/given name, ¥ A B W% AT 4 F ., #4 F Fl ¢ surname/last name/family
name, % £ B E 4 g THH K,

3. Does your Chinese name have a special meaning?

Yes. My name was given by my grandparents. Zhe in Chinese means knowledge and wisdom. So,
you can see the name carries my grandparents’ good wishes. They hoped that I would become a wise
and knowledgeable man one day.

good wish 3 4f i1 8 4 knowledgeable /nolidzebal/ a. £ UL

4. Do you like your name?
Yes. It's easy to remember and easy to call. And more importantly, it bears my grandparents’

expectations that have always encouraged me to be a better person.
expectation /ekspeter[an/ n. 17§ be a better person ¥ ¥ & (1) A

5. Have you changed your name?
No, never. First of all, the name was given by my grandparents. Out of respect for them, I don't
think I would be allowed to change it. Plus, the name sounds fine to me. I don’t see any need to

change it.
out of respect for... H T X (yRfHEH do not see any need to do.. A~k R E M-

6. Do Chinese people like changing their name? Why or why not?
No, I don’t think so. In China, the name of a person is deliberately picked from a dictionary or
by a fortune-teller. It normally contains a special meaning that parents believe will bring good luck to

their kids. So Chinese people normally don’t change their own name.
fortune-teller n. T, § Av 4t bring good luck to sb. 4% Ak fFiz

%5

1. Are you working or studying?

I'm a student and I'm currently in my second year at Peking University.

2. What’s your major?
I major in English/I'm an English major.

3. Why did you choose this major?
I'm so into language and English has long been my favourite. To my knowledge, it has gone
through a checkered history. I want to find out how the language suppressed by the upper class long

o D



time ago can develop into a global language today.
to my knowledge {3k i i a checkered history (il 4/t () IJ7 &2

develop into... % JER K- -
MBS XA Lo R, TAEALAEE AN £ b e B EARLITE AALEHER,

4. Is it a popular major?
Yes, I believe so. We're witnessing a rapid increase of international trades in all respects between
our country and other nations, so there’'s huge demand for English majors in the job market. I think

the major will become even more popular in the future.
in all respects ft & /7 ifi demand /di'ma:nd/ n. 7K

5. Which part of your studies do you find most interesting?
I like learning the history of English, mostly because the teacher of this-course is actually an
Englishman. He is proficient in British history and can retell it in an accurate and vivid way. I really

enjoy his lectures. .
be proficient in ¥ if retell /rii'tel/ v. Eiff, Eif

vivid /'vivid/ a. 42100

6. How much time do you spend on study every day?
I normally spend about 4 hours on my study daily. Unless I feel a little tired of reading or study-

ing, I would stick to my daily routine and study for at least 4 hours after supper.
feel tired of... Xf------ & FI| K 4 stick to "% ¥

7. Do you like studying in a group?
No, not really. I prefer studying by myself, because when I'm reading something or learning some-
thing, I need a quiet environment to stay focused. So, I don't think working in group can help me

with that.
by oneself i F jb , #100 stay focused ¥4 & if  (RIF &k

8. Where do you study?
Normally, I study in my home, specifically speaking, on my veranda. I would make myself some
tea, reading my books under the sunlight while having some cookies as a treat. Occasionally, I would

go to the city library. It's close to my house and I can easily get all the books I need.
veranda /va'reende/ n. E;HA occasionally /a'kerzanali/ ad. {715, 1] &k

9. Why did you choose this school/college/university?

Therere a few good reasons, such as its good situation, reputation and facilities, but the most
important of all is that my parents both went to this school. From them, I knew that the school
focuses on teaching you how to be a better person while helping you achieve high academic scores.
That is what I think a good school is for.

facility /fe'silety n. [pl]i% i focus on % if T
academic score %\l hE %
W aansmentman T8 TEL BRET Rl @ALE R ERS RLEL UK
T ERGFARPLFERT.
10. What kind of job do you want to do in the future?
I want to be an architect in the future, just like my father. The idea that those remowned build-

. 3



ings have existed for hundreds or even thousands of years always fascinates me. I also want to cre-
ate something as immortal and remarkable as those.
architect /a:kitekt/ n. H 51 renowned /rinaund/ a. & %0

immortal /i'mo:tl/ a. 511

11. Do you think it’s important to receive a good education?

Yes, definitely. A good education above all can provide you with a lot of eye-opening and thought-
provoking knowledge. The more you learn, the wider your horizons would be. No doubt, people with
a doctorate degree would gain a deeper insight of the world than a high school dropout, not to men-
tion the fact that employers nowadays place a high priority on candidates’ educational backgrounds.

eye-opening a. FITIR F 11 thought-provoking a. % A% (1)
gain a deeper insight of... Xf----- 47 EH Z| ) W%  dropout /dropaut/ n. ¥ &
not to mention the fact that... &AL place a high priority on... &JE&HEW -
] A EER, TAFEATEE . AR L BAR Reh T i 0K BRAF FLFE KRETA
IR RF,

 Work ¥

I work as an interpreter in a private company. My sole responsibility is helping my boss negotiate

1. What do you do for a living?

trade deals. I've got to say it's quite challenging because if I misspoke, it might cost our company gi-
gantic loss.

interpreter /in'ta:prite/ n. 1% challenging /t[eelond3in/ a. fi#kiftEny

2. Why did y(;u choose that career?

Well, I'm good at English and Chinese, so one of my teachers suggested that I should become
an interpreter. I remembered telling my parents this and they both agreed. Since big companies always
need an interpreter to deal with foreign clients, it won't be too difficult to find a job. Plus you can
get a handsome salary. .

be good at... I [< - deal with Xff{ ;&b F

handsome /haensam/ a. "] WY, £EHY
RN RL ) RE, TAX BB AARE RETE,FAER AHBHF

3. How did you find the job?

Actually, I found this job by chance. I was surfing the net the other day when suddenly the
recruitment came up. I was interested in it so I sent my resume and received a reply soon. Then I
got an interview and they gave me the job immediately because they badly needed someone to fill the

vacancy.
by chance fH#A it recruitment /rikruitment/ n. i
come up B badly need 7

fill the vacancy H1#pIH {7 %3 fik



4. Is it a popular line of work in your country?

To be honest, I don't know exactly whether it's popular or not. But what I know for sure is that
interpreters are indispensable for a big company, especially for a multinational company these days. As
we live in a global village, promoting international trades has gradually become the most unportant
business for a company. And interpreters surely play an essential role in this.

to be honest 7 be indispensable for... X .- A ] 5 ik

promote international trade fi i/ [H 5 % 5 play an essential role in... 7 rh kR 310 A5 AT 20 9 4
A R R EHEEEOB RN FORER T AR, R TRLFEB T, AERE FTHMAR

TREEAE O A2 2 4 B3P TR R ke IR e MR Hl e e B A ey XA RL G E

M

5. Are you satisfied with your job?
Yes, definitely. I've learned a lot in my company. I've met some interesting people and my col-
leagues and superiors are all very nice and helpful.
superior /su:'piarig/ n. |l
HEREM, TALEFRODEIFTLNDE 22 &— 8 DA M BEELSEMN, TURRE , AR —
# 8] W) N

6. Do you intend to stay at that job?

Well, yes. I likes challenging myself so the job is perfect for me. And my superior is very good
to me. Every day, he shows me some cases oOf failure in business interpretation and teaches me how
to deal with those situations. I've learned a lot from him.

7. Do you get on well with your colleagues?
Yes. We have a team of interpreters in the company, and we're pretty close to each other. When
I started the job, they helped me a lot. We have lunch together every day. It's a good chance to

learn more about each other.

_Hometown EXR

1. Where is your hometown?

I was born in Guangzhou, a metropolis in China, which is located in Guangdong Province.

metropolis /mi'tropalis/ n. & Ekil, K#%  be located in fi F

2. Do you live in a city or a village?

My hometown is a typical big city in China. Some people call it ‘a city that never sleeps’. We
had clubs, karaoke bars and other various entertainment places where people can enjoy themselves
day and night.

a city that never sleeps /<7 karaoke bar /T

enjoy oneself if 155 Brid & 2% day and night H H %% ;% H &%

3. What kind of place is your hometown?
My hometown is famous for food. You can find all kinds of food here, from French cuisine to



Sichuan spicy specialities, you name it. From a different angle, that also reflects the open-minded and

accommodating nature of the residents of the city. No wonder my friend said it's a habitable place.
be famous for... [H------ifij & # accommodating /a'komadertiny/ a. i il (17 ; bl #1014
resident /rezidant/ n. JE 2 habitable /heebitabal/ a. /& 1Y

Y o s s i T M A AR R S BB AT AR S e AXTRA O KRS,

4. ‘What do you like best about your hometown?

Food is what I like most about my hometown. My favourite activity on weekends is spending
hours and hours in a teahouse, doing nothing but chatting with my family and having my favourite dim
sum. It's so tasty that I can never get tired of it.

teahouse /tithaus/ n. Z%1H, 458 chat with... 5 1y K

dim sum /.0 get tired of... X R R A K (5

5. What kind of transport do people use there?
Guangzhou is one of the cities that have the most advanced public transport system in the
country, even in the world. So, people mostly use public transport, such as buses and metros,

because it’s inexpensive and convenient.
public transport system Z%3t7Z il R 40 inexpensive /inik'spensiv/ a. fi & 1)

6. Have there been any changes in your hometown?

Yes, quite a few. First of all, new and modern buildings and shopping malls have mushroomed all
over the places where there used to be narrow streets and alleys. Secondly, people used to ride bicycles,
but now roads count three or four lanes on each side and almost everyone owns a car. These are all

the amazing changes that have taken place in my hometown in the recent years.
mushroom /mafruim/ vi. il % & take place *‘f:

7. Do you prefer living in a big city or in a village?

I would go for the former. Although living in a village seems idyllic, it might cause some
inconveniences. For one thing, villages normally are poor in transport systems, so, if something urgent
happens, it can be difficult to get help from the hospital. For another, they’'re badly off for educational
resources.

idyllic /1'dilik/ a. HI[EFFERY be poor in.. fF----- FIZE A=

be badly off for... fit= .-
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8. If you had the chance, would you leave your hometown? )

Yes, I think so. Although as a metropolis, Guangzhou exceeds many other cities of the country in
many respects, it's indeed too crowded and has too fast the pace of life. So, I'd like to move to
Hangzhou where life is more tranquil and I can have more time for the scenery.

exceed /1k'siid/ ve. ML, H : in many respects 7R £ J5ifi

the pace of life /:i% %7 % tranquil /treenkwil/ a. T# 19



1. Who do you live with?
I live with my parents. We're a nuclear family and I'm the only child.
nuclear family %> %5 only child 1+

W wrssmixsne, akt(hases(h)%F, RTHE LA extended family, %% & FK&,
12 5T # 3t K B % single parent family,

2. What do your parents do for a living?
My father is an architect and my mother is a teacher who teaches architecture in the university
where I'm studying. What a nice coincidence!

3. Do you have any siblings?
No, not really. I'm the only child in my family because of the one-child policy. But I do have
many cousins, more than 10, and they’re more than cousins to me. They're just like my own brothers

and sisters. I suppose we're quite a close-knit family.
one-child policy i/ T4 B a close-knit family X HRUIGH— KA

4. Do you get on well with your family?

Yes, we get on pretty well. I love my parents because of their easiness and openness. They never
force anything on me. They never make me follow in their footsteps to be a teacher or an architect;
instead, they always encourage me to be what I want to-be. I really appreciate it.

get on well A4kl i force sth. on sb. & 5 9595 &5 ¥ A

follow in sb.’s footsteps PR fifi 5= A i 25 &

5. Do you think you have spent enough time with your family?

No, not really. Now that I'm studying in a full-time university, I have to stay in the campus
during weekdays, so, I only have time for my parents on weekends. However, I also get a lot of
work and research to do, and friends to hang out with. I don't think I have much time left for my
family.

full-time university 4= H ifi] K% hang out with... 5 [f] i

6. Do you prefer living alone or living with your family?
I prefer living alone. You know, although you're in good hands when living with your family,
you've got to start your own family and learn to live without your parents one day. And living inde-

pendently helps you adjust to that.
be in good hands 7% (> B i start a family W% "¢ 5
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7. Is family important to you?
Without a doubt. Take this metaphorically, family is like a harbour where you can rest after a

long day of sailing, and also a tree under which you can always find shelter.
without a doubt Z& JCEE[0] find shelter %34



Neighbourhood B

1. What’s your neighbourhood like?

Our family has just moved into a newly-built residential area. It's equipped with some facilities,
such as pools and gyms. What my family like most is that there’s a river nearby, so once in a while
we. can walk down the bank, enjoying the sunset and having some quality time together.

residential area {15 [X be equipped with... &A1

quality time (%04 B AN)F V0] [H
2. How do you feel about your neighbourhood?

I'm quite satisfied with our neighbourhood. Honestly, we used to live several blocks away from
this residential area, but there were no gyms or schools nearby, let alone a river within walking
distance. So, I'm really glad that we've moved here.

let alone... A within walking distance 7} it fY 2

3. Has your neighbourhood changed much since your family first moved in?

No, not exactly. It's a newly-built residential area, so I don't expect any changes here soon. But
I've heard that within the next 30 years, our neighbourhood would be connected to the underground,
so going to work will be a piece of cake and I don't have to change three buses to get to work any-

more.

be connected to i£4E I %l I a piece of cake /3

4. How could your neighbourhood be improved?

Well, because this is a newly-built residential area, there’re only a few entertainment places or
supermarkets nearby currently. There’s just one shop near my home and it often fails to meet the
demand for food. Sometimes, I even have to drive far to purchase the things that I need. If we had
more of these facilities, that would be so great.

meet the demand for... i /& X A 3K facility /fa'sility/ n. [pl]id i

5. How well do you know your neighbours?

Well, we're actually pretty close to each other. Our family called on them the day we moved in.
Since then, we've been friends. I love hanging out with their kids. Sometimes, my family would invite
them over for dinner and they would do the same.

call on Ffijj invite sb. over # i 5 A ¥ &

6. What kind of people are your neighbours?

They're a lovely couple with one child about my age. They're all easy;going and helpful people.
Sometimes when no one is home, they would help pick up the packages for us. And it's always pleas-
ant to talk to them because they know how to entertain others.

easy-going a. Ffi FlfY pleasant /plezant/ a. % ARITREY,iTAE WA
7. Do you like your neighbours?

Absolutely. They're all very successful and delightful people. Since both of them are highly-regarded
professors, they've made great contributions to our community. I hold them in high regard.

delightful /dr'lartfal/ a. i+ A& WHY make great contributions to... Xf------ {1 1R K 57K
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hold sb. in high regard xf % A R H{

8. Do you think it’s necessary to maintain a good relationship with your neighbours?

Beyond all doubt. If we're on bad terms with our neighbours, we may face more stress than we
have to. We have to deal with lots of problems at work already. Imagine that you also have to cope
with those from your neighbours, wouldn’t that make you utterly give out.

be on bad terms with sb. 5% A 4k R & give out #% i

 Friends B} 3

I think that depends on how you define friends. Some people consider their acquaintances to be
their friends, but I have a rigid definition of friends. I only think of those who I can truly confide in
as friends. And honestly, there're just a few.

1. Do you have many friends?

depend on (T acquaintance /a'kweintans/ n. ALY A
confide in... [i-- - #f.L

2. What do you see as the most important value in a friend?

The most important value I see in a friend is honesty. I hope that a friend can speak with
candour about how she feels about things and how she sees things differently. Only in that way can
we actually understand each other and build a strong relationship.

honesty /pnistr/ n. 95, Eig speak with candour 54 if;

3. How often do you hang out with your best friends?

At least twice a month when we're busy, and once a week when we're not. Since we don't live
that close to each other, we can’t hang out much like other besties. But we try to find time for each
other as possible as we can.

close to fitir, 7F B} it bestie /besty/ n. i %

4. How do you keep in touch with your friends?

We normally talk through social media such as Weibo or Wechat. We used to chat on QQ, a
Skype-like software, but now we all like to use Wechat where we can not only talk with each other,
but also share our lives which can be seen by friends and family only.

social media 17 @ {k chat /tfeet/ vi. (R, WX

5. What do you like to do with your friends?

There’re so many things I love to do with my friends, like doing sports, going out for a fancy
meal or a movie. But the one thing I like most is reading a book together. We read the same book
separately and then exchange our views. It's fun to know others’ opinions on a subject.

do sports {ifiz 5l exchange view A& W 57 | 2€ it (B AE

6. Are you still friends with the people from your childhood?
No, not really. Honestly, when I was a child, the Internet and'social media were not as popular

as they are now, so my childhood friend and I have lost contact with each other through the years.
lost contact with... 5----- KEBFR through the years %04 L)%



7. How important are friends to you?

I think my friends are like the brothers and sisters that I could never have. They're the people
who I can share my happiness and sadness with and who I can confide in without any worries about
their laughing at me. I know I could always trust and rely on them about anything.

8. What do you think of your friends?

My friends and I are quite alike in many ways. We have similar tastes in food, music, values and
outlook on life. So we get along pretty well. I love them and cherish our friendship so much.

be alike in many ways & il 2 Jy il # 1 {1 have similar tastes in... f{t----- A7 AR B i A

get along well #]4b1}0f

Childhood ¢

1. What’s the best memory of your childhood?

When I was a child, work kept my parents occupied, so they barely had time for me. I remem-
bered one ordinary day, they dragged me off bed and took me to the Snowy Palace. It was an
amusement park featuring artificial snow and ice sculptures, which, I later learned, was to close down.

I hadn’t seen snow before. It was magnificent. I really had the best time there with my parents.
amusement park |- &2 close down f#][4]

magnificent /meaeg'nifisant/ a. W Uf Y

2. Do you think you have a happy childhood?

Yes, I think so. Although my parents weren't around for most of the time, I had my grandparents
and many friends as my company. My grandparents indulged me so much that they never failed to
provide me with anything that I wanted.

indulge /in'dald3/ ve. &% NE fail to do... AfEML-----

3. What did you enjoy doing as a child?

When I was a child, I enjoyed hanging out with my best friend. On weekends, we normally went
out shopping. Since we had a lot of allowance then, we could buy whatever we wanted. Now that I
think back, hmmm, the things we bought at that time were literally a waste of money.

allowance /a'lavans/ n. % H] think back [°]f

a waste of money 3 7% & % 7k B

4. Which did you enjoy more as a child, watching TV or playing outside?

Well, I would go for the former. At that time, you've got to admit, there were a collection of
brilliant cartoons on TV, such as Doraemon. Those animations caught every bit of my attention, so
normally I just wanted to stay home and binge-watch them.

cartoon /ka:'tu:n/ m. (i A Doraemon /doira:'emon/ n. M A &

animation /eni'meifan/ n. 2 H "binge-watch v, KEWH (MY H ), B E

5. Do you still like the same game now as you did when you were a child?
No, not exactly. When I was a child, the game my friend and I both enjoyed was Chinese rope
weaving. It's a game that you can play anywhere with a rope and a competitor. However, nowadays,
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