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Abstract

In the 1960’ s, the social contradiction in the
US intensified. On one side, African American
strongly opposed the segregation, demanded true
equal protection, civil right movement continuously
caused social unrest; on the other side, poverty had
been serious, despite the postwar overall prosperity.
All orders of society response actively. In wake of the
situation, after Lynden Johnson became the presi-
dent, he launched the Great Society social reform,
which deeply reshaped the development of American
society, and profoundly affected the American law.

The Great Society reform has made the New
Liberalism mainstream. The government involvement
with the people’ s lives were unprecedented. The
Great Society programs added new contents to the
Equal Protect Act. The government became responsi-

ble for the realization of citizens’ equal rights. The
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Great Society reform is the continuance of the New Deal, while it was
much wider and deeper, compared with the latter. Social Security has
become one of the government’ s main job. However, behind the pros-
perous outlook of the programs, the reform also brought many social
problems, which were criticized and amended by the following admin-
istrations.

This dissertation has four chapters. The first chapter is about the
history background of the Great Society reform. Segregation had long
been in American history. The Separate but Equal doctrine actually le-
galized discrimination. From the 50’ s African American started to pur-
sue equality through litigation. Chief justice Earl Warren led the Su-
preme Court to changed the conservative constitutional idea. The land-
mark decision of Brown vs. Board of Education was a major victory of
the civil rights movement. The civil rights movement gained its mo-
mentum in the 1960’ s, and J. F. Kennedy administration was pushed
to react. However, the conservative congress made the equality legisla-
tion standstill. Also the pressure from international affairs prevented
Kennedy to focus on the domestic issues. When L. B. Johnson became
the president, the New Liberalism had grown. The calls from social re-
form were high. In addition, the majority Supreme Court justices are
liberals. And the democrats have the landslide majority in the 89th
congress. All of the above laid a solid political and legal foundation for

the Great Society reform.
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Abstract

The second chapter talks about the pursuit of equality of the Great
Society. By the 1960’ s, the civil right movement shocked the whole
country. After Johnson became the president, he pushed the congress
to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which was a historical new page
of legal equal protection to African Americans. Then he managed to
have the congress pass the Civil Rights Act of 1965 to protect the right
to vote of African Americans. Those legislations profoundly changed
the African Amerincans’ s political ecosystem. In the mean time,
Johnson administration paid close attention to poverty, by prompting
the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 to start the anti poverty move-
ment. At the end his administration, Johnson helped to pass the Af-
firmative Action Plan, hoping to realize the socioeconomic equality of
people of colors.

The third chapter is about the Great Society reform and social se-
curity system. The United States had always followed classic liberal-
ism, where Laissez — Faire and Social Darwinism were popular. Roo-
sevelt’ s New Deal greatly influenced American legal thought. The
New Deal was featured with the declination of the right of the states,
as well as the rise of new liberalism. The New Deal has started the so-
cial security system in the United States. And president Johnson greatly
developed this system. Johnson administration set up medicare, as well
as the reform of education. The Great Society reform successfully im-

proved American poverty, and shifted the states to the path leading to
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welfare society.

The fourth chapter reexams the changes of American law during
the Great Society reform. The external factors that caused this reform
were the influences from the welfare society practice in countries like
United Kindom, plus the heated competition of social ideology. On the
other hand, the internal factors of this reform lie in the combination of
equality and welfare system were popular due to the two parties compe-
tition, and that the Constitution’ s internal morality demanded equality.
When the problems of the Great Society reform emerged, the republi-
can administration adjusted the reform. American political and legal
system gradually went back to balance. The reform caused the una-
voidable conflict between liberalism and conservatism. American polit-

ical and legal thougts have continued to develop under the said con-

flict.
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