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Abstract

Jiang Danshu was not only a pioneer of modern art education, but also an
outstanding artist in China. He has not only accomplished great achievements
in Chinese painting and calligraphy, but has also made prominent contributions
to fine art education as well, Yet, Jiang Dashu's artworks and educational
ideas were often disregarded in history, due to various reasons. The research
of Jiang Danshu has been a great interest of academics today, although the field
itself has been relatively small. There are significant historical, theoretical and
practical values in the research of Jiang Danshu.

This article will first focus on the environment Jiang Danshu grew up in,
his personal characteristics, educational ideology, as well as other aspect
including his social backgrounds and cultural connotations. Later, his artworks
and contributions in the field of fine art education in China will be analyzed.

Under the background of period of the construction of modern democratic
countries and the “ Western learing spreads to East”, Jiang Danshu had
experienced the formation of the new concept of the new national and the

“

transformation of the identity of modern intellectuals. Jiang Danshu’s “art
history” has become a modern symbol of the study of Chinese art history in the
twentieth century because of the development of the modern art education and
the historical literature of the traditional painting, Jiang Danshu advocates the
education idea of “personality casting” that reflect the thought of Western
modern indeperent personaliry, and in practice, Chinese traditional scholarship
“the unity of knowledge and action ” being occupy the dominant position. This
idea provides a useful reference solution for the current era of the theme. In the
late twentieth century and early nineteenth century, Chinese traditional
painting was faced with complicated and diversified transformation period, and
its development faced multiple choice and confusion. Jiang Danshu especially
likes to draw persimmon, we can see the image of personality was transformed

from “gentleman” to “national” through of works of Jiang Danshu’s. It can be
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said Jiang Danshu made outstanding contributions in the modern art education

in china and should be given an objective and impartial historical evaluation.

And he should not be submerged in history.

Keywords: Jiang Danshu; Chinese painting; Chinese handwork; academic

achievement; art education; artistic practice
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