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abandonment of work To leave site and refuse to continue work. Must entail a complete stoppage of work
with a clear intention not to continue or complete the work. The term is often used in arbitration and adjudica-
tion and marks a point where reference to legal proceedings can commence.

B BT B HAR kS TAF . A0S S AE M 58 245 1k ELRA 00 AS P4k 2 585 AR 1) P
R R TR R, ERR A, B R RV R S R AR

abatement of action  An interruption of legal proceedings. A party, normally the defendant, serves an appli-
cation of abatement giving reasons why proceedings should not continue.

dukifiz ERBRFEALIE. S8 (RO R T R IRE o, SR E TR
o7 £ 2 1) B

abeyance 1. A state of suspension, temporarily inactive, cessation or put to one side for a period of time. 2.
When the ownership of a property has not yet been decided or the condition of a property without an owner.
Lok —RPEfE EEHEHT, 5L B Bt AR B . 2. PRIAEBUREE T R A AL
I A 7 P BRI 7 I T A A B

abioseston Non-living particulate matter found floating in watercourses.

B BORBLEERE T 58 H 9 JoAE dir SRR I

abiotic  Non-living chemical and physical matter (not biological ). Abiotic components are parts of the envi-

ronment; water, sunlight, oxygen, temperature, soil, and climate.

ity Jefwity oA A A s BB (AEAE) o AR A A AR SR e A AL RUAB 435 K. BRI
. EAL R, AR,

ablution fitting A large communal sanitary fitting used to perform ritual washing.

DEALAER A THEAT OGRS

Abney level A hand-held instrument to measure vertical angles. See also CLINOMETER OF ACTION.

PR JEARMEIR W EX AR FRHATR. Bi2H "W @k

above grade A higher elevation than ground level. See also ABOVE GROUND LEVEL.

Mol FELL | P RS NER . BiESE msf LT Ek.

above ground level (US above grade) 1. The height above ground level. 2. Work undertaken on a
building after the building has come out of the ground.

L Hufi G5F20L | (5E[H above grade) b @ fElA ERFE, 2. HHMBIEHE T SRS b >
f& B SR R ST T

Abram’s law A rule that states the strength of concrete (or mortar) is inversely related to the water/cement
(w/¢) ratio. Provided there is suffcient water to ensure that the * hydration reaction occurs, the lower the wa-
ter/cement ratio, the higher the strength of the concrete/mortar.

FORIMER  —RBIVTHESE L (BUKK) WIRESHK/IR (we) HRMRERMIMN ., R
Ik R ARG R A T KA, WK/ R EERAR TR 55 -/ R 5 BE I

abrasion The wearing away of one material against another by " friction.
HE  —FiBDE S 5 — R bR P B R AE

abrasion resistance The ability of a finish to withstand wear.
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Wit EETE ol T 22 32 B AL R B

abrasive The use of friction/roughness to clean, grind, or polish a surface.

WFEE A A RS AT i . 8 ] sl T A

abrupt wave An unexpected increase in flow caused by a sudden change in flow conditions.

BEIR/FEUE i Tl R B0 i 5 SR B0 P S0 O ik e 1 K

ABS (acrylonitrile butadiene styrene) A polymeric material composed of acrylonitrile, butadiene, and
styrene 1o give a good balance of mechanical properties, used commonly as lavatory seats.

ABS (PRl — T 0% - R LBIERY) i, T B BORCmA R SR, BA R
W AOPLRIERE, HRA/E S .

abscissa The horizontal or x-coordinate within the * Cartesian coordinate system.

BEMebs R AR A bR RGP KO- A bRl x AR

abseil survey An inspection undertaken on a tall building/structure by a qualified person suspended via a
rope.

ﬁ!lr;@ﬂﬁt 3 3o A 3R AT T Yl BAR O B 3 i KR I R SR S R A TG A

absolute Not depending on anything else.

gty AR T HABIE TSR

absolute assignment The irrevocable transfer of the entire debt or all legal rights.

MR/ ORI AT L 4R 5 sl A kAR

absolute zero  The lowest possible temperature. Defined as zero degrees " Kelvin, which is equivalent to
273. 15 degrees on the Celsius scale.

TR TREARIRIREE . ESCRIFIREE, FTFF T 273,15 $RICHE.
absorbent The abilily to absorb, i. e. 10 soak up a liquid.

Mot MRl (BDIRIRGRIER) HIREZ.

absorption The process of absorbing a liquid.

Wi WS AR  R

absorption rate (absorption coefficient of water)  The rate of water absorption, ingress by capillary ac-
tion, into a material when exposed 1o a water medium over a period of time. The method for determining the
water absorption property is carried out in accordance with BS EN 772-11. After drying to constant mass, a
face of the masonry material is immersed in water for a specific period of time, both short-and long-term and the
increase in mass is usually determined. The water absorption of the face of the unit exposed is measured, after
drying to constant mass. The minimum immersion time is usually one hour, as specified in BS EN 7714, The
coefficient of water absorption is normally stated at 10, 30, and 90 minutes for masonry materials ( bricks and
blocks ).

Mo (RKERMCRED  YAE B ] PSSR BB R R KA B, A B B AN A R
PR K EE 3R . WK PR H0 5 J7 5 RS BS EN 772—11 bRt AT. 4066 kBT 2 46 5 i Bt
Joi . AEREE M BRI FE BRI — T AK AR, 38 0 SR o) A e ] LA B S8 e - A S o 4 T
FEfEEFESE, B RRZ IR Sk i BB (A1 5 £ 0 —/haF, W BS EN 771—4 bR AT L
SE. EETIMEEOME (FEBRAmIER) E55 10 5080 . 55 30 J38h B35 90 SiBhid iR K FR 2.

absorption refrigerator A refrigerator that operates using the absorption cycle rather than the vapour com-
pression eycle. In such systems, a heal source, usually waste heat, is absorbed and used to evaporate the re-
frigerant rather than using a compressor to compress the refrigerant. Quiet in operation and capable of being
driven by solar energy.

WAL R AR IR AR AR IR A e UL, R RGP, MR GER AR BR
W F A A e 0, i (o A L DL i o v 70 R A ¥4 LA 7 e e 2 L Tl K BB S )

absorptive form Se¢ PERMANENT FORMWORK.
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KA B4 RARERIR Wk, &l
absorptivity ( absorptive power) A property of a material that determines the amount of incident heat,

light, or sound energy that is absorbed by the material.

Wt (WWRRESD)  BOREMRIRAE, FILORE DRI ASTERAE . JEREERA REAY R

ABT See ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS.

ABT Z% “@EARMINE" k.

abut To adjoin; be next to; touch.

MESR/ S WEAR. Sk, R,

abutment 1. A solid structure, usually a pier or wall, which provides support to an arch, bridge, or vault.
It enables the loads from the structure to be transmitted to the " foundations. 2. The point where a roof slope
intersects a wall that extends above the roof slope. 3. The intersection between two building elements. 4. In
dam construction, the sides of the valley against which the dam is constructed.

Lo S/ B0/ vy —RE S MASH, R OIE G ERNERE, AL BRI e MR OL SR, RBME T
fof izt B kAl . 2. JRTI S YMREASTRAL R I R OB REAN S Y AL 3. 1R
MR PR A AL . 4. BUR FEAKINERBE, ARORAR T, AKIED AR T £

abutment flashing A " flashing at an " abutment, usually made from lead, although copper and mortar have
been used.

RIS T AR K 2 TS S5 28 RAL 22 K Bz, B R AT P A ROBE 3 i, L5 O 2
FHE 8

abutment piece (US) A “sill or " sole plate.

JeHE (R ARSI

abutment wall The wall that extends beyond an * abutment.

Bkl R B G IMYETRE

ACA Form of Building Agreement The Association of Consultant Architects construction contract.

ACA JUSiPpisRE X ¥ itk SR 2 i e S 5 0

ACAS (Advisory, Conciliation, and Arbitration Service) An independent publicly funded organization
founded in 1975 that acts to prevent and resolve employment disputes. It also provides professional advice and
training,.

ACAS (¥, TRt  HeE— 2 AR M AL, BT 1975 4, AT Wi Ak
FFEN Gy, SR L L% AR I

accelerated weathering ( artificial ageing) Normally a cyclic process that simulates adverse climatic condi-
tions (such as temperature, ultraviolet radiation, and moisture ) , which is used to assess the durability of mate-
rials.

mERAE (AT RS —BEEERURE RO (BIAREE . S5 BB EE) AR F it
B, HIT RS AR ATE.

acceleration A measure of the rate at which * velocity is changing, i. e. a change in speed over time.
IGEE R AR A AR T, R B ] 1T A AR

acceleration of work Agreement to complete the work in a shorter time. Within general law, the architect,
contract administrator, or client has no power to instruct the contractor to complete the work in a shorter period
of time than the expressed completion date, unless there is a provision (term) within the contract that allows
for the acceleration of works.

I 1. fERCERS IS8R TR e . (EE I G Y, BRAEA IR b A7 E SR iF n B T A 4R S
(), AMEFIE, A RSN AR 7R R4 7 H A 7R 92 T H 0 S 06 it ek ) 1 5 A
accelerator An admixture that enhances early strength ( hardening) but the long-term strength remains unaf-

fected. Regularly used in cold weather when urgent repair work is needed. Calcium chloride is the most com-
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mon accelerator, however, it reduces corrosion protection.

Il ARk LRI PR BRI (REML) (EOFASRE M KSR B A SRl HET EHITER
BEE TR RSP M. FALTS 2 ECH WA E R, (52 p it R AR

accelerometer An instrument for measuring acceleration.

I vk RN AR

acceptance An agreement, based on an offer, which forms a contract. An offer and acceptance are used in
contract law 1o determine whether a contract exists. For a contract to exist, there needs to be an offer, accept-
ance of that offer, and consideration (the thing of value at the centre of the contract). Acceptance can be made
orally, in writing, or by conduct. Acceptance must be unqualified.

R/ T IR AGA RN N BAFREES L THERSGFE—RAN. Z
EERAFAE, TEAEY ., MRBEANEE, VR (BT AR OO SR IS . &G o
Ak BmsRATahflt . AU A2 B AR

accepted programme The schedule of works that has been agreed, under the contract terms, to be used to
schedule activities and resources. The " Engineering and Construction Contract, previously the New Engineer-
ing Contract, makes reference to the accepted programme.

CHAEE AR & I A B A A AT A iR, K TS sh A IR s R, TR A T A A
(EoE TRER) h2RPCHAmEE,

accepted risk Risks accepted by the client or employer which can influence the works but are beyond the
contractor’s control or scope of works. Term used in GC ( General Contract) /Works Contract.

CEAR RS Col O RS i . T RE A RS2 RS Y, (HE Y R f A s i e ARV 1 Y
M. ZAERAT 6C (ERRF) AT AR,

access 1. The method of gaining entry to a building, a room, a site, or services. 2. The right or permission
to use something (access to documents ).

WE/BITR/ VIR 1. SEAREAN S, Bl SRR A A, 2. 6 AR 0 BCR) i T
(RS RIFFRL) -

access chamber See INSPECTION CHAMBER.

Bfgm 2% KA Ak,

access cover (access eye, inspection cover)  The removable cover on an * inspection chamber.

Krfgns  KEH L aTiREs ST

access floor (raised floor) A floor that is suspended above the structural floor. Usually consists of remova-
ble panels supported on a metal grid that is raised off the floor by adjustable pedestals or battens. The space be-
tween the two floors can be used to route various services such as data, telephone, power, lighting, heating and
cooling pipes, and ventilation.

ihahibb (RaRHRER)  BAELHRZ Lk, S T RE B R, X e A o 4 R S
R RS AU e T R SR s AR A R 1 BB S SR SR 2 A (] AT R . s L
Jy. HRE L R v A DA B RS A R R

access hole An opening, usually large enough for a person, that enables access o be gained to an area, an
installation, or services.

BrEfl —AF0, EEEUEN DA BB AR A TR KR, R R

accessories 1. Components not included as part of the original product. Often used to enhance or modify the
performance of the original product. 2. Components that are used to connect various building elements or serv-
ices together.

L EefF  IFRELE I SARER T EM . BT RESECER SO, 2. EEFE AT
AR R BE 7 — R T

accessory box (accessory enclosure) A box that is used to store accessories.
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ACPERT TR AE 1o

Access to Neighbouring Land Act 1992  Act designed to address problems that arise when entry to a
neighbour’s land is required to carry out work. The Act applies to basic preservation works only and would in-
clude maintenance and repair of buildings and property that cannot be reasonably undertaken within the bounda-
ry of the property. Application is made to the courts. The courts can only award access if it does not interfere
with the enjoyment of an owner’s land, nor should it cause hardship.

1992 AEHISE bl A Tide O gk Rt Hh 2500 ACHH 408 i BT 7 A [ 5 . A DU T TR A fR 4P
TR, WG ANRELE 7 AP & B SRR S A 5 7 R e S . ek e P i
(4 RS - ) A AAZ R, HAET ASGE R ER L BEA T RE (R F) EATHL.

access to works The contractual right to have access to the place where the work is to be undertaken. The
employer has to give the contractor access to the site otherwise it would be impossible for him/her to carry out
the work. Tt is not a breach of contract where access is prevented by third parties over whom the employer has
no control.

XURREA TR BTGRP XRS5 A R B AT AL b 204 T R AL X B ) AT A
(AR A TROUA AT RERE ) o X Tk F I TEF W A0 58 = XA A BELAG , AR T X
aFEmELS .,

accident An identifiable and specific event that was not anticipated and was unexpected. Generally, the fact
that something was an accident is not an adequate defence to an action brought in tort.

Pl —HEATHRREA T RO RS, RERZAMY . — MRS, SR — R SRR A
VRIA A R LA i B i

accidental error A mistake happening by chance that would influence accuracy; for instance, taking an in-
correct reading without realizing the mistake.

REPLETR  BEMLAR A PR mORE BPE R R BN, BRI T ASIE SR AR AR R BT R .
acclivity An upward slope or incline.

LAt 1 LR R

accommodation works  Activities that are undertaken or required to maintain structures, equipment, or land
that is the property or under the control of a statutory undertaker; such work may include; bridges, fences, and
gales lo protect railways, substations, etc. Where there is a statutory obligation to protect such works it must be
undertaken.

ACE TRE O AR T i AR 2 s Al T L il A WA 7= i s bty | 80 sl b A 2 4 i R 4 #) B
DEMES); R TR HFR, MR TRIPERBFIORTT . 2 S WFF7Em IRIP 2
LREIIRSE 55 W A H .

accord and satisfaction The purchase of a release from an " obligation. In * contract law an obligation ari-
sing under the contract may be purchased by means of consideration, without having to undertake the obliga-
tion. The accord is the agreement and the satisfaction represents the consideration taken into account to dis-
charge the obligation and makes the agreement valid.

A0 EE R W SRR — I 55 . AR Rl Al x50 36 RIS e 7 A 1 55
B ICAUEAT 55 o AR RD KR URAE , 10 B0 DA s Bk SC 55 R DI A 80T 7 S AT IR XA

accordion door A door comprising a number of sections that fold together like the bellows of an accordion

when opened.

Ngfﬁ%f] M TR AE— R AT, TR (Bgh) FREEHKAE.

accreditation A certification process by which an organization is awarded a standard of competency and credi-
bility.

NUE ) B2 AU T R RE T FA ol A R E T 7

accrued rights  The rights and duties of the parties following a contractor’s determination of employment under

the contract ( remedies of either parly). Such rights also give powers to contract administrators to issue instruc-
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tions, in relation to work already completed, e. g. for defective work.

REVHRUR]  FEARE 7 (6 0 X R 4 R R IR G, A28 5 A IABURI RN LS5 (A — 5 S5 AT 1
) o AT 5 R BARAUT, AT S g TR A K (BIRNEE XA BRI I TR )
N

accumulation The increase of something over time.

BB BAh S B (A] 0 1S

acequia An irrigation canal/ditch used in Spain and the American Southwest.

REMEAKRE 1T 75 B2 5 [ 74 g S A B E IR/ 1

acetone A flammable liquid from the family of ketones.

VAl — 7l TR 1) 2 A A

acetylene A hydrocarbon substance from the alkynes family.

L —FE TR S 5.

acid A liquid with a pH value of less than 7. 0.

% pHAEAST 7.0 A4

acidic A chemical compound whose properties are typical of an " acid.

MR B AR IR A

acknowledgement of service The formal step, by way of a letter, of responding to a claim. The letter would
state that a defendant intends to dispute part or all of the claim, state the particulars of the claim, and record
whether the court’s jurisdiction is accepted. The procedure is governed by the Civil Procedure Rules.
REIEHHIA  JE I BRIy O — TRV B AR A TSI N AP IR (R BRI B0 O A R R R
YA PR, WHTHRITEN, JHCR R TSR B E R, R R T R RA .
acoustic board A board used on walls, floors, and ceilings that is designed to improve *sound absorption or
* sound insulation.

MR T, MOBRMCRIEMRFE , 5 7EBGE I sk i & 8O

acoustic clip A clip that is attached to the floor joists to provide support for an acoustic floor. Used to reduce

“ impact sound transmission on floating timber floors.

BRI B T HOAFERE b IF A B o A B (U S0, T 58 43 8l A b A )l 75 £ 4
acoustic construction Any type of construction that improves the acoustics of the construction. For in-
stance, reduces " sound transmission, improves *sound insulation, or increases  sound absorption.
SRR (B BORTS LGRS R A A . I, DS e e e . SO B e
acoustic finish (acoustic finishing) A finish that reduces sound energy by absorption.

P Ul 3 e R ORGP I At A A T

acoustic floor A floor that is designed to reduce sound transmission.

T HbR BBt s A R I AR .

acoustic lining A lining material that is designed to absorb noise and reduce " sound transmission. Used on
pipes and ductwork.

PR R B oA MR AR 5 s 7 A e AR, T RE A A

acoustic plaster Plaster that has high sound absorption properties.

FAEARTE AR MR RE R KT -

acoustics 1. A branch of physics that relates to the study of * sound generation, sound transmission, absorp-
tion, and reflection. 2. In construction, the effect that sound has on a room or space.

1. e SRIEEE L S PR RS i RO R R 3. 2. R AR
FUA, 7 5 (A) a2 (] f 5
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acoustic tile A tile manufactured from * acoustic board that is usually used on ceilings to improve " sound ab-
sorption or " sound insulation.

PAEF AL 385 P T K AE 6% ey P 5 AR A B L P DA 3 75 sl B 75 -

acre An area of land equal to 4840 square yards (0. 405 hectares).

Yewi  EHVRIRURAL, (—3ERHT) ST 4840 5T (0.405 24h) .

acrylated rubber paints Special type of paints that are suitable for internal and external applications exposed
to chemical attack, or wet and humid conditions. May be applied to metal or masonry by either brushing or
spraying.

PRI IR FFIR ISR, T T AR R R AL R SR AR O P AN A AR e, wT
il A EOE AR 4 7 U B e SR s b b

acrylic A compound derived from acrylic acid.

PIIERRAR/ e ) — R IR (LR AR AL 5

acrylic paints A type of paint in an acrylic polymer emulsion renowned for its quick drying properties.
WlRRRE R R R ILRE, IR TR A

acrylic resin - See " POLYMETHYL METHACRYLATE.

MIGREMIE Z% CRPIRNGRTEE" Wk,

acrylic sealants A type of " sealant derived from acrylic acid.

PSRRI B R —Fh IR B PSR AR R R

acrylic sheet A polymer material derived from acrylic acid, usually transparent.

PR B W s o — R SRR RR A S R AR, G A

acrylonitrile butadiene styrene See ~ ABS.

PRI — T 0 - LRI 2% “ABS” dilk.

action 1. The physical operation of something. 2. A civil legal proceeding brought by one party against an-
other.

L figdh) HEPERRIE. 2. URin et — R RN RIAHET .

active earth pressure (Pa)  The horizontal pressure that is exerted on a retaining wall by the mass of soil it
retains. Active pressure develops when the wall moves away from the retained mass and the soil expands suffi-
ciently to mobilize its shear strength. The minimum horizontal stress (Pa) occurs when the failure strength of
the soil is fully mobilized, represented by the minor principal stress, and is calculated by multiplying the
“ coefficient of active earth pressure (K,) by the vertical stress at the point of consideration.

Eghbhey (Pa) By o2 S i K S ). 408 568 H H R P ok B
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active fire protection A fire protection system that uses electrical and/or mechanical equipment to detect or
suppress fires, such as " fire detectors, “alarms, " sprinklers, or ~ spray systems. They require regular main-
tenance to ensure that they are fully operational.

Bhiiby (P JCE IR G | AR BT Sk s AR 4 5 R/ BB 5 A A s bk R T B R
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active leaf The most frequently used opening leaf on a double door. When closed, it is held in position by
latching to the “inactive leaf.

AN T U TR (i R S FF IR T . e 06l T, T IR fE [ ) b

active solar heating A heating system that utilizes electrical and/or mechanical equipment, such as solar
collectors, pumps, and fans to collect solar energy from the sun to heat water.
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activity  An item of work or task that is needed to complete a project. Used in " eritical path Method schedu-
ling. An activity arrow is used to represent an activity graphically. The time that is expected to be taken to
complete an activity is known as the activity duration. An activity schedule is a list of all of the activities that
are required to be carried out to complete a project.

Wa o gE AT i AT I — I TAF SR 55 o i BT T OCBEBR AR IR I R A HE R . T 3
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Act of God A legal term meaning an occurrence caused by natural forces where foresight and prudence could
not reasonably anticipate it and guard against it. The term is not generally used in construction contracts,
* force majeure is the term usually used to cover such occurrences.

KR RS, fMbAGED R, . SERHERBER AR SIS But . EARE R
HARTERRE R, ARG AR TS F AR

Act of Parliament A statute that sets out the law, the legal will of parliament in written form. The acts pro-
vide the broad principles, with the detail of the law covered by regulations in the form of a statutory instrument.
WaMER AP, SRR EERS . SRR RE T ZM N, PR E
FATEL X o MR i 4 T TR DA

actuator A mechanical device that is used to convert electrical, hydraulic, or pneumatic energy into mechan-
ical energy. Used in flow control valves, meters, motors, pumps, switches, and relays.

Bahdh  —FHEHAE . KAESUXURBF M DB RO DL . W e R, (X3 . Wbl %, JF
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adaptor A device that enables the characteristics of one component to be matched to another component.

Used for joining * pipework, ~ ductwork, and electrical cables.
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addendum bills  Bills of quantities produced to alter or modify parts of the original bills. Problems often occur
where additional documents are used to modify the original bills as the addendum will refer to the original docu-
ment, but the original document does not make reference to the addendum. If not cross-referenced properly
such documents can be problematic. Addendums may be used to reduce the lowest tender so that it is within the
client's budget or to cater for minor alterations.

PRI XA A SN0 LA S LT R A B R . e T T IR B A b it
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additional work Work not identified or work over and above that specified in the contract. In standard build-
ing contracts additional work is dealt with under the various terms associated with " variations. See also
" EXTRA.

WAL &R AR E 0 TAE S A RFR e THE. fEfrEE RS, S TEREL S
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additive A substance that is added 1o another to alter ( normally improve) properties or performance, e. g an

* admixture to concrete.
R s E S — R Ay (— o) HE kst sEn R, fildn iR & £ iR
.

addressable system (intelligent fire alarm) A fire alarm system incorporating detectors that are capable of
sending signals back to the main control unit. Such a system can be used to determine the location of a fire and
activate the fire protection system.

WFhERSE CRREKE) —FMKERS, LRSS AR S8 Bk EE SRR . RSN
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adds Quantities of work, of a similar nature, that are added together under the same description. Adds are
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brought together before deducts are taken off, e. g. quantities of brickwork added together before the wall open-
ings, windows and doors, are taken off ( deducts).

Bm s B AR R B AR I — AR i TR R AR RS A S u R, filhn, e
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adhesion A process whereby the molecules of two separate substances cling together to form a bond.
#e PINARYBN G TRAE-RE RS .
adhesive (glue) A substance used to bond two objects or materials together.
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ad hoc  Something that is undertaken only when necessary for the specific purpose in question and is not
planned in advance.

I/ FF e SE IR A BEA BT, ARG SRR B

ad idem A Latin expression that means at the same point, agreed, or of the same mind. Parties that have a-
greed to a contract are said to be ad idem when agreement has been reached on the contract terms.

—8 —MITEE, EAAMRRA, B8, SUEEARE. SERRRERINER, BRRRE
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adjacent Adjoining, next to, near, or close to.

R WS, SBiEakiEiL.

adjoining property A building that has a common boundary or is attached to another property.

AR 5 55—l A SE R 5 s IR T 55—l it — BE 5T

adjudication Method used to resolve disputes. An adjudicator is empowered by contract or statute to settle a
dispute. A party to a construction contract has the right 1o refer a dispute to an adjudicator, where the parties to
the contract have failed to resolve their contractual differences. The adjudicator must act independently, hear-
ing the evidence and facts from both sides. Adjudicators are often lawyers or experts within the industry, but
can be any person that the parties agree to. Adjudication was introduced as a quick and cost effective method of
resolving disputes, when compared to * arbitration or litigation. The Housing Grant Construction Regeneration
Act 1996 states that provisions for adjudication must be included within construction contracts. Where contracts
do not comply with the Act, the Scheme for Construction Contracts will apply, thus adjudication is forced into
contracts even if the construction contract does not have provisions to include it. The Construction Industry
Council (CIC) procedures and the Technology and Construction Court (TeCSA) rules are often adopted as part
of the contractual machinery associated with adjudication.

HiHl, BH TG, RS S RSB AR P g A R 22y )7 2 ]
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adjustable steel prop (ASP) A steel support that is adjustable along its length. Used to provide vertical
support to floors and temporary beams.

W URRSCAE (ASP) AT ICICBEDy 1T A S AL, T DA st A e AR {8 gy S

administrative charges Costs associated with off-site secretarial, coordination, and management provisions.
With off-site resources it may be difficult to identify an exact figure, for one contract, so a percentage for the
“overheads, which includes administration, insurance, and banking charges are included in the
" preliminaries.
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administrative receiver A person or group appointed to act on behalf of the debenture holders to manage the
company as a going concern, often before the company goes into " liquidation.

PN BUEMERIAMARITE, UEERAR (GEEEL TR EHFSEsE
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admissibility of evidence The degree of consideration that can be given to evidence. Information, hearsay,
or opinion of an expert that a tribunal finds useful in coming to its decision. Where issues are irrelevant or con-
sidered to be biased, overstated, or glorified, the tribunal may be restricted in the use of such evidence. It is
more common in criminal cases for evidence to be restricted for fear that the nature of the evidence will result in
undue prejudice.
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admixture A chemical product which is added to * concrete ( <5% by mass) during mixing or by additional
mixing, prior o placing, such that the normal concrete properties are changed, e. g the speed of ~ strength de-
velopment, improvement of * permeability, protection from ° fungicidal attack, improvement in * workability.
SR Rl B A SR B SR i WS N ) 2 SO AR EE o (PURRSHRT 5% ) RUE
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adobe A building material made from water, sand, and soil containing clay that is dried in the sun. Straw or
other organic fibrous materials may be added to reduce cracking, aid drying, and to help bind the material to-
gether. An adobe brick, or mud brick, is made by placing adobe into a mould.
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adsorption The accumulation of a substance ( gas or liquid) on a surface of another substance (liquid or sol-

id) , forming a molecular film.
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advance (advance payment)  Payment or part payment made before work is undertaken. Some standard
forms of contract have provisions for advance payment. To be binding, the amount agreed and the date for pay-
ment must be inserted in the " appendix of the contract, together with the times and amounts of repayment.
“ Bonds are normally required for advanced payments.
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advances on account A provision (term) used in construction contracts which refers to periodic payments
during the progress of the work, normally at monthly intervals. The housing Grants Construction and Regenera-
tion Act 1996 now requires that all construction contracts make provision for periodic payments. Periodic pay-
ments may be -covered under the provisions for ° interim certificates.
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adverse possession Where the title of a person’s land transfers to another without compensation, often called
squatter’s rights. Title of land may be acquired under the Limitations Act 1980. If a person occupies or remains
in possession of land without rent or payment for a period of twelve years for private land or 30 years for Crown
land, and makes uses of the land which are inconsistent with the owner's enjoyment or intended use, then the

land may be acquired.
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