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Part ] Word Study
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Reading is an active, problem solving process. A good read-
er must acquire a number of reading skills and a good knowledge
of words. For example, it is impossible for you to know the exact
meaning of each word you read, but by developing your guessing
ability, you will be able to understand enough to arrive at the total
meaning of a sentence, a paragraph, or even an essay. The vo-
cabulary exercises are designed to help you improve your ability to

guess the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context clues( - F
LR IRR).

1. He’s completely lacking courage; he is a coward.
(The first part of the sentence actually defines the word “cow-
ard”. So you know that a coward is one who lacks courage: )

2. Bobis a thief; he would __ the gold from his grandmother’s
teeth and not feel guilty.
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(Bob is a thief. A thief steals. The semicolon( ;) shows that the
sentence that follows is an explanation of the first statement.
Furthermore, you know the definition of “thief” is a person who
steals. )

3. Our uncle was a , an incurable wanderer who never could
stay in one place.
(Traveler, drifter, roamer, nomad, the comma(, ) following the
blank shows a phrase is apposition(3%, [@{i), that is, a word or
a group of words which could be used as a synonym(fd ) of the
unfamiliar word. The words below the sentence are all synonyms
of “wanderer”. )

4. Unlike his brother, who is truly a handsome person, Hogaritty is
quite
(The words “unlike” signals that Hogaritty is the opposite of his

brother. Since his brother is handsome, Hogaritty must be ug-
ly.)

5. The dromedary, like all desert animals, can go for long periods of
time without drinking water.
(Even if the context does not fully reveal that the dromedary is a
type of camel, the word “like” helps to point out the dromedary
is a kind of desert animal. )

6. But surely everyone knows that if you step on an egg, it will

(Break. You recognize the cause and effect relationship in this
sentence. There is only one thing that can happen to an egg

when it is stepped on. )

The above examples fully show that it is not so difficult for us

to guess what a word means if we keep the following points in mind:

* Use the meaning of other words in the sentence or paragraph

and the meaning of the sentence as a whole to reduce the num-
ber of possible meanings.
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Use grammar and punctuation clues which point to the relation-
ship among the various parts of the sentence.

Use your general or common knowledge of the word.

Be satisfied with a general idea about the unfamiliar word; the
exact definition or synonym is not always necessary.

Learn to recognize situations in which it is not necessary to
know the meanfngs of the word.

Now do the following exercises. They will help you to read

more efficiently.

1 . Choose the best answers .

1.

Charles asked the bank for a small loan so that he could repair
his house.

A. sum of money B. load C. tool

. The flowers in the vase withered because they had no water.

A. became sweeter B. became red C. became dry

. That old man was so decrepit that he could hardly walk.

A. weak B. strong C. healthy

. A lot o f men were killed during the fierce battles of the Ameri-

can Civil War.

A. peaceful B. violent C. ugly

. A tropical rain forest is very lush because it receives much rain.

A. green B. yellow C. brown

. The land is fertile; the farmer discovered he can grow many

kinds of crops there.
A. fruitful B. poor C. fruitless

. The professor was chosen to teach the course of his expertise on

the subject.
A. interest B. drive C. knowledge
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8. Some children eat too many sweets and their teeth become de-
cayed .
A. bad or rotten B. good and strong C. nice and clean
9. As the fat man sat down, the chair collapsed under him, with a
loud noise of tearing canvas.
A. rose B. broke C. jumped
10. Not wanting to disturb the sleeping little cat, I gingerly lift her
from the box and put her on a blanket near the heater.  _

A. carelessly B. hurriedly C. carefully

Il . Guess the meaning of the unfamiliar words by using context
clues and then write a synonym, definition or description of
the italicized word .

1. The price of the shirt was excessive. In other words, it cost too
much.
The word “excessive” means

2. A cardiologist is a doctor who specializes in heart diseases.

The word “cardiologist” means

3. After a day of hunting, Harold is always ravenous. Yesterday,
for example, he ate two bowls of soup, salad, a large chicken,
and a piece of chocolate cake before he was finally satisfied.

The word “ravenous” means !

4. The king manifested his pleasure with a hearty laugh.
The word “manifested” means

5. She read my letter slowly to the end and then tore it to shreds.
The word “shred” means .

6. When the child moved to the city she often got lost if she went
out alone. She could never remember which direction she had
come from; she was unable to orient herself in her new sur-
roundings.

The word “orient” means

7. The members of the family were so angry that I decided to stay
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away from the house until dinner. Their rage truly frightened
me.
The word “rage” means

8. Doctors believe that smoking cigarettes is detrimental to your
health. They also regard drinking as harmful.

The word “detrimental” means

9. The shop was dusty and dirty. Everything seemed to be covered
with grease. He was happy to escape from that grimy place.
The word “grimy” means

10. The professor was very sagacious. Wouldn’t it be great if you

were also that wise?

The word “sagacious” means

Part Word Formation—Affixes
il 4%

Using context clues is one way to discover the meaning of un-
known words. Another way is the word formation. English words
are usually formed in 3 parts: stem, prefix, and suffix. A stem is
the root, or main part of a word.

A prefix is'something that is added to the beginning of a word
to change its meaning. For example, dis + honest = “dishonest”
means “not honest”.

A suffix is something that is added to the end of a word to
change the form of the word from one part of speech to another.
For example, “-ly” is a suffix usually added to the end of the stem
to turn an adjective into an adverb, such as bad (adj.) +ly=
badly (adv.). So you recognize immediately that a word ending
in “-ly” is frequently an adverb.

Sometimes English words can become very complex when
both prefixes and suffixes (both together are called “affixes”) are
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added to the stem. For example, “unfriendliness” has a prefix:
“un”, meaning “not”. It has 2 suffixes: “-ly” (which has changed
its spelling to “li” because there it is followed by another suffix) .
“-ly” changes the noun “friend” into an adjective “friendly”. Then
“ness” is added, turning the adjective “friendly” into a noun—
friendliness, the state of being friendly. Another word, considered
as one of the longest words in English language, is created by
adding many affixes to the word “establish”: “ antidisestab-
lishmentarianism”. Can you guess what the word means and how
many affixes are added to it? Recognizing affixes quickly can make
you a faster reader. The following tables show some of the most
commonly used affixes. Using your dictionary, you can find many
more examples of each of those shown.

A . Common prefixes

meaning examples
1. Negative

un- not, the opposite of unkind
in- not, the opposite of incomplete
im- not, the opposite of imperfect
ir- not ; irregular
il- not illogical
non- not nonstop
mis- wrong, bad ‘ misinform
un- reversing action untie
anti- against antifreeze
de- to reverse or to reduce defrost
dis- same as “un-" disconnect

mal- badly malformed
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meaning example
2. Location

sub- under, lesser in rank subway
trans- across, between 2 places  transcontinental
inter- between, among intermarry
super- over, greater than supercomputer
ex- outside of exchange
extra- beyond extraterrestrial
peri- around periphery
infra- below infrared

3. Size or Degree

arch- highest, worst arch-enemy
maxi- highest, worst maxi-rocket
mega- highest, worst megabytes
macro- very large macrostructure
super- very large superstructure
mini- half, partly miniskirt
micro- very short or small microscope
out- do sth. better, faster, outlive
longer than

semi- half, or partly semicircle
hemi- half, or partly hemisphere
sur- over and above surcharge
sub- lower than, less than subhuman
over- too much overeat

- under- too little undercook
hyper- too, extremely hyperventilate
ultra- too, extremely ultrathin



