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Preface

The year 2018 marks the 40th anniversary of China’s reform and opening up. In late December 1978,
the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China was held in
Beijing. It made a major decision to introduce the innovative program of reform and opening up in a shift of
focus in State work to economic construction.

Over the past 40 years, China has made great achievements that have attracted worldwide attention.
Great changes have taken place in terms of comprehensive national strength as well as social outlook,
from cultural construction to various aspects in the daily life of the Chinese people. The world was
marvelous to see changes taking place in China - changes from everyone wearing the same drab work
clothes (earning the sobriquet in the West of “blue ants”) to clothes with a distinct individual "personality”;
from "managing to solve food shortages" to "eating for health"; from living in "humble (cramped) rooms"
to possessing "decent apartments"; from travelling in a "single way" to a "pluralistic " approach; and from
"three basic needs for the household” (radio, sewing machine and a bicycle) to ownership of a wide range
of high-tech products. During the 40-year period, China has seen earthshaking changes in education,
systemic improvements occurring with each passing day, and all Chinese increasingly receiving quality
education; science and technology developing apace, with many fields developing from “catching up with
the world’s advanced level” to leading the development trend....

With 280 photographs taken by up to 100 photographers, our pictorial is aimed at showing readers the
momentous changes that have taken place in various aspects of life in China.

Let’s follow the progress through photographer’s lens to review history, cherish the present, and look

forward to the future...
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Members of the Gangbei Production Brigade of the Sixiang People’'s Commune in Jiashan,
have new clothes. In the 1970s, hundreds of millions of Chinese people wore clothes mainly

blue, black, grey and perhaps dark green.
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Anhui Province, happy to

of a somber hue, such as
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In Xiamen, Fujian Province, workers at the 4th Plastic Factory process sandals, much in demand around 1980.

1980
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A mother tries new dress on her child in Shanghai in 1981. At that time, hand-made clothes were beginning to appear

1981 / £, —(O3EELERFAFHK. ST, FIEFNKRRFEENMEMARNET, RENERSEEEREHE

with personalized designs, and they also became more colorful.
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Consumers buy cloth to make their own clothes at the Beijjing Department Store. In the 1980s, homemade clothing was

still very common.
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Taking wedding pictures while donning fashionable wedding dresses at the Chinese Photo Gallery on Wangfujing Street

1983

in the center of Beijing.
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Portrait of a family posing in very simple clothes in Yutian, Hebei Province.

1984
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Young people wearing bell bottoms and military-style overcoats in front of Beijing Zoo. In the early 1980s, such clothing
was the favorites of the fashionable young.
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/ An old man and his grandson in Western suits. In the 1980s, Chinese tunic suits and military-style clothing gradually

1986

withdrew from the fashion stage, making way for Western apparel.
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Newlj_@eéﬁgned fashions are exhibited at the 9th Commodities Fair for Manufactured Goods for Daily Use in

Gua”gthu Guangdong Province,.




& Clothing | Ol

1988

IERNEXBARNEE
B, (BEENERI1BT
RiGHEZF ETREE. B
ERFRITEE
Although Spring is still
cold in North China, girls
wear form-fitting pants,
loose overskirts and other
high fashion garments.




