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Touchstone Level 2A Contents and learning outcomes

Learning outcomes

Grammar

Language

Vocabulary

Pronunciation

Unit 1

Making
friends
pages 1-10

Ask questions to get to know your classmates using
the simple present

Talk about your favorite things

Use responses with too and either to show what you
have in common

Start conversations with people you don't know
Use actually to give new or surprising information
Read an article about small talk

Write a How-to article using correct punctuation

® Review of simple present
and present of be in
questions and statements

* Responses with too and
either

Extra practice

* Review of types of TV
shows, clothes, food, and
weekend activities

Speaking naturally

* Stress and intonation in
questions and answers

Sounds right
* Hard and soft consonants

Use expressions like Really? and Oh! to show surprise
Read an article about staying healthy
Write questions and answers about health concerns

Extra practice

unn 2 * Talk about your interests with can, like, hate, prefer, * Verb forms after can / can’t, | ® Interests and hobbies Speaking naturally
! be good at, etc. love, like, etc., and e Types of music ® Saying lists
Interests  Discuss your taste in music using object pronouns prepositions Sounds right
pm“'..zo and everyone, nobody, etc. * Object pronouns * Matching vowel sounds
* Saynoin a friendly way e Everybody, everyone,
 Use really / not really to make statements stronger / softer nobody, and no one
 Read an online forum about hobbies Extra practice
* Write online forum posts using linking expressions
Unit 3 * Talk about exercise and how to stay healthy using the * Simple present and present | ® Ways to stay healthy Speaking naturally
simple present and present continuous continuous * Common health problems * Contrasts
Health ¢ Discuss common health problems using if and when * Joining clauses with ifand « Common remedies Sounds right
pages 21-30 | « Encourage people to say more when ¢ Matching vowel sounds

Checkpoint

Units 1-3 pages 31-32

Unit 4

Celebrations
pages 33-42

Talk about gift giving and birthdays using be going to
and indirect objects
Talk about how you celebrate special days

Talk about plans using the present continuous or be
going to

e Future with be going to
* |ndirect objects
* |ndirect object pronouns

* Present continuous for the
future

® Months of the year
* Days of the month

* Special days, celebrations,
and holidays

Things people do to

Speaking naturally
* Reduction of going to
Sounds right

* Which sound in each group
is different?

Correct things you say with expressions like Well,
Actually, and No, wait

Use / mean to correct a word or name
Read an interview about a man's teenage years
Write answers to interview questions

determiners
Extra practice

* Use “vague” expressions like and everything Extra practice celebrate special days

* Give vague responses like /t depends if you're not sure

* Read an article about traditions around the world

* Write an invitation to a special event
u"[t s * Talk about growing up and your family background * be born * Time expressions for the Speaking naturally

using the simple past * Review of simple past in past * Reduction of did you

Growing up * Talk about school subjects people studied using most questions and statements | ® Saying years Sounds right
pages 43-52 (0f), a few (of), etc. * General and specific use of | ® School subjects o Haid and soft consonant

sounds

Unit 6
Around town
pages 53-62

Ask about places with /s there . .. 7 and Are there ... ?
Say where places are with next to, between, etc.

Ask for and give directions

Offer and ask for help with Can and Could

Check information by repeating words or using
expressions like Excuse me?

Ask “echo” questions like /t’s where? to check
Read an online guide to Istanbul
Write a walking-tour guide

® /s there? and Are there?
* Pronouns one and ones

e Offers and requests with
Can and Could

Extra practice

* Places in town
* Location expressions

* Expressions for asking and
giving directions

Speaking naturally

* Word stress in compound
nouns

Sounds right

* Matching vowel sounds
spelled witha and o

Checkpoint Units 4-6 pages 63-64




Interaction

Conversation
strategies

Start a conversation with
someone you don’t
know

Use actually to give or to
“correct” information

Listening

What’s the question?

* Listen to answers and
match them with
questions

This is a great party!

® Listen to responses and
match them to
conversation starters;
then listen for more
information

Contents and learning outcomes ‘!m!m

Skills

Reading

Improve your skills and

“small talk” your way to

success

* A magazine article giving
advice

Writing

How to improve. . .

* Write an article giving
advice on how to
improve something

Review of punctuation

Free talk

Sally’s party!

* Group work: Play a game
to make smalltalk at a
party

Self study

Vocabulary
notebook

Webs of words

* Use word webs to
organize new vocabulary

Say noin a friendly way
Use really and not really
to make statements
stronger or softer

Interesting hobbies

* Match conversations
about hobbies with
photos; fill in a chart

Favorite websites

« Listen for details as two
people talk about a
website

* Read an online forum

A message board

* Write a question to post
on a message board

® Link ideas with and,
also, especially, or, but,
and because

Common interests

* Group work: Ask and
answer questions about
your own hobbies

I really like to sing!

* Link new words together
in word “chains”

Encourage people to say
more to keep a
conversation going

Show surprise

Unhealthy habits

* Predict what people will
say about their habits;
listen to check

Coping with stress

* Match conversations
about relaxing with
photos; listen for details

Rethink your way to great
health

* Read an article about
improving personal
health

That’s great advice!

* Write a question asking
advice about a health
problem, and write
replies to your
classmates’ questions

* Use commas afterifand
when clauses

True or false?

* Pairwork: Ask questions
to guess true and untrue
information about habits

Under the weather

* Write down words you
can use with a new word
or expression

Checkpoint Units 1-3 pages 31-32

Use “vague”
expressions like
and everything

Give “vague” responses

Celebrations around the

world

* Listen to people talk
about two festivals, and

Let’s celebrate!

® Read an article about
traditions in different
countries

Congratulations!

e Write an invitation to a
special event, and add a
personal note

A new celebration

* Group work: Create a
new special day or
festival, and talk about it

Calendars

* Write new vocabulary
about special days and
celebrations on a

like / don’t know and answer questions « Formal and informal with other groups calendar
Maybe when you're not | congratulations! ways to begin and end a
=0ie * Listen for details in two note or letter
conversations about
invitations, and fill in
the blanks
* Correct things you say I don’t remember Teenage years An interview In the past I hated math!
with expressions like exactly . ... ¢ Read an interview witha | * Write interview

Well, Actually, and No,
wait

Use  mean to correct
yourself when you say
the wrong word or name

* Listen for corrections
as people talk about
childhood memories

A long time ago

e Listen for details as a
man talks about his
teenage years

man who talks about his
teenage years

questions to ask a
classmate about when
he or she was younger,
andreplytoa
classmate's questions
e Link ideas with except
(for) and apart from

* Class activity: Ask your
classmates questions
about their childhood,
and take notes

* Group new vocabulary in
different ways

Repeat key words to
check information

Use “checking”
expressions to check
information

Use “echo” questions to
check information

Finding your way around

* Match four sets of
directions with the
destinations by
following the map

Tourist information

* Listen to conversations
at a visitor center, and
predict what each
person says next to
check the information

3days in Istanbul . . .

* Read a travel website
about Istanbul

A walking-tour guide

* Write a guide fora
walking tour of your city
or town

* Expressions for giving
directions

Apartment hunting

® Pairwork: Ask and
answer questions about
two apartments, and
choose one to live in

Which way?

* Draw and label a map to
remember directions

Checkpoint Units 4-6 pages 63-64




Getting help

Useful language for . . .

- e - - " B

(How do you say “

”in English?

AZJ

[I’m sorry. What did you

say?

a3

(How do you say thisw

ord?

A3

(What do we have to do?

A%

(I don’t understand. What do you m

ean?

AY

(Do you mean

A

[Can you spell “

” for me, please?

A%

Working with a partner

Whose turn is it now?

| It’s my / your turn. I
g;you want to go ﬁrst?]
LOK. I’ll go first. / No, you go ﬁr&t)

This time we change roles.)
| OK. I’ll start. l
Are we done?
LYes, I think so. Let’s try it ag@

Let’s compare answers.]
LOK. What do you have for number 1?

for number 3?]

. Let’s check again. '
go/you understand this sentence?j
LYeah. It means “

e

Do you have
LNo, | have

Vi
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CMakmg friends \ 1
£81 In this unit, you learn how to . . .

Lesson A Lesson B Lesson C Lesson D

* Ask questions to get * Talk about your = Start conversations * Read an article about
to know your favorite things with people you small talk
classmates usingthe  + yse responses with don’t know * Write a How-to article

simple present too and either to * Use actually to give using correct
show what you new or surprising punctuation s
have in common information

Before you begin . . .

Where do people make friends? What questions can you ask
a new friend about these topics?

» school or work * free time

* home and family * favorite things 1



Getting to know you

L R —

'How well do you know your
‘new CLASSMATES?

1. What'’s your name?

2. What does your name mean? 1. Where do you live?

2. Do you like your neighborhood?

3. Are you named after someone? 3. Do you live alone or with your family?

4. Do you like your name?
5. Do you have a middle name?

4. Where are your parents from?
5.

L] 'l:‘—‘mﬂ- > |
FRIENDS

1. Do you often make friends online?
2. What's your best friend like?

a. If yes: What'’s your major?

b. If no: What do you do for a living? 3. What does your best friend do?

' 2. How do you get to work (or class)? 4. What do you and your friends do when you get

. 3. How long does it take?
4,

together?

5.

n Getting started

Ab%ssl A Pair work Write one more question in each section of the questionnaire.

Then interview a partner and take notes.

B Pairwork Tell a new partner five interesting things about your first partner.

a Speaking naturally Stress and intonation

A A 5%
Do you have a nickname? Are you from a big family?  What do you do for fun?
7~ £y N
Yes. People call me Jimmy. Yes. | have four sisters. I go to the movies.

A o)) 1.02 Listen and repeat the questions and answers above. Notice the stress on the important
content word. Notice how the voice rises, or rises and then falls, on the stressed word.

Ab%ssE B Pair work Ask and answer the questions. Give your own answers.



Making friends UL LERR

a Grammar Present of be and simple present (review) %)) 1.3 Extra practice p. 140"

Present of be

Are you from a big family? What’s your name? Is it Leo?
Yes, | am. I’'m one of six children. Yes, it is. My name’s Leo Green.
No, I’m not. There are only two of us. No, it’s not. My name isn’t Leo. It’s Joe.

Are you and your friends full-time students? Where are your parents from? Are they from Peru?
Yes, we are. We’re English majors. Yes, they are. They’re from Lima.
No, we’re not. We’re part-time students. No, they’re not. My parents aren’t from Peru.

Simple present

Do you have any brothers and sisters? What does your brother do? Does he go to college?
Yes, | do. | have a brother. Yes, he does. He goes to the same college as me.
No, | don’t. I’'m an only child. No, he doesn’t. He works at a bank.

Do you and your friends get together a lot? Where do your parents live? Do they live nearby?
Yes, we do. We go out all the time. Yes, they do. They live near here.
No, we don’t. We don’t have time. No, they don’t. They don’t live around here.

A Think of a possible question for each answer. Compare with a partner.

1. A ? 5. A ?
B No, I’'m not. | have a brother and B Yeah, they are. My grandparents are from
a sister. here, too.
2. A ? 6. A ?
B She works at a software company. B We usually go shopping or have lunch.
3. A ? 7. A ?
B No, | don’t. | usually use my dad’s car. B No, she doesn’t. She lives an hour away.
4. A ? 8. A ?
B Turquoise. And | like blue, too. B My classmates? They’re all smart.

At B Pair work Ask your questions. Give your own answers.

0 non erro

Use do or does in simple

. o o , TP | present questions.
a Listening and speaking What’s the question? Wit o yousiudy?
Where does your family live?
A ®) 104 Listen to Miranda’s answers to these questions. (NOT Whatyotrstuey? :
Number the questions 1to 6. Whereyourfamilytive?d)  §
[] Do you have any pets? [7] What’s your favorite season?
[] Do you ever go out on [] How much time do you
weeknights? spend with your family?
[[] What’s your favorite band? [] What do you usually do on

the weekends?

B ) 1.04 Listen again. What do you learn about Miranda?
Take notes for each question.

AbssE C Pairwork Askand answer the questions above. Ask your

partner follow-up questions to keep the conversations going.




Lesson B Things in common

ﬂ Building language

A o) 1.05 Listen. What do these friends have in common? Practice the conversations.

. O
M

- A Dogs are so noisy, and they A | don’t watch much (A | love shopping. | can shop
always wreck things. I’'m television. for hours! Too bad | can’t
just not an animal lover, | B No, | don’t either. afford anything new.
BURSS. A | mean, | watch pro football. B Iknow. | can’t either. I'm
B Well, I’'m not either. I'm B Yeah. | do too. But that’s broke.
allergic to dogs and cats. ) L abou,t it ) kA Yeah, | am too. )

Fectll B Complete the responses so the speakers agree. Use the conversations above to help you.

1. A I’m afootball fan. 3. A ldon’t like animals.
B Yes,lam . B No, | don’t
2. A llove shopping. 4. A lcan’t have a pet.
B Oh,ldo . B lcan’t
a Grammar Responses with too and either &) 1.06
Present of be Simple present can
I’'m allergic to cats. | watch pro football. | can shop for hours!
| am too. | do too. | can too.
I’m not an animal lover. | don’t watch much television. | can’t afford anything new.
I’m not either. | don’t either. | can’t either.

People also respond with Me too and Me neither (or Me either).

People actually say Me either
A Respond to these statements using too or either. more often than Me neither.
Then practice with a partner. Bl Me either.

1. lwatch a lot of sportsonTV. | do too. 4. I’'m not a morning person. W Me neither.

2. I’'mallergic to nuts. 5. ldon’t have a pet.
3. lcan’tafford a new laptop. 6. 1can eat chocolate all day.

Abesl B Pairwork Student A: Make the statements above true for you.
Student B: Give your own responses.

A I don’t watch a lot of sports on TV.
B I don’teither. OR Really? | watch all the basketball games.



Making friends UL GEES
a Building vocabulary

A Brainstorm! How many other words can you think of for each topic? Make a class list.

WEEKEND ACTIVITIES ® TV SHOWS 4 1 CLOTHES
;. !ny 3 4 ; |

o

"B play sports the news - = a sweater
| eat out talk shows ) i ey a dress
sleep late | cartoons E | vegetables | : a suit

gotoaclub | documentaries | | ice cream | a jacket

Y.

2% B Pairwork Complete the chart with your favorite things. Compare with a partner.

Then tell the class what you and your partner have in common.

A | eat out on the weekends.
“We both eat out on the weekends.”
B I do too. ..
o : butary notebook p. 10~
AbSssl € Class activity Complete the sentences with your likes and dislikes.

Then tell your classmates your sentences. Find someone with the same tastes.

f 1. Ilove . (type of food) |

| 2. ldon’t very often. (weekend activity) ‘
3. |like to wear . (item of clothing) ’
4. I’m not a big fan. (sport)
5. Ilike . (color) f
6. |can’t stand . (type or name of TV show) | |
7.

| hate . (type of food) f

A Ilove pineapple.
B Idotoo. OR Ohreally? | don’tlike it so much.



strategies

ﬂ Conversation strategy Starting a conversation

A What are good topics to talk about when you meet someone for the first time?

Check (v) the boxes.
] your salary ] your family [] the weather [] someone’s appearance
[] your health [] where you live ] your problems [] things you see around you

B «) 1.07 Listen. What topics do Eve and Chris talk about?

Eve Ooh, it’s cold tonight.

Chris Yeabh, it is. But actually, | kind of
like cold weather.

Eve You do?Really?...Boy, there are
a lot of people out here tonight.

Chris Yeabh, it gets pretty crowded on
weekends.

Eve Do you come here a lot?
Chris Yeah, | do, actually.

Eve So areyou a big hip-hop fan?
Chris Yeah, | am. Are you?

Eve Actually, no, but my brother’s in
the band tonight.

Chris Oh, really? Cool. ... By the way,
my name’s Chris.

Eve Nice to meetyou. I’m Eve.

C Notice howEve starts a conversation with a stranger.
She talks about the things around them, like the
weather and the club, and asks general questions. Do you come here a lot?

Find examples in the conversation.

i . =ld o

Ooh, it’s cold tonight.

D Pairwork Think of a situation where you could use each conversation starter below.
Compare with a partner. Then role-play the conversations.

“The flowers are beautiful, huh? | love spring.” on a bench in a park
“Gosh, it’s so crowded here. And it’s hot!”

“Wow. The elevator is really slow today.”
“Hi there. It's windy, huh?”
“Hmm. This food doesn’t look too good.”

VAl

“I’m a bit nervous. Is it your first class, too?”




Making friends ‘!mil.

a Strategy plus Actually

About
you

About
you

You can use actually
to give new or surprising
information.

You can also use actually to
“correct” things people say
or think.

A So, you’re American?

But actually, | kind of
like cold weather,

Actually is one of the top 4
200 words.

A Match each conversation starter with a response. Then practice with a partner.

It’s really chilly in here. _b

Actually, | take the subway. It takes an hour.
It’s the air conditioning. Actually, | feel OK.
Yes, it is, actually. I’'m a little nervous.
Thanks. It’s actually from a vintage store.

No, actually I'm from a small town about
three hours away.

Is this your first class here?

So, you’re a full-time student? _____
Do you like this neighborhood?
Do you drive to class?

e 0 o e

| like your sweater.

bl

Do you play guitar or anything? Yeah, | do, actually. It has some great stores.
So, you’re from around here? g. Um, part-time, actua“y. I work in a hotel.

. Actually, | do. And piano.

O N OO WwNh =

=

B Pairwork Start conversations using the ideas above. Use actually in your
responses if you need to.

“It’s pretty warm in here.” “Yeah it is, but | kind of like it, actually.”

Listening and strategies This is a great party!

A «)1.08 Listen to six people talk at Tom’s party. Which conversation
starters are the people responding to? Number the sentences 1to 6.

] Great music, huh? [C] The desserts look good.
[] Areyou a friend of Tom’s? [] Isit me, oris it really hot in here? 32
This is a great party. [] 1 don’t really know anyone here. Do you?

B «)1.09 Now listen to the complete conversations. Check your answers.
What six things do you find out about Tom?

I C Class activity Imagine you are at a class party. Start conversations with your classmates.

Find out something new about six classmates.

A I like your jacket.
B Thanks. Actually, it’s from a vintage store.

“Freetalk p.129



Lesson D Making small talk 2

A What is small talk? When do people use small talk? Tell the class.

B Read the title of the article and the introduction on the left.
Think of a tip. Then read the whole article. Was your tip

First, read and think about the title. j
mentioned? )

Try to predict three ideas in the article

i TR
your skills and WM | 00
"SMALL TALK”

your way to
success

&€& a comment about your surroundings — for |
o example, the weather (“It's really cold today.”)
~ or the event (“There are a lot of people here.”).

€) )5k questions. Try to find something you have
in common: “Are you new to the company,
| too?” However, don't ask very personal questions,

According to some surveys, the for example about someone’s salary or age.

ability to make small talk is
important for social and
professional success. Chatting
about topics like the weather or
weekends helps you connect with
people, and that can be the key to
making friends or business
contacts. You don't have to be
outgoing to make small talk. Just
follow these easy tips.

o (STEw actively. Show interest with comments like 7
£ “Oh, really?” or “That's interesting.” Keep eye contact,
| and don't look around the room during your conversation.

k. Q &ARw about what's going on in the
I “world, so you can add to any discussion. [§

s B = oo o : -';'-~-; , . V.
e
\
»

: O p=axe your time. Don't rush the conversation, v
i and don't look at your watch. It can seem rude. &= g
i -

0 wSwWER people’s questions with interesting or funny
- . . .
Ly stories. People love stories and will remember you.

| .
Q EAVE politely. To end a conversation, say
“something like, “Well, it was nice talking to you.”
= or “Great meeting you. Good luck with your job search!”

4

' 7 &&7 in touch. Send a quick email or text
N _message. Say, “It was good to meet you.”

-

C Read the sentences below. Which tips from the article are the examples of?
Write the number of the tip.

“Well, it was great talking with you. By the way, here’s my card.” _____
“So, what kind of work do you do?”
“The desserts look really good.”

“Hi, Carlos. Pleased to meet you. I’m Frank.”
“Wow! That sounds amazing!”
“Well, | often go biking on the weekends. Actually, last weekend | got lost and . . .

o hwWhN -~



Making friends ‘!Iml-

D Pairwork Discuss the questions below.

1. Read tip 2 again. Can you think of another example comment?
2. Read tip 3 again. What other good questions can you think of?

3. Read tip 5 again. What is going on in the world at the moment? Choose two topics that
you can use in a conversation.

Read tip 7 again. Do you have a funny story you can tell? What is it?
5. Canyou think of one more tip on how to improve your “small talk” skills?

a Writing How to improve. ..

A Brainstorm ideas for each topic and write notes.

__|Improve your friendships | Improve your social life Improve your English
: i i

E i
o .
‘_mrf\ e . - .,,yﬂ’"’ PSR e T,

> g 2 .
et A D o L i S Y =N

B Read the Help note and the extract from an article below. Correct the punctuation.

'/ Help note

‘ Punctuation )
How to improve your friendships ‘ * Use a CAPITAL letter to start a
_ ) : sentence.
are your friendships in good shape good friendships are * Use a comma (,) before
important they can make us happy and healthy : quotation marks (“”) and
here are some tips to improve your friendships : in lists.
1. Keep in touch. Text or call and ask how are you don’t ‘ * Use a period () at the end of a
forget to say thank you when a friend helps you : statement and a question mark
(?) at the end of a question. §

C Write an article on one of the topics you brainstormed above. Give three tips.
Then read a partner’s article and check the punctuation. Can you think of another tip?

a Talk about it Friendly conversations

Group work Discuss the questions. Find out about your classmates’
conversation styles.

» When do you make small talk? What do you talk about?

» Do you thinkit's odd when a stranger talks to you?

» Areyou a talkative person?

» Do you think you talk too much?

» Areyou a good listener?

» Are you usually the “talker” or the “listener” in a conversation?
What topics do you like to talk about?
What topics do you try to avoid?

’((‘- Sounds right p.137
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* Vocabulary notebook / Webs of words

10

Learning tip Word webs

You can use word webs to organize your new vocabulary.

1 Complete the word webs for clothes and food using words from the box.

bread jacket jeans pineapple rice skirt sweatshirt  yogurt

| Jacket

clothes

2 Now make word webs about colors and TV shows. Write a sentence about each word.

| never wear purple.

| purple

S

TV

colors

\/ play tennis and eat
| pineapple in pink pants. |

On your own

Choose a letter of the alphabet.
Think of a color, a food, an activity, and an
item of clothing that start with that letter.
Then make a sentence using the four words.

Gol Now Tcan . . .

M can... I need to review how to . . .

B ask questions to get to know people. B use actually to give new or surprising information.

M talk about my friends, family, and lifestyle. B understand conversations about people’s lifestyle.

M talk about myself and my favorite things. B understand small talk.
show | have things in common with people. B ead an article about small talk.

B start conversations with people | don’t know. B wirite a How-to article.




