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Life is a great surprise. I do not see why death
should not be an even greater one.

—Pale Fire

It cannot be helped. I must know where I stand,
where you and my son stand. When that slow-motion,
silent explosion of love takes place in m e,... over-
whelming me with the sense of something much vaster,
much more enduring and powerful than the accumula-
tion of matter or energy in any imaginable cosmos,
then my mind cannot but pinch itself to see if it is re-
ally awake. I have to make a rapid inventory of the
universe. ...I have to have all space and all time par-
ticipate in my emotion, in my mortal love, so that the
edge of its mortality is taken off, thus helping me to
fight the utter degradation, ridicule, and horror of
having developed an infinity of sensation and thought
within a finite existence.

—Speak , Memory
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