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All happy families are like one another;

each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.

——Leo Tolstoy
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Part One A First Look

® Look and Say

Directions: This is a picture of a family. Read it carefully and then discuss the questions with your

partner.

Questions for discussion
1. How many people are there in this family? Who are they?
2. Do you know the basic forms of families in China? What are they?

3. With the development of society ,what changes have taken place in family structures?



® Reading the Passage

Directions: Read the following passage in 10 minutes and try to get the main idea through your first

reading.

Families

1 “Family” —the word has different meanings for different people, and even the dictionary gives

us several definitions: “a group of people related by blood or marriage” , “two adults and their
children”, “all those people descended from a common ancestor”, “a household” and so on.
Some people think of a family as a mother, a father, and their children; others include grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. For some of us, family means the group of relatives living far a-
way from home. For others, having a family simply means having children. Some families have
long histories, while others know very little about their ancestors. No matter if it is young or old,
large or small, traditional or modern, every family has a sense of what a family is. It is that, feel-
ing of belongingness, of love and security that comes from living together, helping and sharing.

2 There are basically two types of families: nuclear families and extended families. The nuclear
family usually consists of two parents (mother and father) and their children. The mother and fa-
ther form the nucleus, or center, of the nuclear family. The children stay in the nuclear family un-
til they grow up and marry. Then they form new nuclear families.

3 The extended family is very large. There are often many nuclear families in one extended fami-
ly. An extended family includes children, parents, grand-parents, uncles, aunts, and cousins.
The members of an extended family are related by blood ( grandparents, parents, children, broth-
ers, sisters, etc. ) or by marriage (husbands, wives, mothers-in-law, etc. ). They are all related
so the members of an extended family are called relatives.

4 Traditionally, all the members of an extended family lived in the same area. However, with the
change from an agricultural to an industrial society, many nuclear families moved away from the
family home in order to find work. In industrial societies today, the members of most nuclear fami-
lies live together, but most extended families do not live together. Therefore we can say that the
nuclear family becomes more important than the extended family as the society industrializes.

5  In post-industrial societies like the United States, even the nuclear family is changing. The nuclear
family is becoming smaller as parents want fewer children, and the number of childless families is in-
creasing. Traditionally, the father of a nuclear family earned money for the family while the mother
cared for the house and the children. Today, more than 50% of the nuclear families in the United
States are two-earner families—both the father and the mother earn money for the family—and in a few
families the mother earns the money while the father takes care of the house and the children. Many
nuclear families are also“splitting up”—more and more parents are getting divorced.

6  What will be the result of this “splitting” of the nuclear family? Social scientists now talk of two
new family forms: the single parent family and the remarried family. Almost 20% of all American

families are single parent families, and in 85% of these families the single parent is the mother.
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Most single parents find it very difficult to take care of a family alone, so they soon marry again
and form remarried families. As social scientists study these two new family forms, they will be a-

ble to tell us more about the future of the nuclear family in the post-industrial age.
(641 words)

® Words and Expressions

definition [ |defi'nifon ]n. an exact statement of the meaning, nature of sth. esp. a word or phrase &
X, B
descend[ di'send ] vi. (of property, quality, rights) pass (from father to son) by inheritance; come
from earlier times & °F ; T3k, & F %
ancestor| 'aensista |n. any one of those persons from whom one is descended #5¢ , # 5%
household[ 'haushauld | n. all persons (family, lodger, etc. ) living in a house Z £, /*
relative[ 'relativ |n. person to whom one is related by blood or marriage 3 J&, 3
traditional [ tra'difonal Ja. following ideas or practice that have existed for a long time {%%4 (1)
security[ si'kjuoriti |n. safety, freedom from danger or anxiety %4>
nuclear [ 'njuzklia Ja. of a necleus,esp. of a heavy atom,with release of energy # 1 i, #GEH;
N
nucleus[ 'njuklias ]n. central part,round which other parts are grouped or round which other things
collect # L
extended| iks'tendid ]a. enlarged (in space or time) ¥k
agricultural [ ;&egri'kaltfaral Ja. of the practice of farming 7\l ff)
industrialize[ in'dastriglaiz ]vt. make or become industrial i T /244
post-industrial [ 'poust-in'dastrial ]a. after industrialization Jg T\ {k
earner| 'amo |n. money-maker Bk E
split [ split] (split, splitting) v. break, cause to break; separate 4}%!
divorce[ di'vors |n. legal ending of a marriage 5§ vt. put an end to marriage ; separate 5+
B, R
social[ 'soufal Ja. of or in society ¥4 ;432 ()

@® Phrases

care for like; look after; worry about &% ; BRJEfi ; Fy----- o
split up to break into many parts, separate; divorce 433, /3 I ; B U

@® Cultural Hints

single-parent family It is a new type of family structure in the western countries like Ameri-
ca. In this family, there is only one parent (either mother or father). The reason for this is partly
the increasing number of women or men who have children without being married. But most sin-

gle-parent families exist as a result of divorce. The appearance of single-parent families is inevita-
ble in the development of society, economy and politics. H.3E 5% B2 & 24 4 P4 H & 0) —Fh K iE



G54 G R R RIEF R R R AR IS4 B MR EB R,
post-industrial society A post-industrial society is characterized by such industry as ser-
ving, hi-technology, etc. instead of the traditional heavy industry. In the western society like A-
merica, post-industrialization is highly developed. J5 Tk 4t & 4FEJ& , 440 8 Tl Eb Bl F B,
AR5l R AR F B L BT, R EEXHEMTE TS, HE TR K&,
two-earner family As the name implies,a two-earner family has two people to earn money

to support the whole family. However, it has recently evolved into a new type of family structure—
DINK family, that is,double income no kids. XU A Z% 52 3T 4 3 K& J& 1R — Fh 3 09 28 i 45 4
— TR RE, IR AT F LM KEE

1
® Vocabulary Map
) @
(D Directions: The following vocabulary map may help you form a schema on the main idea of the
passage. Fill in the map with what you think suitable according to the passage. HE
w
il
nuclear =
families
23
;3

(2) Directions: State the main idea of the text on the basis of the vocabulary map. You may begin with

the sentence given.

Basically , there are two types of families: extended families and nuclear families.

&

® Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the passage again carefully and choose the best answer for each of the following i-

tems.
1. is a new family form of the nuclear family.
A. The extended family B. The childless family
C. The single parent family D. The two-earner family

o

is the one thing shared by all kinds of families.
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Living together
Long family history
The feeling of belonging, love and security

Being related by blood or marriage

3. People in extended families do not live together today, because

A.
B.
C.
D.
4.
A.
B.
C.
D.
5i
A
C.

young people show no respect for their parents
living alone means more freedom for the youth
young people want to go outside for a job
nuclear families are more popular and important
results from post-industrial societies.
Many nuclear families’ being away from the extended family
The increase in childless families
The bad relationship between family members
The spread of the extended family
is the result of the failure of marriage.
The nuclear family B. The childless family

The double-income family D. The remarried family

® Vocabulary and Structure

(1 Directions: Complete the table with missing members of the word-families.

Verb Adjective Noun
meaningful
marry
relative
industry
define
extension

(2) Directions: Fill in the following blanks with the proper form of the words listed below.

1. Mr.

2. David is one of my nearest

3. More and more coastal cities like Shengzhen are highly

4. Drin
5. For
6. The

relate extend traditional industrialize
marry secure society descend
Brown has a (n) knowledge of Chinese literature.

king tea is a Chinese

young couple live a happy life after

, you'd better keep the child away from the fire.




7. According to the Bible, we are all from Adam.
8. The laid-off worker( | jxj L A )is on security.

(3 Directions: Complete the following sentences by using the given phrases.

1. Don’t believe the rumor, (AL EHEDLAY ). (no matter)

2. (FEENRWA S Tt £ 45 ), more and more
people live a better-off life. (with the change)

3. (—% NIAF R A ) It's very dangerous. (think of. . . as)

4.1t’s reported that (FEEEBPFEREPR, EZRE 85% 1%
FRREFE). (in % of)

5.1t is hard to expect (RORBESRERERER).

(the result of)

Part Two Look Again

® Timed Reading (1)

Directions: Try to finish reading the following passage in 10 minutes and then do the exercises.

The Changing American Family

1 The family is important to people all over the world although the structure of the family is quite
different from one country to another. In the United States, as in many countries in the world, the
family is changing. A generation or two ago, the traditional family, in which the father was boss,
was customary (1 # 1)) . Now, the modern family, in which both the father and the mother are e-
qual partners({fkf¥) ,is more common. Although there are several similarities between the tradi-
tional and the modern family, there are also some very important differences.

2 The traditional family of yesterday and the modern family of today have several similarities. The
traditional family was a nuclear family, and the modern family is, too. The role of the father in the
traditional family was to provide for( 32 4% ) his family. Similarly, the father in the modern family
is expected to do so, too. The mother in the traditional family took care of the children’s physical
and emotional (15 /&Y ) needs just as the modern mother does.

3 On the other hand, there are some great differences between the traditional family and the mod-
ern family. The first important difference is in the man’s role. The traditional husband was the
head of the household, because he was the only one who worked outside the home. If the wife
worked for pay, then the hushand was not considered to be a good provider ( FFZ M LI ¥ A ). In
many families today, both husband and wife work for pay. Therefore, they share the role of head
of household. In addition, the traditional husband usually made the big decisions about spending

money. However, the modern husband shares these decisions with his working wife. Also, the tra-
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ditional husband did not help his wife with the housework or meal preparation. Dinner was ready
when he came home. In contrast ( # Lt 1] & ) , the modern husband helps his working wife at
home. He may do some of the household jobs, and it is not unusual for him to cook.

4 The second difference is in the woman’s role. In the traditional family, the woman may have
worked for pay during her first years of marriage. However, after she became pregnant, she would
usually give up her job. Her primary( 3 %) ) role was to take care of her family and home. In
contrast, in many families today, the modern woman works outside the home even after she has
children. She’s doing two jobs instead of one, so she is busier than the traditional mother was. The

traditional wife learned to live within her husband’s income. On the other hand, the modern wife

t does not have to because the family has two incomes( YL A ).

@ 5  The final difference is in the role of the children. In the traditional family, the children were
taken care of by the mother because she did not work outside the home. However, today preschool

2 children may go to a child care center or to a baby-sitter regularly because the mother works. The
school-age children of a traditional family were more dependent. Their mother was there to help

& them to get ready for school and to make their breakfast. In contrast, modern children are more in-

) dependent. They have to get up early in the morning and get ready for school. Their mother is bus-

M y getting ready for work, so they may even have to make their own breakfast.

i 6  In conclusion( fiz5 ), the American family of today is different from the family of fifty years

ago. In the modern family, the roles of the father, mother, and children have changed as more
and more women work outside the home. The next century may bring more important changes to

the American family structure. It should be interesting to see.

Moo

(630 words)

® Post-Reading Exercises

Directions: The following statements are all based on the passage you've just read. Decide whether
they are true or false. Put T for true and F for false in the space provided.

1. Different countries have different family structures.

3] 2. The woman’s position is higher than it used to be.
3. The traditional family has few similarities to the modern one.

& 4. Traditionally, the father had to provide for his family, but today he just has to support his
children.
. In the past, the husband who let his wife work outside would be looked down upon.

5

6. Today, the modern husband’s rights of ruling family are left to his wife.

7. The husband shares housework with his wife in the modern family.

8. In many families today, the modern wife has to both work outside and do housework at
home.

9. The school-age children in the modern family depend on their parents more than those in
the traditional family did.

10. The American family structure may have an important change in the future.



@ Vocabulary Exercises

Directions: Choose the one that best completes each sentence.

1. My wife and my daughter’s taste has some ___ but mine is quite different from my daughter’s.

~ A. traditions B. contradictions
C. similarities D. specialities

2. exercises such as climbing and swimming help to build up our health.
A. Emotional B. Practical
C. Theoretical D. Physical

3.1s __ for guests at hotels in western countries to tip( 45 /N%%) waiters.
A. unusual B. emotional
C. customary D. fashionable

4. There are different opinions about what _ a teacher should play in class.
A. role B. lesson
C. function D. position

5. His white hair was in sharp __ to his dark skin.
A. similarity B. contrast
C. comparison D. contradiction

6. The scientist came to the __ that the planet earth was seriously polluted.
A. definition B. answer
B. conclusion D. notion

7. In order to kill their spare time, more and more people are ___ upon TV.
A. dependent B. independent
B. based D. focused

8. The father has to work hard to _ food and clothes __ his family.
A. eamn...to B. offer. . . for
C. support. . . with D. provide. . . for

® Timed Reading (2)

Directions: Read the following passage within 6 minutes and then do the exercises.

Single-parent Families

1 The major change in the American family is the increase in the number of families with only one
parent. About 22 percent of American children now live with only one parent. One of the reasons
for this is the increasing number of women who have children without being married. Almost 4 mil-
lion unmarried women in the United States are mothers. This is an increase of almost 60 percent in
the past 10 years.

2 Experts have tried to explain the reasons for the increase. In the past, women were expected to

marry and remain home with their children. They depended on their husbands to earn money to sup-
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port the family. Experts say women were pushed into marriage by many parts of American society. A
woman’s family expected her to be married, so did religious( ZZ#(#) groups, customs and laws.

3 Experts say this is not true today. They say American women have fewer economic ( £ ¥ | #)
reasons for marrying than they did years ago. This is because more women work outside the home
today than in the past, and there is less of difference between the earnings (Y{{ A ) of men and
women in the United States. Other experts believe there are social and cultural explanations for the
increase in unmarried mothers in America. One explanation is that the women’s rights movement
(ZHMLZ 3 ) gave many women a new feeling of independence. Another explanation is that the so-
ciety is more willing to accept unmarried mothers than it did in the past. Unmarried mothers and
their children no longer live in shame.

4  An increasing number of unmarried men are caring for their children, too. It’s said that the
number increased by more than 100 percent in the last 12 years. Today 14 percent of all single-
parent families in America are headed ( 3Z#% ) by men. Most of the men began caring for their
children after their marriage ended in divorce, but almost 25 percent of single-fathers have never
been married.

5  James Louvan, an expert in families, says the increase in single-parents is the result of two ma-
jor changes in American society. One change is the increase in mothers who work outside the
home. The other change is the new way of thinking about what it means to be a father. American
fathers now have a greater part in the lives of their children. Mr. Louvan notes that 31 years ago
almost no fathers attended the birth of their children. Today more than 90 percent of all fathers are
present when their children are born. American fathers also spend more time caring for their chil-
dren now. Caring for children is no longer considered just woman’s work.

(372 words)

® Comprehension Exercise

Directoins; Choose the best answer from the four choices based on the passage you've just read.
1. What percentage of American children now live with only one parent?
A. 22%. B. 60% . C. About 22%. D. Almost 60% .
2. Which is not the reason for the increase in unmarried mothers?
A. Women are less dependent on marriage than before.
B. The woman’s rights movement gives women an independent feeling.
C. Women want to be free from housework.
D. The society accepts single-mothers.
3. From paragraph 4 we know that
A. fewer unmarried men take care of their children
B. 25% of single-parent families are supported by fathers
C. more and more single-fathers are taking care of their children
D. most of single-fathers live with their children without being remarried
4. According to Mr. Louvan,the increase in money-making mothers brings about

A. the increase in fathers, who take care of children



