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To readers

Hi, I'm Dan and welcome to this IELTS writing book. It feels lke a long time ago

the IELT5 speaking book was publbhed but | was really pleaacd wrbh the fact that

it was able to help s0 many students finally realize their dreams and pass the

epeaking test. | thmk before it was ralcaeed there were no other books whlch went

80 alaep into the mindset of an examiner' and the feedback I got fmm readers who

pmped from 5.5 to 7. 5 was incredble. The commsnt | recenved most of all

though was “When wil Dan release a book about thc wrﬂ;ing tcat?” In fact, this

book was already in development when | received those comments, and so | worked

ha—rd 1:0 put togeth;zr a bc;ok which really breaks down and explaine the writing exam

as an examiner sees it.

This book i& gomg to show you the writing exam from a completcly different

pcrapactivc. You wlII no Ionger be in the dark gucsslng what an examiner is looking

for, yéu‘re going to climb inside the examiner's head and learn to think like he does.

_It is an_u_nchble fact that the [ELTS test gets more di'Fﬁcult every year, but

* with this book and a little bit of é?fbr‘t. | promise yol: you'll get the writing scores

you need to go to your dream uruvcreﬂ:y In closmg, I can't waﬂ: to hear about your

Dan Berns

2019/4/10




CONTENTS B

e

To readers

MEXBEABALBES?

Introduction FE /002
Task Achievement — Introduction ESEERE—EBZBRNES S /005

Main Features & Key Features RHAFS & FATEA 7010

Main Features RHAFS /011

Key Features 1 WHERE1 /011

Key Features 2 WEES2/012

Connections KEKM /012

Key Features — Pair and Switch W —EX 5 /014

Overview — Main Features BEE—RHER /021
Key Features YT HE R /027
Organizing the Details HBAFMTEE 7043

Coherence and Cohesion Introduction SEMMEEETE / 046
Information & Ideas GREENS /047
Inaccurate Details TEROBTER /057
What Charts Show and What They Don't Show
BE&R AR NFIRENESR /060
Cohesive Devices fEFE /062

Lexical Resource Introduction WILEEENSR /7011

Vocabulary Range 18L& /071
Verbs vs. Nouns iE, BIEKLEH 7 076




Future Trends RENTLHEE /082
Figurative Language EMEREES /085
Errors Ste S /087

Grammar Range & Accuracy Introduction EiEF = ERETEE /000

Complex Structures E 2454 / 090
Future Trends REKHEH /098
Conditional Forms 14 / 100

Errors XTHEIR /105

Question Styles & Strategies — Introduction FE R REE/T48 / 106

Dual Bar Charts SAEIRE / 107

Pie Chart Trends FHRE 7 112

Multiple Pie Charts 1 SHHRE 1 /7 118

Multiple Pie Charts 2 ZHHRE 2 /7 118

Line Charts HIKE /126

Dual Line Charts WEFE /130

Two Part Flow Diagrams Iz E / 136

General Test — Letter Writing B ML —EES1E / 140

AMEXELSALBES?

Task Achievement — Introduction A TEEEEREEEENE—EA /15

Main Points EH /151

Language Points BSH /158
Tangential Answers XEHH / 161
Language Upgrade BS TR/ 168

Stay Informed RIEGEERERR /174

Lexical Resource wnfEEICERE? / 182
Idiomatic Language & /182
Lexical Sets IERAEC RS / 188
Good Clichés & Bad Clichés WS WEFOFRIE LR /192
Less Common ltems FIEC /194
Phrasal Verbs 521EFNIE / 198
- Upgrading Phrasal Verbs FER5GEFNE / 203




Grammar Range & Accuracy KIEXWIBZSELEE" /205

FANBOYS + K&Eid / 205
Paragraphing B /207

Linking Themes & Grammar FRAEXNEE /21
Conditional Forms 44 /217

Maximizing High Level Grammar BeMBESRRK /219

Question Styles & Strategies ERIR KA /226
Question Style 1a: Some People and Other People
BE 1a. —EAIAA /227
Question Style 1b: “Some people” but no “other people”
BME1b. “HEALA : " /232
Question Style 1c: No “some people” or “other people”
BEAc. AT “HEA" BOME, hiEF “HMA" 890= /236
Question Style 2: Problems, Causes, & Solutions
R 2, R, RERMBRFE /239




Part 1
——

IMEXEZLS
Z2E8Nn?




Introduction
F B
8

hen a candidate receives the letter or the email %Egﬂﬁ'“ﬁﬁﬁﬁ B%E

from the IELTS team they see four scores, one for BE R, W, ®, SHRRRE
each of the skills reading, writing, listening, and "o, %EEEIAEZ;"CDLE"]’E' Hep
speaking. What candidates may not know is that for STERRRHE 2 X85 A WA,
their writing scores are broken down even further into plis

four parts. For writing these parts are:

Task Achievement {45 52L&

Coherence and Cohesion ’*1*'1“1"1’1 KB

Lexical Resource {8 CEERE

Grammar Range and Accuracy &% F 2 E S5 EH M

While all these four parts are equally important, XU HEEREEEE, B
there is a reason why Task Achievement (also known “fEF=AE" X EMEEXIHN
as TA) is the first point that examiners pay attention E&, “EFEHRE" TEXTXH
to. TA basically asks: — N alRE.

| “Has the candidate answered the question?” “# A4 E AR EMET EBPHTE" 2"

[-,-==

If you were asked what your favourite colour WRBEENE "REERH4
was, and you replied “ basketball ", that's an Zf", REE "ER", IHRIHE
example of not answering the question correctly. If &% JEprjel, EREBSEF, "EF
there were questions that simple in the writing exam, Z=AE" HMHEFEEIBRE 0, &
you'd probably get a zero for TA. The second RETEESHNE_IEENERR
stepping stone to your final score is Coherence and  “&£EMAXEM", “ FEMFMXE
Cohesion (also known as CC) which basically asks 4" ZF&EXFF—[aRE.
the question.

| “Does what is written make sense?” “# 4 &) @%Qié'g"%éiﬁ?”
This is often more challenging for examiners to X—m XN EERWEE LLRAHK

judge, as while the candidate may answer the &M, BAZENEETESHMHE

002 I RESMETEZH



question, the candidate may answer it in such a
roundabout and confusing way that the examiner's
eyes cross and he is left wondering whether the
answer makes sense or is logical. It is usually with
papers like these that the examiner goes and has a
coffee break.

Examiners often lump TA and CC together.
These are more subjective skills. The examiner is
judging the writing based on feelings and common
sense. These ideas and values are frequently very
different between Chinese candidates and western
examiners, so candidates tend to get lower scores
for TA and CC. In contrast, the other two factors
Lexical Resource and Grammar Range and Accuracy
(also known as LR and GRA respectively) are easier
to judge because they can be objectively scored.

Spelling mistakes and grammar errors are much
easier for examiners to spot and score, plus because
Chinese candidates have fantastic memorization
skills, they tend to understand these areas more
fully, and score higher accordingly. The purpose of
this first chapter is to introduce you to each of the four
areas TA, CC, LR, and GRA in greater detail. Each
of these areas will be explored explaining what
examiners are looking for in each area.

The examiner will be using a chart called Band
Descriptors to help grade your test in each of these
areas and give you a final score. A public version of
the Band Descriptor chart is available at the link
below, and it is recommended that you download
and print it out. Using this book and the Band
Descriptor chart you'll soon start to understand what
is going on in the examiner’s brain.

B, SEZERERAMHXBIE
HAZESSERZHEEMN, B
BRHENEE, TERF R0
B8,

EEHERNBESE "EERM
B R CRBEMRXERMN S8
*%E, RAEMNBREWMNTES
g, ZERBHAEZEHRIENE
IRENET R M, At EEEFE
FEEZEEBENNMEN L BHFAE
BRRER, INPEZFELESH
EEERE" O " FEMRXEK
M" EXkH, BEZT, BIEMNFE
N E— "EILFER" 0 "F
AFEEESEHM" HTIRERE
57, BAENRENERN,

BBt SERFIELERE BE
BEARI, PEEENXAIFD
EERSSLEEED, RNMER
AZRES, BATPEEFERLCIZA
HEmMER, BLAETRE—FENE
HRBARRFDANBESEAE.
FEMMXEM, BLFEREA
FEESABMXUTIESIRAE, I
AANTREEREZARNNBDEP R
NPLEAR,

EBAENZXEONIBSITSE S A
B “PEEBAR", FHRRLNE
S, BEYE TEHX M E#ETUTHIE
®, BUEEMNBTH-HITEH
¥, ERRABHESEARK “¥
ARBER", RRRASVEEXEEHE
FARBEBET L,
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These descriptions all come from the Task
Achievement section of the Band Descriptor which
are available to the public at the British Council
website at this address.

XERPXE T "FHEAR"
h5 “EEEZRE" BXOBD, &
REXHUZRSHWIINMAF AT M5
hETAITEL

http: //takeielts. britishcouncil. org/sites/default/files/I1ELTS _task _1 _Writing _band _

descriptors. pdf

These descriptors are not as detailed as the ones
that examiners use to give candidates a grade, but
they are a great starting point for any candidate that
wants to understand the exam in detail.

Each of the skills mentioned will be divided
further into the subskills with specific information
between say the difference between a six and a
seven. With that in mind, and without further ado,
let's take a look at the first skill Task Achievement.

-
0

= A

A
N
s

004] gEBE

REFMHIPRTUWEESEE
B SERRE AN, BAZER
ANTBRBEREHRT —PMEENE
FRa

FIHRI NN ASERILGERSD
RAE Z MWL F RIS BT 3 4
&, Pllne #57 HHNEH, BAE
TREEFAZER, ILBIN—EXT R
E-REERL—FESEME,



Task Achievement — Introduction
EHRME—RRBBAENR

he first skill that we are going to look at is task
achievement otherwise known as TA. If the
candidate’s response were a cell, then TA would be
the nucleus at the core of everything. If TA were a
solar system, it would be the sun with all the planets
revolving around it — that's really how important TA
is! The problem is that candidates often forget about
TA and as a result like their cells or their miniature

solar systems, their scores fall apart.

BINEEESINE—NETE
AEEEERE, NREFENEX
tfE— e, BAESTERERRE
Mpptx. WREFLENHEIRKMER,
BLEEZRERZAM, EtiFs
FASETER, X, XITMHRE
HENHEE ERRZELEETE
RIEEHERG, X EERX
Wik, ABRREEAMR, BILR

B RN,

If you refer to the Band Descriptor chart under
TA, you can see the specifics about how your paper
is scored. These details can be broadly divided into
the following subsets of skills:

This structure doesn't seem to make much sense
at first glance, but in fact it shows the logic behind
the way that your Task 1 paper is marked. It helps to

MERFAEEXTESEAE
HRTRAR, e TRBIXRTX—
AR, X AT 4 4 N KE
HHIWT=E,

EELE, RERBTHFRIFTE
iHROBROMR, ESXEERTTS
EE—EBNHITHBE—XUT

Part 1 : / =18 s 005



think of the task in terms of a triangle that has been
turned upside-down.
structure of a good Task 1 response.

This triangle represents the

Overview — is very broad. It should include only
general details about what can be seen in the chart.
This is what we call the main features. They do not
include any data or information; they are just what the
reader can learn from a quick glance of the task.
These are the base which you need to build
everything else on. Without an adequate overview,
you will not even score a 6 for TA.

Details — while the overview is very broad, the
details fall in the middle of our triangle. At this stage,
we need to be taking an even closer look at the main
features and providing details information about
them. This is what we call the key features. In order
to score beyond a 7 on TA, the candidate has to

correctly identify and explain the key features.

Connections — this is the very tip of our upside-
down triangle. While it is probably enough for
candidates to score a TA 7 by identifying all the key
features, to score even higher, candidates must
make relevant connections and comparisons between
the key features, and show that they have the ability
to go beyond simply reporting what they can see,
and go onto analyse the information.

One thing that is important to remember is that
while it is acceptable to write your response in the
order overview — details — connections, it is not one
hundred percent necessary. Higher-level candidates
can easily combine their connections and details,
plus the Main Features in the Overview can be
included anywhere throughout the response to score.

A habit that Chinese candidates have which
should be avoided, is to just report what can be seen
in the chart. Look at the following two responses and

Jm
—
a1l
a
i
N
=
=

—ME=/, ITME=REELERE
BRRTENAERRENSRE
K,

BR—FERZ, ZHIRE
RARREPRTIOKRBRF R, hER
NAERIN "REFL", TEE
ERHEIATHES, REXREEN
REMBGHABINR, BETRNE
ERZBBIAESKNER L, Frid
WREBE/ARWAE, FEZM
ENf{oFfaiBEe o,

WH— "BR" NTE=AMN
TAEB, LR, W AT fTFE
EANPE, ENFER, EXTEH
7, BINEETRUBSRRHES
HAETEE, W L EXEINET
He, ERAERSZAEES 7 21
b, ZEATEBRIBROERI
ZE@vHTER,

KEEM— RBM" TE=
AR R, WREEL THREN
PHEEFR, FETUE “FE5EREM
" PEI7 4, nRBEIESH
5, BERPARDHHF R ZEH%
Bt TR R, RUHECHE
BESMREBLNERNEN,

ZENTELA—=. BB "B
B—@H—XEM" AIRFREEE
f7th, EFRRAR®HN, BKENEE
SHNARB—DERBT -
WP zE XM, B “RE"
BLAVRHFSBLITUHRAEXE
ORESCIR: b

PEEEF-—TER, BRARN
FRAEAREEANAST, Z—2FE
Kit, EETEATER, Rp—1



note how one simply reports the facts, while the other
follows the upside-down triangle idea.

WEFERER, Z—TNEZER “f#=
B RNk BEXE,

The line chart below shows the number of crimes in millions in the UK from 1970 to 2005.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features and make

comparisons where relevant.

|
Number of Crimes (millions) in the UK 1970 —2005
\

1.8
= 1.6
j=s
2 14 /\,
E 12 / N\
- —
5 0.8 /
S g& 7 P —
-é 04 {,"/ - \
> 0.2
0
1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005
Year
ws Street Robbery «= Burglary e Car Theft

|

The line chart shown in the question displays the number of three crimes: street robbery
burglary, and car theft in the UK between 1970 and 2005. Car theft was the most

common crime , burglary came second, and street robbery was the least common crime.

Car theft was the most common crime. It began at 0. 4 million crimes in 1970, and then

increased to peak at 1. 6 million crimes in 1995. After that it decreased and ended at one

million in 2005.

Over the same time period, burglary also increased from 0. 2 million crimes in 1970 to

0. 65 million crimes in 1995 ; it also began to decrease from 1995 and ended at 0. 4 million

Lastly , it can be seen that the number of street robberies did not change between 1970 and

|
crimes in 2005.
|
|

1995, but in the following ten years, it doubled from 0. 05 million to 0. 1 million crimes.

In terms of the language and grammar used, this
is a strong answer, but it is another matter from the
view of whether the task has been achieved. The
candidate here has only reported the details of what
can be seen in the question. These are mostly the key
features shown in the question, and on their own with-
out an overview and connections made between the
key features. This answer will struggle to score higher

WRAFBEEMNAE, IEXE
HERAEN, BEMNESZERERE
&, XUEEMETILRE? F4EE
XPNBERATHEEPEMZALNE
B, RERKHER, WEHFATER
Z BREMER 2, BEXEXEAE
EETHENEIES 6 2, TEE
F—TPIFSRE# TR,



than a TA 6. Compare this to the next response:

The line chart shows numbers of crimes in the United Kingdom between 1970 and 2005. It
can be seen that over these thirty-five years, all three kinds of crime increased. Street
robbery and burglary both doubled, while car theft more than doubled. Furthermore
1995 seemed to be the peak year in terms of crime.
| Car theft was the most common crime in the UK during this period. It increased from four
hundred thousand crimes in 1970, peaked at one point six million crimes in 1995, and
| then fell to one million crimes in 2005. Similarly, burglary increased in tandem car theft,
growing from two hundred thousand crimes in 1970 to six hundred and fifty thousand
crimes in 1995, before dropping back to four hundred thousand crimes in 2005.
Conversely , between 1970 and 1995, numbers of street robberies remained stable at fifty
| thousand , but unlike burglary and car theft which both decreased in 1995, numbers of

street robberies doubled between 1995 and 2005.

The second example shows how a candidate
can structure an answer to nail exactly everything an
examiner is looking for in TA. The first paragraph not
only introduces what the chart is about, but also
mentions some of the main features of the chart. An
effective way to think about main features is by asking
the question:

BoBOINERT EENEEF
SERELARGEELEENED
Ro B—RIETNNBTERNA
B, ANEEHTEA—EREHR
Ro BT BE TR 6 RERE S # B
ZEBRABERPARHES .

If I just had ten seconds to glance at the chart, what would I notice?

R RATHHAINBEL, RQEEINPLEAZT?

In this case, the candidate correctly identifies
that all crimes were rising, and that 1995 was the
peak year. Those main features build the overview, a
base upon which the rest of the information can be
built. This is the foundation that needs to be built so
that a candidate can score TA 6.

The candidate then goes onto mention each of
the key features in detail. Key features cannot be
easily seen at first glance. We need to look at the
chart through a magnifying glass and point out the
figures that support our main features. With these key
features in place a candidate can start to move
towards TA 7.

008 I BESEREZH

BIX e, FEERDZN LTI
FEERHMELA, HT 199 FAFHT
EE, XREXMERARUES,
A HNMAIS, HbNER
MEELEMEURN, SMEFE
RATEEAE LEF 6 S HE,

BTREEFIE——2TERP
NETER, DTFIEEFFE—R
BERNY, ERERINF LRAR
FHE, ATkt EXBAT X PRE
HRHFRORE, WRERTXE
BHER, REESEME LA
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The last step is to include the relationships that
connect the facts. It is vital for candidates to look at
the details to find patterns. That is where the phrase
“compare and contrast” comes from at the end of
every Task 1 question. Another way to think about
this is, “What things are similar and what things are
different. "

In this example, it is quite clear that while car
theft and burglary grew until 1995 and then dropped,
street robbery was steady until 1995 and then
increased. The response connects these ideas with
great language such as:

Similarly, i. e. ideas which are the same or similar

| Conversely, i e. ideas which are opposite

Which not only strengthens the TA score, but
also solidifies the CC score into a solid 7. These short
phrases mean that the candidate does not have to
write a complicated analysis in conclusion as most of
the ideas have been suggested already.

To recap, to get a strong score for your TA, you
must first write your overview including all the general
information or main features. Next, you must focus
on the details or the key features. Finally, you must
connect these ideas or connections with appropriate
connecting language. With this structure in your
mind, what about we take a quick look at each of
these stages”?

RE— 95— RBXERHELEH
BEX, ZERERN—TEETHE
ARENEPEEZENMAE, Xt
ARBETAH4AE-IEHRES B
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BIHFMR", LT UXARERX
EiE XEQAHEEFWEME ML
FREZ 4,
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PHXEQHEEZENXR.
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