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Pre-reading Activities

¢ ) First Listening

Please listen to a short passage carefully and prepare to answer some questions.

Second Listening

Listen to the tape again. Then answer the following questions with your own
experiences.

1. What problems do you have in trying to learn English in your middle school?

2. Why do you think the computer can help you in learning English?

3. What other things do you think we can gain through English language learning?

arning a Foreign Language

Learning a foreign language was one of the most difficult yet most rewarding
experiences of my life. Although at times, learning a language was frustrating, it was well
worth the effort.

My experience with a foreign language began in junior middle school, when I took
my first English class. I had a kind and patient teacher who often praised all of the students. €3
Because of this positive method, I eagerly answered all the questions I could, never
worrying much about making mistakes. I was at the top of my class for two years.

When I went to senior middle school, I was eager to continue studying English;
however, my experience in senior school was very different from before. While my former
teacher had been patieht with all the students, my new teacher quickly punished those who I3
gave incorrect answers. Whenever we answered incorrectly, she pointed a long stick at us
and, shaking it up and down, shouted, “No! No! No! ” It didn’t take me long to lose my
eagerness to answer questions. Not only did I lose my joy in answering questions, but also
I totally lost my desire to say anything at all in English.

However, that state didn’t last long. When I went to college, I learned that all students €8
were required to take an English course. Unlike my senior middle school teacher, my

w: FBIExh B R AHKIFY AHILIFIL, 0 rewarding; BABKIFEEA/SRIFELT, mintimidated; Kk

AN RIFENL, 40 eyebrow ; W EMKIFH BT, W T-shirt .
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college English teachers were patient and kind, and
none of them carried long, pointed sticks! However,
the situation was far from perfect. As our classes
were very large, I was only able to answer a couple
of questions in each class period. Also, after a few
weeks of classes, I noticed there were many stu-
dents who spoke much better than I did. I began to
feel intimidated. So, once again, although for
different reasons, I was afraid to speak. It seemed
my English was going to stay at the same level
forever.

That was the situation until a couple of years later, when I was offered an opportunity

to study English through an online course. The communication medium was a computer,

phone line, and modem. I soon got access to the necessary equipment, learned the +

technology from a friend and participated in the virtual classroom 5 to 7 days a week.

Online learning is not easier than regular classroom study; it requires much time,
commitment and discipline to keep up with the flow of the course. I worked hard to meet
the minimum standards set by the course and to complete assignments on time.

I practiced all the time. I carried a little dictionary with rne'everywhere I went, as well
as a notebook in which I listed any new words I heard. I made many, sometimes
embarrassing, mistakes. Once in a while I cried with frustration, and sometimes I felr like
giving up. But I didn’t feel intimidated by students who spoke faster than I did because I
took all the time I needed to think out my ideas and wrote a reply before posting it on the
screen. Then, one day I realized I could understand just about everything I came across,
and most importantly, I could “say” anything I wanted to in English. Although I still made
many mistakes and was continually learning, | had finally reaped the benefits of all that
hard work.

Learning a foreign language has been a most trying experience for me, but one that I

&

wd

£
“Ad

wouldn’t trade for anything. Not only did learning another language teach me the value of €17

hard work, but it also gave me insights into another culture, and my mind was opened to
new ways of seeing things. The most wonderful result of having learned a foreign language
was that I could communicate with many more people than before. Talking with people is
one of my favorite activities, so being able to speak a new language lets me meet new
people, participate in conversations, and form new, unforgettable friendships. Now that I
speak a foreign language, instead of staring into space when English is being spoken, I can
participate and make friends. I am able to reach out to others and bridge the gap between
my language and culture and theirs.

Words: 700

260
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reward /ri'woid/ vt

n.
frustrate /fra'streit/  vt.
junior /'d3umnja(r)/ n.
positive /'pozatrv/ a.

senior /'sinja(r)/ n.
former /'foxma(r)/ a.

n.
unlike /An'laik/ prep.
A jntimidate /m'trmidert/ vz,
opportunity /ppa'tjunaty/ n.
online /'pnlanny/ a. & ad.

communicate /ka'mjunikert/ vi.

VL.

communication n. -
/ka mju:nr'keifan/
medium /'mi:diom/ n.
a.
phone /faun/ n.
modem /'maudeny/ n.
access /'zekses/ n.

technology /tek'noladzy/ n.
participate /pa:'tisipet/  vi.
virtual /'vaitfual/ a.
commitment /ka'mitmant/ 7.
discipline /'disiplin/ n.

minimum /'mmmoam/ a.

n.

" New WORDS

¥ igrmta e

d: ASRERPLLRIAC, FIMEMERIS; ARIALM “A™ ANEEACM “e7

HC AR .

give sth. in return for good and valuable doings BE, i, X
1. something as a return for good and valuable doings WE, K
2. some money given to someone for his good doings HBEH. i
. cause sb. to have feelings of disappointment HEEe, FRL

. cause the failure of sth. fE#eN, 2T

. someone who is younger /L&

_someone of low or lower position JhiE(EE; BE

.leading to a practical action BURMNI, HER

. sure, having no doubt HiSCi, B

BRERE

of an early period 7EHTAY, LARTRY, IHEHY

(the ~) the first of the two people or things just mentioned B
not like; being different from Af§; - AE

frighten by making threats 20T, B

a good moment or chance for doing sth. P&, BHHL

LR, BERIA; Lk, BMih

send and exchange feelings, opinions or information &, ZZBr

BN o= N =

make (opinions, feelings or information) known or understood by others

ik, %1%
the action of sending and exchanging information 3&{# 2bR; E1E

a method for giving information £, A4y, £5H%

of middle size, amount, quality shly, &b

HLi%, HIEHL

L palb Al b

1. [U] means or right of using, reaching &, #A

2. means of entering, or a way in &, AH

T, Bk

(in) take partin &5, &0

1. [if] being produced by the computer but almost true to the reality
A, il

2. almost what is stated SCR LAY, Fk ERY, bR LR

1. devotion to 1%, BRE

2. a promise to follow certain beliefs or actions H&i¥, ¥i%, RiF

1. a state of order and control; self-control £ ft; 55

2. punishment &Y, b5y

3. a branch of learning 2%}

the smallest Be{ERY, B/H

BIERE, bR

the smallest amount

BHATM “@"; SEREN



assignment /a'sammant/  n. 1.[C] a piece of work given to a particular person (4rJRIFIMT 45,

(FEER)EIL
2. {U] act of dividing assignments 43fi¢, $8iR
notebook /'nautbuk/ n. EilH
embarrass /im'baras/ vt. make someone feel upset esp. doing sth. not rightly {#%5:8, (Fit,
EAFFER
screen /skriin/ n. 1 R#E, B
2B, i, OW
continual /kan'tinjusl/ a. 1. continuing without breaks A~ RIKTAY, AS{EERY

2. repeated often and over a long period X EHM, HHM
continually /kan'tinjusly/ ad. (RN 32 B N ST
2. ZREEM, S

finally /'famnall/ ad. atlast Bf5, & 7T
Areap /rip/ vt I.have and enjoy the food or things that happen as a result of work
KR,

2. cut and gather a crop of grain  ¥r#E|, WER

benefit /'benifit/ n. anything that brings help or profit 254b, 44b

Vi. be useful or helpful to %23 F

insight /'imsait/ n. the power of using one’s mind to see or understand the true nature of sth.
A% h, WEK, B0

culture /'kaltfa(r)/ n. x{t, B

favorite (3 favourite) a. most loved %515 %Y

['fervarit/ n. something or someone that is loved above all others 4% Bl 2 & A (%
#)

activity /ek'tivat/ n. something that is done or is being done  {%#l), £7#)

gap /gep/ n. an empty space between two objects i1, ZT

LIPS o BRI Eb P9 4 i) ARV ARHJEETL AT

34 4.9% 32 2 0 0

Es
]
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" PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

be well worth sth./ doing sth. be rewarding enough (to do) for the time or effort g5~
not only... but also... ¥’ SN 7 = [RReR

far from not ... at all; rather than — L &FR

a couple of two or three F =4

getaccess to get the right of using or reaching sth. HW[LL{#EF, $k8

keep up with not to fall behind in; keep the same speed as B |-, A% J5

feel like sth. /doing sth. want to do sth, #flg, AEE
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give up stop having or doing {1k, M

come across meet with {B/R:8 |

reap the benefits of getsth. as areward FR7BISAL, B3
trade...for exchange...for Ji------#t

participate in take partin Z0

now that because (sth. has happened) BEZR, 1T
reach out to communicate with; contact %fili , BX 7

1. New Horizon College English: the current online EFL learning course for college students. Please refer
to http: //www. nhee, edu. ¢n for details.

2. Online learning: a form of distance education. Further information is available at http: /illinois. online.
uillinois. edu/IONresources/onlineoverview/index. html,

3. SAT: The Scholastic Aptitude Test is held in America for high school graduates and the web site htip: /www.
collegeboard. com provides you with more details.



