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BOYS AND GIRLS OF
OTHER LANDS
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To Every Child of
Every Land

MADELINE BRANDEIS

To every child of every land
Little sister, little brother,
As in this book your lives unfold

May you learn to love each other.
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Book Can Take Us
Traveling

Books can take you traveling to lands far
across the sea. In your own home, in a comfort-
able chair, you can explore places where very
few men have ever been. You can live among
people whose language you cannot speak, and
who could not understand you if you talked to
them. You can watch them work and play. You
will be surprised at the strange things they do.
Some of their ways of living will seem almost
funny to you. Then, you will be just as surprised
to learn that these people of far-away lands are
in many ways like the people in our own land.
The boys and girls have their lessons to learn;
they have holidays to celebrate; they like to play

and have good times.
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Of course, it would be much more fun to trav-
el and see these things ourselves. But not many
of us can do so. Even in a lifetime we could not
visit all the places and learn all the things that
we find in travel books.

You have already been traveling in this book—
with Admiral Byrd at the South Pole; on the
snowy trail from Nenana to Nome; in Africa
on a midnight lion hunt. Now you are going to
read four more stories of other lands. Mrs. Crew
will tell you, of Mario, Fioretta, Annina, and
Tino Bernado, whose land she has often visit-
ed; Caroline Mabry writes of Esteban and holi-
day celebrations in Porto Rico; Eunice Tietjens
tells of Abdul Aziz, an Arab boy of North Afri-
ca; and Margaret Morley will take you high up
in the Alps Mountains in Austria, and show you
wood-carvers at work making toy horses, wag-
ons, and dolls.
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Ugo and Margaretta Bernado had four chil-
dren. There was Mario, the eldest, who was fif-
teen; grave Annina, who was thirteen; twelve-

year-old Fioretta, gay and laughter-loving; and

GRANDMOTHER’S
TRIP TO NAPLES

HELEN COALE CREW

Mrs. Crew, who wrote this story especially for
this book, has many times traveled in countries
across the sea, and she has always been inter-
ested in what the boys and girls of those lands do.
She has written many stories about them.

Mrs. Crew is herself a grandmother; so she
probably knows just how happy the grandmother in
this story was over what the children did for her.

I

Tino, who was ten and full of mischief.
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“Wife,” said Ugo, seeing the four busy about
their work and happy about their play, “I think
we have wonderful children.”

“Husband,” said Margaretta, laughing, “did I
not only yesterday hear you calling Tino a lazy
little good-for-nothing? And last week did you
not complain that Fioretta was always tearing
her clothes?”

At this, Ugo began to talk about something
else, and then went out to do some work upon
the farm. It was a good farm, left to him by his
grandfather, and not more than four miles from
Florence, that lovely city of Italy that is strung
like a pearl upon the Arno River, and lies in a
jewel-case of green hills whose lid is the sky.

Ugo was fortunate in owning his own farm,
when so many of the farmers in Italy could
only hire themselves out for farm work. A small
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stream ran through it; a little hill on which grew

a few chestnut and mulberry trees rose up in
one corner; and the earth gave good harvests of
wheat and barley. The farmhouse was of stone,
whitewashed over, and before it lay an old stone
threshing-floor. The upper story held the big
kitchen and two bedrooms, and below were the

stables and barn.
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Two creamy oxen with spreading horns stood
in the stalls; these oxen were the pride of Ugo’s
heart. With them he plowed his land, drew the
wheat in his farm-cart from field to thresh-
ing-floor, and occasionally took the family to
Florence. They always went, for example, to the
Cathedral on Easter Day, each carrying a little
pot of new-springing wheat, as a symbol of life
in the springtime. Or they went at Christmas,
to see the little wax image of the Christ Child in
the manger and to sing carols, standing in the
huge aisles.

Besides themselves and their children, there
was Grandmother, old and bent, bright-eyed
and busy, as she sat in her chair in the kitchen.
There were six stools about the table, and one
chair, an American rocking-chair sent over as a
present to Grandmother by Uncle Matteo who
had gone to America to live. Anyone might sit
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on any of the six stools, but only Grandmother

sat in the rocking-chair.

II

There came an April when something seemed
to be wrong with Grandmother.

She still knitted stockings and mended gar-
ments, peeled potatoes for the stew and sliced
apples for drying, but somehow she wasn’t hap-
py. For Grandmother to be unhappy was all
wrong. It wouldn’t do at all! Her eyes that had
been so sharp and bright now quite frequently
held tears, and there was a woebegone look on
her deeply-wrinkled face.

It was one evening at the supper table that she
asked suddenly, “Ugo, do you think Naples is
still there?”

“Still where, Grandmother?”

“By the sea.”
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