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PREFACE

“Individualism” established in western Enlightenment time
and Marx‘s “human liberation” are two remarkable social cul-
tural value targets existing' | contemporary western world. The
former is suitable to capitalist market economic mode, repre-
senting the main value of modern industrial culture. The latter’s
criticizing attitude towards the alienate essence of capitalism
represents the human meaning of post-capitalism. This disserta-
tion is based on the historical and logical study and comparison
of those two value targets. In the one aspect, this dissertation
discloses the true meaning and real function of “Individual-
ism”, distinguishes the essence of western culture from the
dross to make contributions to the liberation of mind in China.
In the other aspect, this dissertation tries to prove that “human
liberation” target greatly transcends the target of “individual-
ism”, so as to display the rétionaty and advantage of Marx’s
value view fromreason instead of from power and to prove that
Marx’s theory is not out-of-date. The basic point of the author
is to serve the practice of the modemization of contemporary
China.

This dissertation is divided into five chapters. In the first
chapter, the author explored the development of value target
before the Enlightenment. The chapter begins with the original
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value meaning of western primate religions and discussed the
first historical form of western social cultural value targets: to
seek goodness and realize the unison between happiness and
morality. This target reached its form in the hands of ancient
Greek thinkers—Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. In the Middle
Age, the value target became the unison between the morality
in civil society and the happiness in the other shore. As the his-
tory moves, the latter, in turn, became a transitional link to
the value of modern Enlightenment. In conclusion, this chapter
explained the origin and theoretical premise of Individualism
and its historical and logical background.

In chapter two, the author discussed the historical and
logical process of establishing individualism as social cultural
value target in modern western Enlightenment movement, and
try his best to assess and explain the true meaning of Individual-
ist value system and its historical effect from the angles of
wholeness, dynamic state and historical inevitability. “The Re-
naissance and the Religious Reform” started the value system
movement towards its modem form and completed the histori-
cal task of substituting Individualism for Christian value. Under
the guidance of new value, Lorke wrote Social Contract in
which he recognizes individual value from political angle, and
used this value as theoretical foundation on which modern po-
litical order is reconstructed. Rousseau affirmed individual val-
ue from social layer through his remarkable “society—reason”
critical theory, setting out from this point, he, first in modem
western theory history, made the protest that social alienation
denounces individual nature. Kant’s theory completed the task
of morally recognizing individual value on which it set up a
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moral principle which must be confirmed by individualism.
Though his value target belongs to “Wholeness”, Hegel also
concemed individual value in respect of ultimate concern set
on absolute spirit—outer entirety. Generally speaking, the rea-
son why Individualism becomes modermn western main value is
that its essential content meets the need of the time so that it
displays itself as a matual process obeying certain laws. So we
can conclude: Individual, in the one respect, has a unremov-
able historical status in the construction of modern western civi-
lization, which can not be thoroughly denied, but in the other
respect, the era and class defects of Individualism is also obvi-
ous which can not be thoroughly affirmed.

In chapter three, the author related the inevitable process
of the establishment of the value target of Marx’s “human liber-
ation” and explained the basic meaning of “human liberation” :
What will take the place of the old Capitalist society in which
exist class and class contradiction will be such a combination in
which each man’s free development is the condition of
everyone’s free development.” In the first section, the author
inspected the logically appearing process: from Strauss’s “sub-
stance” to Bauer’s “self-consciousness”, to Feuerbach’s “natu-
ral man”, to Stirner's “subjective self-individual”, to Marx’s
“real individual” engaging material production and having so-
cial essence. It disclosed: the value target concerned by “hu-
man liberation” is not abstract human being above real individ-
uals, nor atomic “individual” with selfish essence confirmed by
bourgeois scholars but the “real individual”, with social
essence, engaging in material production. In the second sec-
tion, the author explained the historically matual process of the
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value target of “human liberation”: Marx’s value mind devel-
oped from religion critique to political critique, and then to e-
conomic one. Besides, the author also inspected Marx’s theory
relation with Youth Hegel school, such as Feuerbach, Bauer
and Hess so that he concluded that the value meaning of “hu-
man liberation” is not only the result of Marx’s self-intelligence
but the essence of the spirit of the time based on former various
excellent theory traditions. In the third section, the author out-
lined Marx’s value system: it begins with “living individual”
and ends with “the fully development of free individuality”.
And through the system is the human free and conscious
essence. So, there are two meanings in Marx’s value system:
in class meaning, it wants to wipe out Capitalist property and .
to realize the liberation of proletariat; in human meaning, the
liberation is only a mediate means in historical development.
Marxism used this means to eliminate class to realize human
transition from “the realm of certainty” to “ the realm of free-
dom” .

In chapter four—key chapter of this dissertation, the au-
thor compared Marx’s view of value with Lorke, Rousseau,
Kant and Hegel’s, and proved the value spirit of Enlightenment
did enlighten Marx’s mind but the latter's target of “human lib-
eration” wholly gave up the individual value contents. In fact
Marx’s value meaning essentially surpassed the former. Special-
ly, in political (human rights) area, in the view of freedom,
Marx replaced Lorke’s “born free rights with the free essence
created by human self-culture”. In the view of democracy,
Marx surmounted Lorke’s “the democratic system emphasizing
individual” with “the democratic system with the unity of social
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universality and individual particularity”. In the view of legal
institution, Marx replaced Lorke’s “legal institution should pro-
tect reasonable egoism” with “legal institution should protect
reasonable social relationship” . In the area of social alienation,
in the view of man's original value, Marx surpassed Rousseau’s
“virtue” with “free and conscious labor” . In the view of alien-
ation, Marx surpassed Rousseau’s “the alienation of reason”
with “the alienation of labor” ; in the view of eliminating social
alienation, Marx replaced Rousseau’s “political liberation” with
“the Communist theory of human liberation”. In the view of
morality, Marx replaced Kant’s “moral instinct as the ultimate
power of history” with “moral function rooted in the relation of
benefits” . In the view of moral relation, Marx surpassed Kant's
“the relationship of individual recognizing objective principle”
with “the practical relation between subject and morality” . In

the view of the future of morality, Marx replaced Kant's “good-

ness in the other shore” with “the Communist morality in this
world”. As for ultimate concem, Marx surpassed Hegel's “the
sound foundation of absolute spirit” with “the practical whole
structure existing in individual” and he replaced Hegel’s “hu-
man collective originated from absolute spirit” with “real indi-
vidual itself”. Marx also replaced Hegel’s “individual should
obey state without any conditions” with “the fully development
of free personality”. In general, the value target of “human lib-
eration” has essential advantage over the value target of the En-
lightenment. The basic reason of it is that the theoretical base
of the Enlightenment thinkers was on the “real” civil society.
But Marx’s value reason looks into the “human society or so-
cialized human being” of post-capitalism.
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In Chapter five, two great value targets and the practice of
the modernization of China. In this chapter the author mainly
discusses these two values—Individualism and human libera-
tion, and their realistic practice meaning in the modernization
process of China. The whole chapter is divided into three sec-
tions. Section one deals with the historical effects of the input
of Individualism and Marxism into modern China. The writer
points out, the Individualism dominated in May 4th Movement
has an unshakeable historic status in the modemization drive of
China. It is an evitable choice made by Chinese to realize its
modernization through “the change of material”, “the change
of politics” and “the change of religion” . As a result, Individu-
alism had plaid a role of both “Enlightenment” and “Salvation”
in the new cultural drive of May 4th movement. Later following
the emphases moved from “Enlightenment” to social revolu-
tion, it became the media way to Marxism. According to this,
the value direction of Individualism in May 4th Movement was
not against Marxism and both of them even had a certain com-
mon sense in the recognition of the meaning of the moderniza-
tion of China. Section two deals with the reasonable factors of
Individualism and its reference meaning in contemporary
world. Since it contained industrial civilization meaning, it still
has remarkable cultural enlightening meaning in today’s China
that is changing from traditional value system of culture to the
value of socialist market economy. In reality, on the social lev-
el, we should introduce Russeau’s thought of “free individuals
compose reasonable communities” and correcting “the extreme
Holism”. On the level of politics, we should adopt Locke’s
“Social contract” and criticize traditional “ Authoritarianism”
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On the level of morality, we should resort to Kant’s three prin-
ciples of “absolute command” to reject traditional moral utili-
tarianism stressing private morality. Section three proves that
the value direction of Socialist market economy should finally
be guided by the Marx’s idea of “human liberation” to reflect
on traditional value target and give up the social cultural ideal
of “great sameness” ; we should use the idea of “human libera-
tion” to examine the value at present and to cultivate individual
value under Socialist market economy; we should use the idea
of “human liberation” to look into the future and criticize hu-
man alienation caused be “the material dependence” .
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