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LESSON ONE
LAW AND LAW COURTS

Wherever people live together in communities, there will
always be disputes. Among animals, conflicts result in victory
for the stronger or quicker. But human beings believe that in
a dispute the one who is right should win. Sometimes the
problem is so complicated that it can be settled only in a law
court.

A law court is a meeting place set up by the government
for the just and peaceful settlement of disputes and for the
enforcement of law.l Courts and methods of carrying out
justice have changed as society has changed. Over the centuries
the changes have been very great.

In the past people in Europe often settled disputes in
ways that seem extremely cruel and unfair to us. One method
was culled the cold-water ordeal.2 The accused person was tied
and put into water. If he sank, he was considered innocent.
If he floated, he was considered guilty and was punished.
Another method was called the hot-water ordeal. The accused
person put his hand in boiling water and pulled out a stone.
If his hand showed no injury after three days, he was consid-
ered innocent. In still another method, the accused had to
swallow a big pie ce of food without choking on it.

From “these barbaric methods, however, developed through

the centuries the present system of trials in courts of law.



Courts handle two kinds of disputes: civil and criminal,
but it is not always easy to tell the difference between the two.
In general, a civil case is a dispute between two private
citizens. The court must decide which one is right. A criminal
case is a dispute between an individual and the whole commu-
nity. A policeman claims that the person has broken a law or
committed a crime that harms the community. The court must
decide if the person is guilty of this crime.

Laws are rules that define people’s rights and responsibilities
towards society.8 They are agreed on by socity and made
official by governments.

Somc people look on laws with fear or hatred. Laws seem
to limit a person’s freedom to do many things he would
like to do. Though laws may prevent us from doing things or
wish to do at the moment, laws also stop others from doing
things that might harm us.4 Laws make everyone’s life safer
and more pleasant. Without laws we could not hold on to
our property. We could not go to bed at night expecting to
wake up in the morning and find we had not been robbed. No
stores in which we buy food, clothes, and other mnecessities
could stay open and sell to us. Our banks would not be safe
places for our money.

Social life would be impossible without laws to control
the way people treat each other.5 But unless laws are enforced,
they cannot protect us.

Law enforcement has four steps: arrest of suspect, decision
about his guilt or innocence; sentencing; and punishment.
Primitive tribes in ancient times settled the question of guilt or
innocence quickly. Sometimes they used torture. More common
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were trials by fights between the accused and the injured or his

representative. The winner was thought because

innocent,
primitive people believed that gods helped the innocent. Primitive
societies used many punishments. For personal injuries it was
common to act according to the rule ‘‘an eye for an eye, a
tooth for a tooth.”’¢6 If a man knocked out someone’s tooth,
his own tooth would be knocked out in return. Today capital
punishment for murder is based on this idea: if a person kills

someone, he must pay with his own life.

NEW WORDS

law [Io:] n. B4, k4.3

court [ko:t] n. 2hBz.2:EE, BT

community [ko'mjuiniti] n. 324,
X,

dispute [dis'pput] n. £, &,
E2E

conflict ['konflikt] n. -4 2z

justice ['dastis] n. JEX., 2VIE. F)
&

ordeal [o:'di:l, 'ordi:l] ». gy,
P %R

enforcement [in'forsmont] n. 7

complicate ['komplikeit] v. &

settle ['seti] v. i

innocent ['inosont] a. ILEM, XL
Ei=did)

float (flout] vi. &2

barbaric [ba:'baxrik] a. BFEHY,

A XH
trial [traial] #. ¥4
boiling ['boilin] a. BEIEH
civil ['sivl] o. R, Rikm
injury ['indsori} n. %k, #5538
swallow ['swolou] v. M
choke [tfouk] v. ¥
criminal ['kriimini] #. 3B
a. FE, LR
case [keis] n. 20,35
handle [‘hendl] v. &7
responsibility
iR
claim [kleim] v. 7%k, Ek
prevent [pri'vent] v. By, 1k
break [breik] v. B3R, BR
commit [ko'mizt] v. 3B (5E,44iR)
protect [pra‘tekt] v, {R$*

[ris,ponsa'biliti] .



guilly {'gi:lti] a. HIEM
define [di'fain] v. T2, 8
official [o'fifol] a. B iRy, IEM,
EXM
decision [di'sizan] n. P, Hlpk
hatred ['heitrid] ». {iL{R
arrest [o'rest] v. B4, ¥HH
suspect ['saspekt] n. BEEESD, W[ EE
4y F
torture ['toxtfa] n. 3T, 7
sentence ['sentons] #. H|dge, FH,
i
v. SR BlY , BRI

representative [repri'zentstiv] n.
Rk RBEA

property ['propsti]l ». e

rob [rob] v. #£&)

punishment ['panifmont] . &
i

necessity [ni'sesiti] n. BE, KE
A

treat [trizt] v. £

murder ['mo:da} n. BER,WR

primitive ['primitiv] a. i

tribe [traib] n. EEP%

knock [nok] v. 3T,

IDIOMS AND EXPRESSIONS

law court :B7dkRE
human being A 2%

to result in 53,458
so...that... Zmpk...... [P SR
to be considered ¥i\A42
to set up EIrER

each other H 48,1kt

to carry cut §1).$fT

in ways that FIHDAERY 2k
in general —fh, Ktk
to put into A, F|
civil case R LM
criminal case JHjBr 4

the accused 35 A

the injured 2 A

to pull out $iHi3k

4

to be guilty of J£%...... 3

to commit a crime 30 %

to look on (upon) with LL...... iR
KERE

to agree on ¥f...... B#, BR—3

to prevent from [H (-

to hold on to "23% fR{E

at the moment 7£...... ORI

in return {E 55, H%

according to 3R

to be based on < F,%T

to bring...to trial il A

to knock out ¥T{§],3T44

capital punishment %738

law enforcement ik #tayhfT



NOTES AND COMMENTARY

1. A law court is a meeting place set up by the government
for the just and peaceful settlement of disputes and for the
enforcement of law. PKEER—AHBIFRLIA T A EMME
o e S d BT B AT R S B S

2. One method was called the cold-water ordeal. —Fh7y
HRRGH KR I,

ordeal 3% 2 H AR RWR B —FpE A 2k, X2 N4k
SEIL S S TR B Bk Sl BREERN, BRERG. I
K2, REAHE WRAZH, ELLE H&EEZRN, &
BERMERERTE, LHpEs BT,

3. Laws are rules that define people’s rights and respon-
sibilities towards society. R wE AR T S FFH
FE LI,

4. Though laws may prevent us from doing things we
wish to do at the moment, laws also stop others from doing

things that might harm us. BREHELTIHF RN —HEEM
R, (BREhpE kb A ATRE BRI E,

5. Social life would be impossible without laws to con-
trol the way people treat each other. fnBRid#A &I AN
HMMNHRFR, HEEERATE/ARRET, '

6. For personal injuries it was common to act according
to the rule “‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.” %fF4
ARBE, 0 2EBDURTIR, LLFEF RN %7308,

an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth DLEREBHR, LLF %
Fo XRERL FHTHERUARRET AT IRE SN, Bt
AIREE SN B, BB IR (R,



KEREMEE
I. ZERH

KIEE-HHEMES, 60 MR RMYER, Bh

B SHETIE, BONBHALFEE, EHHB R EXTio

feeis, #31E%. BRIRCARY. B, B, &4 HE

FBREAERREY, BEATEIARNITE R T8 € 2 5K

JLANE B K PR

L F & 45k
ERRIBEEHR/DRM, KFRF-HLFBIEHR,
ERERAEROAS, BIOERRAER-ITR 4K
IR EREEBRE AR EIBNE.

2. F
FEHE RS AITE B EFR
AFLEKFEMNFBRY, BdPE, FZREMEEREN
PRLES M R B
FELHEER 201,
XHEUEHEAREWE B A ETE T FM=F
BRAHFUREMRE>ARKRTEMELE. KLFHE
EREHK—F. LFBHLTEARTE.
BREURERELFRBHIALL AR ITE. FXEM
LH.
RAELEMHTEHER. GHAFENT.

3. BE

HRSEMGEBERY, dd0ERak, ZIRTHT

— B, . &F. &, B, BHBEROY.
KIEMEETER 81,
W DAR R A 2T 3h 2 s 0 5 A A PR

gl o

o



XEXTER

R i il

B (i2) need (nixd) £
— @) give (giv) #
T () head (hed) 3k
LS # (=) have (hav) H
h ©) leader ('lizda) 45k
. | 7T (2 work (‘'waik) T.f&
% (») : study ('stadi) 23]
(az) class (klais) Brégk
2 & ©) hot (hot)
R (o) law (lo:) 34
2 (w book (buk) $
a (u:) rule (ru:l) 474
(e1) case (keis) £#:
(ou) . go (gou) *
R (i) try (trai) 7%
(au) now (nauv) ¥
52 () joy (&01) KR
(iv) hear (hid) B
(e2) fair (fea) 2Ny
" (uo) poor (pwd) #Z5MH
(02 A | =(02)
= (aio) | fire (faio) X
;C (aud) our (aus) LM
H (id) loyal (loisl) SR iRAY




