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The word "art” is confusing for it may mean. qmteduffer—
ent things. In a broad sense, art is skill in making or_ doing
something. We can say that someone knows the art of basket-
weaving or the art of playmg the piano. In a more speaalnzed
sense, art means fine arts, such as painting pnenxes - writing
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novels, or composing music. Today architecture, motion pic-
tures, photographs, pottery, and some forms of modern dancing
are also considered art.

People have always had an interest in art. Ancient people
carved the handles of their hunting knives in regular, pleasing
patterns. American cowboys liked to have guns and saddies
decorated with designs. We experience the same delight in art
when we buy clothes or automobiles for their appearance rather
than their warmth or efficiency. Perceiving works of art has long
been considered a little like understanding mathematics because
both involve patterns or forms.

Art also conveys meanings. Prehistoric people used dances
and paintings to communicate the idea of success in planting,
harvesting, and hunting. The ancient Greeks gave their ideas
about such ideal human qualities as wisdom and courage visual
form in their beautiful statues of gods and goddesses. Today, we
still give occasions like graduations or weddings importance
through music and song. We also try to understand the meaning
of important personal events, such as falling in love, and impor-
tant public events, such as wars, by composing music, painting
pictures, or making films about them.

Art gives us a special kind
of experience that unites plea-
sure in perceiving orderly forms
and in learning. Scholars call
this the aesthetic experience.

Religious paintings of the ltal-

ian Renaissance and the great



novels of Charles Dickens do more than convey religious and

moral beliefs. They convey these meanings through delightful

design and pleasurable patterns of perception. The paintings of

the modern artists, the formal patterns of classical music, and

even the free forms of modern dance, all produce pleasure.

Such works are not vehicles for philosophical themes. They pos-

sess qualities like joy, sadness, and vitality, which reflect fea-

tures found in the realities of human life.

Quesitons

I. Make the right choice:

( )1.
( )2
( )3
( )4.

Why is the word “art” confusing?
(A)It is used in a broad sense.
(B)It is heavy-dutied.

(C)It is used in a specialized sense.

(D)It is monomorphic.

. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a meaning

of art in paragraph 1?
(A)Playing a musical instrument.
(B )Fabricating a basket.
(C)Writing a fiction.
(D)Composing oneself.

. In which paragraph does the author compare the percep-

tion of art works to the understanding of mathematics?
(A )Paragraph 1. (B)Paragraph 2.
(C)Paragraph 3. (D)Paragraph 4.

Prehistoric people used dances and painting to communi-
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cate the idea of success in which of the following activi-
ties?

(A)Transplanting organs.  (B) Sowing and reaping.
(C)Curios hunting. (D) Wild-goose chase.

. Which of the following is the opposite in meaning to the

word “broad” in paragraph 1 ?
(A )Fine. (B)Quite.
(C)Narrow. (D)Different.

_ The word “carve” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to

(A)cut (B)sell
(C)purchase (D )slaughter

. The word “convey” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning

to
(A )twist (B )mislead

(C)understand (D )communicate

 The word " vehicle” in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning

to
(A )transportation (B)medium

(C)masterpieces (D)theories

. Which of the following statements is NOT true?

(A)Ancient Greeks carved beautiful gods and goddesses.

(B) We hold wedding ceremonies to the accompaniment
of music.

(C) We understand the meaning of important public
events such as falling in love by painting pictures.

(D) We understand the meaning of important personal

events such as marriage by composing music.

( )10. According to the author, which of the following is an
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aesthetic experience?
(A)Reading great novels.
(B)Listening to classical music.
(C)Watching the designs and patterns of paintings.
(D)A, B, and C.

II. Fill in the right word or phrase:

( )1. The word “art” may mean quite different things both in
a___ senseanda _______ sense.
(A)broad/ wide
(B )special / unique
(C)specialized/ professional
(D)broad/ narrow

( )2. Today, architecture, photographs,

b b

and some forms of modern dancing are also considered

art.

(A)sports/ kitchen
(B)dynamics/ pottery
(C)movies/ earthenware making

(D )motion pictures/ consideration

( )3. American cowboys liked to have their revolvers and sad-
dies _______ with designs.
(A)decorate (B)decorated
(C)decorating (D)to decorate

)4. Some people ‘buy clothes for their appearance

their warmth because they just want to experience de-

light.
(A )neither for (B )than for
(C)rather than ‘ (D)but rather
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)5.

)6.

)8.

)9.

Perceiving works of art is ______ understanding mathe-
matics.

(A)quite different from (B )very much like
(C)somewhat similar to (D)widely divergent from
The ancient Greeks gave ______ in their beautiful statues
of gods and gaddesses.

(A )visual form to their ideas

(B )their ideas beyond visual form

(C)visual form against their ideas

(D)visual form and their ideas

. Today, we still give through music and song.

(A ysome occasions to importance
(B )some occasions inmportance
(C)importance some occasions

(D )importance by some occasions

The experience that unites pleasure in perceiving orderly
forms and in learning is _______ experience.

(A)a painful (B)an agonizing

(C)a painstaking (D)an aesthetic

Religious paintings of the [talian Renaissance ______ re-

ligious beliefs.
(A)do more convey (B )do more than convey

(C)more than do convey  (D)do convey more

)10. The paintings of modern artists possess qualities like

joy, sadness, and vitality reflect features found
in the realities of human life.

(A Jthat (B). that

(C)which (D), which
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. Transiate the following paragraph into Chinese:

Art also conveys meanings. Prehistoric people used dances and
paintings to communicate the idea of success in planting, harvest-
ing, and hunting. The ancient Greeks gave their ideas about such
ideal human qualities as wisdom and courage visual form in their
beautiful statues of gods and goddesses. Today, we still give occa-
sions like graduations or weddings importance through music and
song. We also try to understand the meaning of important personal
events, such as falling in love, and important public events, such
as wars, by composing music, painting pictures, or making films

about them.
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Fine arts is a term that refers in its broadest modern sense

to architecture, ballet, concert music, literature, opera, paint-




