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1. The Creation of the World

When God made heaven and earth, the earth was a mass of
whirling clouds and vapour without form and it was dark all over.
God said, “Let there be light, let there be light.” And there was
light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated light
from darkness. He called the light day, and the darkness night. So
evening came, and morning came. It was the first day.

God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters, to sepa-
rate water from water.” So God made the vault,and separated the
water under the vault from the water above it; and God called the
vault the heavens. Evening came, and morning came, a second
day.

God said, “Let the waters under heaven be gathered into one
place,so that dry land may appear.”And so it was. God called the
dry land earth,and the gathering of the waters he called seas;and
God saw that it was quite good. Then God said, “Let the earth
produce fresh growth, let there be on the earth plants bearing
seed. "So it was. Plants bearing seed grew on the earth,and God
saw that it was good. Evening came, and morning came, a third
day.

God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to sepa-
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rate day from night,and let them serve as signs both for festivals
and for seasons and years. Let them also shine in the vault of
heaven to give light on the earth.”So it was. God made the two
great lights, the bigger is called the Sun to govern the day and the
smaller is called the Moon to govern the night;and with them he
made the stars. God put these lights in the vault of heaven to give
light on the earth, to separate light from darkness;and God saw
that it was good. Evening came,and morning came,a fourth day.

God said, “Let the waters filled with countless living crea-
tures,and let birds fly in the heavens. "God then created all living
creatures that move and live in the waters,and every kind of bird;
and God saw that it was good. So he blessed them and said, “Be
fruitful and become more and more,fill the waters of the seas;and
let more and more birds on the land.” Evening came,and morning
came,a fifth day.

God said, “Let the earth filled with such living creatures, as
cattle,sheep and wild animals. ..”So it was. God made wild ani-
mals, cattle, sheep and all reptiles. And he saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image and likeness to
rule the fish in the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle,all wild ani-
mals on the earth,that crawl upon the earth.”So God created man
in his own image: male and female. God blessed them and said to
them, “Be fruitful and increase,fill the earth,rule over the fish in
the sea,the birds of heaven,and every living thing that moves up-
on the earth.”God also said, “I give you all plants that bear seed
everywhere on the earth,and every tree bearing fruit;they shall
be yours for food. All green plants I give for food to the wild ani-

mals on the earth, to all the birds of heaven, every living crea-
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ture. "So it was. God saw all that he had made, and it was very
good. Evening came,and morning came,a sixth day.

Thus heaven and earth were completed. On the sixth day God
completed all the work he had been doing,and on the seventh day
he stopped his work. God blessed the seventh day and made it
holy, because on that day he did not need to do any work.

This is the story of the making of heaven and earth when
they were created.
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vapour n. JK,%
vault. n. EE

sign  n.  FRid

govern wv. BIK,EFH

creature n. ijJ %

. Create wv. ﬁ']ﬁ
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. reptile n. J€ITEHY
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. crawl v, JE&FF

. male adj. BMHEK

. female adj. LM
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2. Disobey God in Eden

God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life. Thus the man became a living
creature. Then God planted a garden in Eden away to the east,
and there he put the man whom he had formed. God made trees
spring from the ground,all trees pleasant to look at and good for
food ;and in the middle of the garden he set the tree of life and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

There was a river flowing from Eden to water the garden,
and when it left the garden it branched into four streams. The
name of the first is Pishon, which runs around all the land of Havi-
tah, where the gold is. The gold of that land is good,a lot of am-
bers and cornelians are also found there. The name of the second
river is Gihon, this is the one which encircles all the land of Cush.
The name of the third is Tigris, this is the river which runs east of
Asshur. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it
and care for it. He told the man, “You may eat from every tree in
the garden, but not from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil;on the day that you eat from it, you will certainly die. " Then

God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will provide a
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partner for you.” So God put the man into a sleeplike condition of
the mind,and while he slept, he took one of his ribs and closed the
flesh over the place. God then built up the rib into a woman called
Eve. He brought her to the man.

Adam and Eve lived happily in the garden. But there was one
creature in the garden who wished to make trouble between God
and man. This was the serpent, who was the most cunning of all
the creatures.

One day, the serpent found Eve alone in the garden,and he
whispered in her ear,“You will not die if you eat the fruit of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil. You will understand every-
thing,and you will both be like God.”

Eve believed the serpent, and wanted to be a god. She took
the fruit and ate it,and gave it to Adam,and he ate it too. At once
everything changed. They felt guilty and unhappy for the first
time. Also, they were ashamed of their nakedness, so they sewed
leaves together to cover themselves up.

That evening, Adam and Eve heard God walking in the gar-
den, and they hid themselves among the trees. “Where are you?”
God called out to Adam. Adam had to come out of hiding place. “I
heard your voice,” he said to God, “and I was afraid because I
was naked, so I hid myself.”

“Who told you that you were naked?”God asked him. “Have
you eaten the fruit of the forbidden tree?”

“The woman made me do it,”Adam said.

“Why did you do it?” God asked Eve.

“The serpent made me do it,”she replied.

God became very angry and put a curse on the serpent. Then
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he turned to Adam and Eve.."“Because you have disobeyed me,”
he said, “I will send you out of the Garden of Eden into the
wilderness, where life will be hard for you. Woman will give birth
in pain, and man will have to work hard to raise crops, until he

dies. T made you out of dust,and you will return to dust.”
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