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He came from a tochy farm in ltaly, somewhere south of A TR RIT
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@{EAVTBEB’JAY$ A The movie was a hore. A48 %1% £ W,
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hore sh. to death tears 4 A K 41 AT was bored to death ‘tears by

their trivial conversation. £ *H4& 411 7% £ 5y &9 2 76 R 15 & 5,
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Learning., Chinese-Style

Part | 8Eis

Howard Gapdier
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The author introduced his topic b'g/ an anecdote.

¢ 1 For a month in the spring of 1987, my wife Ellen and I

lived in the bustling eastern Chinese city of Nanjing with our 18

~month ~ old son Benjamin while studying arts education in Chi-

nese Kindergartens and clementary schools, (21 But one of the

most telling lessons Ellen and I got in the difference between

Chinese and American ideas of education came not in the class-

room but in the lobby of the Jinling Hotel where we stayed in

Nanjing.

1987 #F RAMFFHMOWEERIT IS P AMILF AR
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Benjamin loved to carry the key around, shaking it vigorous-
Iy. He also liked to try to place it into the slot. () Because of

his tender age and incomplete understanding of the need to posi-

tion the Key just so. he would usually fail. Benjamin was not

bothered in the least. ¢ 1yHe probably got as much pleasure out of

the sounds the key made as he did those few times when the key

actually found its way into the slot. .
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Now both Ellen and I were perfectly happy to allew Benja-
min to i+ the key near the key slot. liis exploratory hehasvior
seemed harmless enough. But I soon observed :in interesting phe

Any Chinese si 1 member nearby would come over

to watch Benjamin and. noting his lack of initial success, at-

tempt to assist. He or she would hotd eaie Benjamin’s hand and,
gently but firmly. «wice it directly toward the slot, reposition it

as necessary, and help him to insert it. ¢+ The “teacher” would

then smile ~nsos bing expeciantdy at Ellen or me, as if awaiting a

thank you —and <. -« znion would frown slightly, as if consider-

ing us to be s ting our parental dutics,
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BRI AC R oL 58 25 0T UE P 80— 19 % Mt & I 4
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The Chivese show a child how to do something, or teach by
holding his hand while the Westerners teach a child to rely

on himself for solutions to problems.

TWO DIFFERENT WAYS TO LEARN
With a few c¢sceptions my Chinese collcagues displayed the
<ume attitude v the staff at the Jinling Hotel. Since adults know
how to piace the key in the key slot, which is the ultimate pur-
aone of approaching the slot. and since the child is neither old
enough ver clever enough to realize the desired action on his
»wo . what possible gain is achieved by having him struggle? 7 :

He sian oot get frosteated and angry ~ certainly not a desirable

euteonic. Why not show him what to do? He will be happy, he
will learn how to accomiplish the task sooner, and then he can
proveed 1o more complex activities, like opening the door or ask-
ing for the key — both of which accompiishments can (and should)

+ doe ceurse be modeled for him as well,
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We listened to such explanations sympathetically and ex-
plained that, first of ali. we did not much care whether Benjamin
succeeded in inserting the key into the slot. (~)He was having

good time and was exploring, two activities that did matter to us.

But the critical point was that. in the process. we werc trying to
teach Benjamin that one can solve a problem ¢ffectively by one-
self. Such self-reliance is a principle value of child rearing in mid-

dle-class America. <1950 long as the child is shown exactly how

to do something-- whether it be placing a key in a key slot, draw-

ing a hen or making up for a misdeed--he is less likely to figure

out himself how to accomplish such a task. And, more generally.

he is less likely to view life — as Americans do — as a series of situ-
ations in which one has to learn to think for oneself. to solve
problems on ene’s own and even to discover new problems for
which creative solutions are wanted,
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TEACHING BY HOLDING HIS HAND

¢l In retrospect. it became clear to me that this incident

was indeed key — and key in more than one sense. It pointed to

important differences in the educational and artistic practices in

our two countries.
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When our well-intentioned Chinese observers came to
Benjamin s rescue. they did not simply push his hand down clumsiiy
or uncertainly, as I might have done. Instead, they guided him with
extreme Tacility and gentieness in precisely the desired direction. I
came to realize that these Chinese were not just molding and shaping
Benjamin’s performance in any old manner: In the best Chinese tra-
dition . they were ba zhe shou jiao — “teaching by holding his hand”—
so mineh so that he would happily come hack for more.

T 8 3 25 1y v [ 5 00 BT R BR B A R B BT, Ml AR A R
R ATRESBA B A R R BB BB T AT
. AR BT ARATT AR I FR R TR R M A A 5 | 1) B Sk B B ) 7
). & HT A B X e v [N B R R L — B R O B 7 =
i G R ARMAT N AT RER TP EASR . BEF R H
BAXHACSHRERBR—K.

The idea that learning should 1ake place by continual careful
shaping and molding applies equally to the arts. Watching chil-
dren at work in a classroom setting. we were astonished by their
facility, Children as young as 5 or 6 were painting flowers. fish
and animals with the skiil and confidence of an adult: calligra-
pliers 9 and 10 years old were producing works that could have
been displayed in a museum. In a visit to the homes of two of the
young artists, we learned from their parents that they worked on
perfecting their craft for several hours a day.

FEI BB CBESS S AR X
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FHEHMPEMFETUEHYERR. A RERLDEREY
KBS W BATAE T WSO B0 B 4145 K 25 30 Ui BL5E
S (R WEE 3

The Chinese give priority to rievelopi‘ng skills at an ea'rly
age, believing that creativity can be promoted over time;
the Westerners put more em phasis on fostering creativily in

young children , thinking that skills can be picked up later.
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CREATIVITY FIRST?

In terms of attitudes to creativity there seems to be a reversal
of priorities: young Westerners making their holdest departures
first and then gradually mastering the tradition; and young Chi-
nese being almost inscparable from the tradition, but, over time.
possibly evolving to a point equally original.

ABRIEHE—?

MK B 7 9 25 o L T S vk R UL R R B T L R 4R
BN KT . 88 5 B 8 1085 14 4 ; 1 op 15 A9 46 42 A JL -
B AT (& G RS L B I R RS L T TR AT R R R SR
(UEA RS

One way of summarizing the American position is to state
that we value originality and independence more than the Chinese
do. The contrast between our two cultures can also be seen in
terms of the fears we hoth harbors. Chinese teachers are fearful
that if skills are not acquired early. they may never be acquired;
there is. on the other hand. no comparable hurry to promote cre-
ativity. American educators fear that unless creativity has been
acquired early, it may never emerge: on the other hand. skills
can be picked up later.
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However, 1 do not want to oversiate my case. There is
cnormous creativity to be found in Chinese scientific, technologi-
cal and artistic innovations past and present. And there is a dan-
ger of exaggerating creative breakthroughs in the West. When
any innovation is examined closely, its reliance on previous a-
chievements is all too apparent ( the "standing on the shoulders of
giants"phenomenon),
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But assuming that the contrast I have developed is valid. and
that the fostering of skills and creativity are both worthwhile
sonls. the important question becomes this: Can we gather, from
the Chinese and American extremes. a superior way to approach
education. perhaps striking a better balance between the poles of
creativity and basic skills?

R i LB T HLRT I AO BB R T Y TS SR R 2 5 B ik
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Part I KM9HH

¢11- For a month in the spring of 1987 -, my wife Ellen and |
lived in the (bustiing eastern) Chinese city of Nanjing with
our I ~-month-old son Benjamin - while studying arts educa-

tion in Chinese kindergartens and elementary schools

Lot spying of 19870 gy wife Ellen o oy Vs-niontle-old
sorc ad I ostayed T the busy eastern Clivese c¢itiy of Nap-
Jing foira ot o stdy avts edication v Clivese kin-

dervgaitens and elementory scliools.

1987 F A KA EFTHREFERMIBAANLT AAR A
FEOTBAFRTFTHFIAT —AN . ANERFTELHILA
Fo FH L RBHFF A,

P
(2)But one of the most telling lessons Ellen and I got in the

difference between Chinese and American ideas of education
came not - in the classroom _=-but - " in the lobby of the Jin-
ling Hotel where we stayed in Nanjing

U ois al e Jobby of the Jinling Hotel {ocuted in Nawjing
ot iy the classyoon that Bllew aod Tgot the most D pres-
sive lessons D the ditterence between Clhinese aiod Anieri-

e ideas of educalion
Ko, BB RTAAXTERTREEF O RBEEH K

BAERARE MARAKNEGKHE G ESEHIALE
HRE,
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convincing fEHAYIG R AFEEHUZ A

- our 18-month-old son # 1+ /A H K
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% iil month A it F§ B ¥ X, 18-
month-old X F — P E & A, &
SRR L 184 4 3] son. 8 LA
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son of 18 months old,

Swhile TEX B FARIEBMNE -1
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t1- Because of his tender age and incomplete understanding of

the need  to position the key just so -, he would usually fail.

Bieci e fieooss o agnd e caniiot auderstand Hee need
fornoxilios Hoe ey cavefilly to 470 Dite Hhe warrone oy

slot o he weandd fodl

WFRIZFY) AR FRRPARMELEF R BREE
it &k,

P2
¢ 1 He probably got us much pleasure out of the sounds the key

P2
made as he did those few times when the key actually found

its way into the slot.

Hegol vienele picesoore Prane Aie sovnd of Hhe ey awd ol 1
see L o e also ol onele pleasirve frons lis cetions of

vevcliipg Hee L <lol

YR P ood T A6 R A R AR (B R e AR R
HAA o mEFY RS,

¢>)Any Chinese staff member nearby would come over to watch
Benjamin and, noting his lack of initial success, attempt to

assist.

Avy Clhivese stafl vober who was standing wearby
wold come veer lo ealel Bevjain and wlien ey voled
Hiat Bewjin conpat (5t Hie keg iito the key slof . ey

warld ey to el p Bewjawin .

BEZEM—ATRALIUARELLES HAEALREE A
AUt R kAR AR B,

t4)The “teacher” would then smile somewhat expectantly at El-
len or me, as if awaiting a thank you—and  on occasion
would frown slightly, as il considering us to be neglecting

our parental duties.

The “feacker™ wrould then siile o it Lopetilly of 11-
levi i e as i e o she vas opaiting Jov o than ks
and sonetiyees ey wonld frooe slightly . as i we were

ol yesponsible purents .
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W Mlas. . .as 4589, M AW A,
FIE+ BE R +as + B A
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R GT R EhED + as + BF B
# +as. ..

“when 5| §#Y2 E1E M A 1T times.

-noting his lack of initial success & B
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7 vHe may well get frustrated and angry — certainly not a desira-
ble outcome.
He s Likeely foogel frastiatled aud angry . wlich s nol

peliard e cepectod
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t%) He was having a good time and was exploring. two
. e n .
activities that did matter to us.

Wht see cured vus Hiod e vas hiaeing a good Fiue ad

wos caploriog.
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t1) So long as the child is shown exactly how to do something
~ whether it be placing a key in a key slot, drawing a hen or
making up for a misdeed- .. he is less likely to figure out

himself how to accomplish such a task.

If e show e clild coactly low to do sowething
whetlier we teacl tene Jiow 1o place a key i a key slot
draemig a lien o conpewsaling for o werong el le is

less ikely to koo Do do accon pliste a task by hinesel ]
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¢10) In retrospect . it became clear to me that this incident

was indeed key — and key in more than one sense.

Wihen Ilooked back towards (he past o I realized that thie
pncident was cery forpovtant Ln o many senses
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Part I =MiaCisif

styvle

attach

occasion

n. MITH A, K Achange one’s style of living & & 4 % # X A develop one’s
style % 5 B T % R 4% A Some people have criticized the Prime Minister’s style of lead-
ership. — 2 AP IF T G AR 6940 F1E R,

QOFITI ¥ Athe latest spring styles % # & %447 % X A That style of dressing is
very old-fashioned here. A4 f F B XH A XL L2 LR EXW T .

@R, E 2 Athe Gothic style of architecture 54 &, 49 & 4

stolish a. FATHY . IMEE A S0 stylistic a. CERAD BB TR statist
n. XEE

come into style FFE5 4T A That type of evening dress came into style shortly af-
ter the war. AR 3k X 69 8 AL IR R 3G R AT 46 44788, in stvle FATFAY 4 CURBY . B9
Y AThis type of dress is now in style. iX # # X #4 * F AR A 4T, A When they
got married they decided to do it in style ,and gave a big party. # {11 4 4§ &9 B 4% sk & 32
FHG AT~ R KB E 4, out of styie FE #1749 A Long hair is definitely out of
style at the moment. RAEFE R L FERBEBAIFT .

vt. (D&, 0, B H Aattach alabel to each picce of luggage % #4774 2 Lit &
QOMm(BE.XH%) AHe attached his signature to the contract. HELSR B LEF,
QOE(BR)E T(ME) AThe school is attached to the Normal College. ix Ff 3 & W %
TFEER.

ORF(EEM),WH,13F ADo you attech any importance to what he said? RN P
o33t oy 35 & B

attachment n. % 1 E; &5

be attached to B8, Z 5 K75 240 AHe is deeply attached to the old typewrit-
er. fe3E ¥ B M A& 8 T T,

nw. DR, 35E Aon one occasion f£ 3% — ¥4 Aa formal occasion iE X 84 35 4
QiFEz, k¥, MAEBF, B8 Ain honor of occasion H F K AHis wedding was a
great occusion . MAG4GAL 2 A K & g,

O£, mHL Achoose one’s occasion it ¥ #. A& There was no occasion for me to tell
her. £ A LA & 1,

occasional a. BI/RH) AEFH

on upon occasion /5. 47 1} A He reads detective stories on occasion . .48 R
EARAE D3, take occasion to do sth, He L F= g - - Al want to take this occasion to
thank you. & 8 4 b #L & & 1k £ 7 & #. be equal to the occasion BE 48 5 \f & i@
A Young as he was, he was equal to the occasion . # % F BRIP4 AT B 4. by oceasion
of di F .74 A The debate had to be postponed. by occasion of the illness of one of the
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neglect

critical

effective

principal

solution

principal speakers. i TH 12 £ E X FALE T % LS AF LM,

. DORZ B, 29 A neglect onc’s work I 4% 8t # 2 X & AHe neglected his own
health. £ 2T A 694 &,
OB TAEE)RM, T TH A neglect one’s meals and sleep & % % & ADon’t neg-
fect to lock the door when you leave. & FFaf 3] % T 4511,
n. B8, 28,421 Afall into neglect 3 # %L A Neglect of his studies caused him to
fail. 4t B 240 47 3k % # 3K R B A%,
negligent . (JEHEHD B H9; AL ER negligence w . (M) 818 .0

neglectful . B . BAZLH

neglect, ignore 5 overlook :neglect #7181 TS G 3 M H Z i R a0 I 18
V#H‘Jlﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬂ;”’ i ignore XA YRR H . MBRH AN S HIEEWR . JTFZ MM 5
F 524517 8 s overlook 5 JC 2 b Z RS,

- ODEXEEN,BRRH, REMMN, XBMEM A a critical situation & 2 4K 7 A
The next two weeks will be critical for the company. 4 F % ¢4 # A 85 3% 2 3] & 9545 2
EX XA
OREREN, ZEEHINH A a critical attitude £ 3545 5 & ADon’t he so critical
of everyone else. R & xt 3 4t A HF X A Bk 5] .

QR #iEE A a critical writer i+ # % A a critical essay % #
critic n PEIRECHPRR criticism n. HEFEGIFIE crisis n bl B BB X
ko ceriticize of LR, IE S

a. DBE¥H,BHHY A take effective measures FBCH 3 3 56 A This medicine is
highly effective against cancer.iX % M st & A K 3 A |

OUERF)EHMN, RIEMAM AThe new law becomes effective on April 1. 737 4 1% 42
HT4RA18FHE,

effect n. ZR T effectively ade. #5525 F

effective 5 efficient : effective 3% 4 HE 8% ok 52 B 77 4 (2 A . ol B A ok 3 41
efficient 52 i 250 42 55 T AS VR 2% (8] L85 F7 LR b %

a. EBH,HEH A principal industries of a country B % 45 £ 2 T &b AOur princi-
pal food is rice. £ 169 42 kK K.,

n. B3 A The school principal announced the honor roll list. % & # 4 EFLLE,
principal 5 principle: principal {EJ & iAat . 2  E 80 5 EH”, VE 2 BilHt &
HUEIR sprinciple V5 2 17, B R R LRI 4 LB AT ER

n. ORRR,BRAE,BE Aarrive at / come to / reach a solution KEMAEZE A
find /seek a solution F# #3455 & Alt took a long time to find the solution.# 7
ReKoud e o KB Mk 5ok,



