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ABSTRACT

Since the first four volumes of China's First Class Hotels
published in 1995 have been highly praised by many
readers and practitioners, our publishing house finished the
edition of the next four volumes with the help of many
great hotels in China. The fifth volume is about integrative
space, which reflects some hotels with recent fitment, and
the sixth, seventh and eighth volumes are about public space
(mainly of lobby space), restaurant space and guestroom
space. These four volumes reflect the update design trends
of hotels' fitment. The hotels' fitment concentrates the

quintessence of the indoors decoration and fitment all over
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the world which is the most direct and fast way to get the
update indoors design trends of the world. These books
can provide many directions and reference to the fitment
of public buildings and dwelling houses, and they are good
books of great practicability for many practitioners, students
and families. Our publishing house will continue to
compile the sequel of China's First Class Hotels according
to readers' needs. We hope that we can make some
contribution to the development of Chinese hotels and the

improvement of indoors design and fitment.
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Preface

Guestrooms are the major functional part of a hotel.
They often occupy from fifty to sixty percent of the total
area, and become prime economic source of a hotel.
Guestrooms are the major space in the tourists' lives, and
the design and decoration of guestrooms should base on
the research of tourists' behavior science in them.
Guestrooms of hotels for different purpose have different
functional features, such as business hotels, tour hotels,
recreation hotels or other hotels; different combination of
tourist groups have different requirernent of guestrooms,
such as tourist party, club, familiar or personal tour; and
different staying time of tourists also have different needs
of guestrooms. So, the design of guestrooms should depend
on concrete research of the purpose, grade and the needs
of guests.

Tourists' behaviors in guestrooms include relaxing,
scenic overlooking, reading, writing, receiving, listening to
news and music, watching TV, having refreshment, stording
clothes and food, bathing, hairdressing, sleeping and
contacting with the inside and outside. Because of features
of hotel's function and guests, some of the behaviors above
need fairly big space, and some need almost no space.

Guestrooms should be designed with good orientation
based on the climate, site and scene. It should also consider
the layout of the furniture, which should accord with human
dimensions, and be convenient for using and maintaining.
The inner color and fitment of guestrooms should be simple
and harmonious. The inner fitment of a guestroom often
centers on the bed, and the common layout is that bed is
ncar to a wall while keep away from the door, and other
space can place dresser, TV shelf and rack etc.

Types of guestrooms are divided into one-bed room,
double-bed room, two-bed room, two double-bed room,
three-bed room or multi-bed room, serially reusable
standard room and changeable double-suite, suite, rooms
for the disabled etc. The suite also have many types, such
as suite divided with partition wall, two-room suite, three-
room suite, skip-floor suite, royal suite, presidential suite
etc. With the number of rooms increased, from meeting
room to dinning room, study room and dressing room etc,
the suite's function is increased too. The presidential suite

6 — CHINA'S FIRST CLASS HOTELS

is just like a luxury villa with uptodate facilities and
elaborate inner fitment, and it is one of the symbols of
modern hotel's grade and soul. The area of presidential
apartment is over 280 square meter with entrance hall,
living room, dining room, two bedrooms and two
bathrooms etc, and the rent of every night is about three
thousand dollars.

With the development of human civilization, many
developed countries are paying more and more attention
to the right of the disabled. Recently, hotels special for the
disabled are appearing in Europe, and guestrooms special
for the disabled are also come up in some high-grade hotels.
Guestrooms for the disabled should be located in the place
with the shortest traffic route for the wheelchair passing in
and out conveniently. The passage in the guestroom should
be wide enough for the wheelchair to pass in and out; the
size of the toilet's entrance should be enlarged for the
wheelchair to turn around; firm armrest should be set on
the wall, bathtub, wash basin and lavatory, and the armrest
is divided into the horizontal segment and the vertical
segment as support of the disabled at any time; and there is
automatic device on the door and complete alarming
system. It is pointed out in Design Criterion of Hotel
Buildings of china that the ramp, entrance and passage of
hotel buildings should meet the need of the wheelchair user.
In the Regulation and Criterion of Accessing the Star-grade
of the Tourist Hotels Open to Foreigners in china, the
disabled facilities are required from 3-star to 5-star hotels.
And it is regulated that there should be ramps for the
disabled passing in and out in the entrance hall, and
guestrooms special for the disabled, where the facilities
can meet the common needs of the daily life of the disabled.

1. Guestrooms

The principles of decoration and design of guestrooms
are safety, economical efficiency, flexibility and
comfortability.

1.1 Safety

The safety of guestrooms is showed in disaster
prevention, public security and keeping the privacy of



guestrooms.

1. Disaster prevention: according to the statistics, the
frequency of fires in hotels is the highest of that of urban
public buildings, and the incorrect smoking of guests is
the origin of most fires. The space of guestroom is small.
It is often filled with suffocative smoke in the time of fire,
and there is some interval for the alarm to be work. So the
alarm of guestrooms and early outfire is the important part
of the fire protection of hotels.

2. Public security: the emphases of the public security
of hotels' guestrooms in our country are put on register
system, guestroom lock and monitor system etc.

3. Privacy of guestrooms: as rented room of guests,
guestrooms should be very private, silent, without
disturbance, and show special sense of security. The higher
of the grade of the hotel is, the higher request is brought to
the privacy of the guestroom.

1.2 Economical efficiency and flexibility

1. Economical efficiency: it is important to increase
the rate of utilization. The decoration of hotels should apply
the principle of making the best use of everything. Different
parts and different ways of use have different request: such
as unnecessary drawers of the furniture should be reduced
as many as possible; reachable parts should use indefectible
finish materials which are easy to clean; and floors easy to
wear down can use blocky wearable manmade carpet etc.
Since furniture and sanitary ware need a lot of repairs, the
standards and assortment should be reduced as many as
possible in order to be easily replenished and displaced,
and to reduced the types and amount of storage.

2. Flexibility: the flexibility of guestrooms' design
refers to guestroom space's comprehensive usage and
changeable usage, viz usage efficiency of the guestroom
space. Comprehensive usage means multi-functional and
high efficient usage of the space, and changeable usage
means that types and inner layout of guestrooms can be
changed in certain extent to fit the change of the market.

1.3 Comfortability

The extent of guestrooms' comfortability includes the
satisfaction of guests' physiological and psychological

needs , which have two levels of physical functions and

spiritual functions, and reflect the grade and operating
feature of the hotel. Healthy physical conditions provided
by guestrooms include good lighting and ventilation, proper
control of environmental stimulation of vision, hearing and
heat feeling , and good design of sound insulation,
illumination and air condition etc.

On these bases, we should fix up about the atmosphere
of guestrooms. Guestrooms are cells of a hotel, and they
are small private world for guests to stay. Although
guestrooms of modern hotels are largely identical but with
minor differences, minded architects and owner always do
everything to created unique atmosphere through inner
design, and to express culture, economy, technology,
human convention, exoticism in limited space to impress
guests deeply based on the psychological needs of guests,
the inner design of hotels' guestrooms can be divided into
two types. One is that the design and layout uses the idea
of home, and its living habits, friendliness and convenience
spontaneously bring guests homelike feeling; the other is
that guestrooms have lively features of regional cultures
and traditions, and intense local sentiment, which can bring
guests newfangled feeling . The second type of guestrooms
is often used in tour hotels.

2. Guestroom floors

A guestroom floor is formed by guestroom section,
traffic hinge and service section. Guestroom floors in hotels
of different grade and operating features have different
constitute and relationship of functions. Most middle-grade
and high-grade hotels at present don't place service counter
in every storey. It is better to have twenty-four to forty
guestrooms in every guestroom floor of high-grade hotel.

The guestroom section is the area where guestroom
units are concentrated, and it is the profitable parts of a
guestroom floor. Guestroom units are the cells of
guestroom section, and they have total areas of guestrooms,
which include areas of guestroom passage, closet, toilet,
pipes and guestrooms. Guestroom units should have best
scene and orientation. The traffic route of a guestroom
floor should be clear, simple and direct to shorten the

CHINA'S FIRST CLASS HOTELS — 7



distance for guests and service as many as possible. There
should be evident symbols in the building and the elevator
halls for guests to know the orientation easily. In order
not to disturb guests' rest and to improve service efficiency,
the flow of service should be separated with that of guests
in guestroom floor, and receive guests with easy and silent
atmosphere. The core of service section should be compact,
multi-functional, orderly and clean, whose position should
be near to the service section of the public part of the hotel
to make the inner flow its own system.

Stairs, elevator halls and corridors of guestroom floors
are transitional spaces directly serving for guests, and they
have great effects on creating continuity and layers of inner
environmental atmosphere of guestroom floors. As the
emphases of decoration, the decorative materials and
manner of elevator halls should coordinate with total
decorative styles of the hotel. At the same time, as the
start point of guests arriving at private guestroom floors,
elevator halls should have some difference with public
spaces, and it is better for the decorative styles and
materials' texture to be warm, sweet and soft,

The design of fire protection and safe evacuation of

guestroom floors is very important. All countries have

8 — CHINA'S FIRST CLASS HOTELS

definite regulation on dividing the fire subarea, which is
that with the admission of the base area, the area of a
guestroom floor should try not to exceed the biggest area
permitted by a fire subarea. The biggest area permitted by
a fire subarea is 1000 square meters in a general way, and
if fire fighting devices are placed in passages and elevator
halls of the guestroom floor, the biggest area can be 1200
square meters. Passages, elevator halls and guestroom units
of some guestroom floors all have automatic fire fighting
devices, and their areas can be properly increased as a fire
subarea.

We can know from above that guestroom spaces are
the core of a hotel, and they are the most primary source of
the economical income of hotels. Whether the design and
fitment of guestrooms are perfect or not directly affect
hotels' image and economical efficiency. The design and
fitment of guestrooms should make corresponding concepts
and layout according to different star-grade of hotels. They
should also show common characteristics of tourists' home
that is comfort, warm, elegant, commodious and silent, and

make guestrooms an ideal silent haven in the ablare urban.

The Editor 2000.1.5
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