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UNIT1 COLUMBUS AND HIS TIME

I. CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AND HIS ENCOUNTER
WITH THE “NEW WORLD”

Europe in the late 15th century witnessed dramatic changes in
cultural and intellectual life and the development of an increasingly
dynamic economy. The growing desire for new sources of precious
metals , commodities, trade, and new markets fostered revolutionary
advances in shipbuilding , mapmaking, and the invention of more
sophisticated navigational instruments. It was an age of wild
dreams and daring explorations, and Christopher Columbus (1451 —
1506) was just one of the greatest dreamers and men of action. His
four voyages across the Atlantic (1492 —1493, 1493—1496, 1498 —
1500, and 1502 — 1504), funded by the Spanish monarchs
Ferdinand and Isabella, marked the beginning of sustained contact
between Europe and the Americas. The widely published report of
his first voyage in 1492 made Columbus famous throughout Europe
and secured for him the title of Admiral of the Ocean Sea.

1. The Historical Voyage of 1492

David Gelman, 1991

To finance an Atlantic crossing , Columbus spent many years asking
the Portuguese and Spanish monarchs for patronage. A fter at least
two rejections in Spain, he at last obtained support from King

3



