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Languages in the World

How many different languages are spoken in the world
today? There are about 5,000 different languages. Nearly 90 0
languages are spoken in India.

Chinese is the language spoken by the most number of
people in the world. But the most widely spoken language in
the world is English. Three hundred and thirty million people
speak English as the first language. Nearly twice as many —
about 650 million people — speak it as second or foreign
language.

How many words are there in the English language?
There are about 490, 000 words. Also, there are about
300,000 words used in science. There are more words in
English than many other languages. But most people use no
more than 60,000 words.

1. The kinds of language spoken in India are _E_
A.less than China B. the most
C. more than China D. the least ]

2. Which language is spoken by the most people? ﬁ_
A. Chinese B. English
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C. Indian D. Japanese

. Three hundred and thirty million means _EL
A. 33,000,000 B. 330,000,000
C. 300,000 D. 3,000,000

- How many English words are used often? L
A.190,000 - B. 300,000
C. 60,000 D. 490,000

. The topic ($5 & )maybe is __4‘3; '
A. The Languages in the World
B. The Words in the World
C. English Language
D. The English and Chinese Languages

3
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The Mystery of Language

How men first 'iearned to invent words is unknown; in
other words, the origin of language is a mystery (%), All
we really know is that men, unlike animals, somehow
invented certain sounds to express thoughts and feelings,
actions and things, so that they could communicate with each
other; and that later they agreed upon certain signs, called
letters, which could be written down. Those sounds, whether
spoken or written in letters, we call them words.

The power of words, then, lies in their associations (B
# ) — the things they bring up before our minds. Words
become filled with meaning for us by experience; and the
longer we live, the more certain words recall to us the glad
and sad events of our past; and the more we read and learn,
the more the number of words that mean something to us
increases.

1. The origin of language is _‘Q_
A, a legend (4 B4 Yhanded down from the past
B. a matter that is hidden to answer

C. a question difficult to answer
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D. a problem unsolved
2. One of the reasons why men invented certain sounds to
express thoughts and actions was that
A. they could agree upon certain signs
B. they could write them down
C. they could communicate with each other
D. they could combine them
3. What is true about the words?
A.They are used to express feelings only.
B. They can not be written down.
C. They are simply sounds.
D. They are mysterious.
4. By “association” the auther means __
A. a special quality
B. a joining of ideas in the mind
C. an appearance which is puzzling
D. a strange feature (B £ )
5. Which of the following statements is true?
A. The more we read and learn, the more unlearned we are.
B. The more we read and learn, the more puzzled we will
be.
C. The more we read and learn, the more learned we are.

D. The more we read and learn, the more unselfish we be-
come,
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Countries and Languages

Nobody knows how many different languages there are in
the world. There are at least 2,000. The most widely used of
these languages is English. It is used all over the world. It is
the language of business, the sea, and the air; it is used by
business people, by airline pilots, and sea captains all over the
world. It is also the first language of sport and science. So to
learn English is very important.

English is the most widely spoken language in the world,
but Chinese has the largest number of speakers. There are not
only over one billion people living in China, but also many
Chinese people living outside China. You will find large or
small groups of Chinese people living in almost every country
in the world. For example, in London or New York, you will
find several thousand Chinese people living and working
together.

What languages do they speak in the United Nations?
There are so many different languages in the world that they
decided to use only six. These languages are Arabic, Chinese,

English, French, Russian and Spanish. Everything spoken or



