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Born in 1935, Professor Huang Zongguo graduated from the Department of Biology,
Xiamen University in 1958. Since then, he has involved himself in the study of marine
ecology and marine biodiversity, a period of 42 years. Now he is the Chairman of the
Academic Committee and Senior Scientist at the Third Institute of Oceanography, State
Oceanic Administration, Xiamen, China.

Huang has written and edited 8 scientific books, participated in the compilation of
15 other books, and published 138 papers in China and abroad. Because of his many
achievements, he was designated a National Mavore and Youth Outstanding Specialist,
a Model Worker of the State Oceanic Administration, a Model Worker of Xiamen City

and awarded the Merit Citation of Xiamen City and the May Ist Medal .
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Brief Introduction

In this book, fifteen papers and seven related datas are included, which introduce the
appearance, inner organs and the abundance, distribution, population density and protection of
Chinese white dolphin in Xiamen. At the same time, the appearance sketches of 120 marine
mammal species in the world and reprinted for species identification. 215 color photos about the
Chinese white dolphin are also printed. In general, the book aims to propagate the protection of
biological diversity.
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Preface

Of the 1. 7 million species recorded on our planet,the 120 aquatic mammals are the most
endangered. Over 20,000 marine species are recorded from China’s seas and include 39 aquatic
mammals. The Baiji, Chinese white dolphin and Dugong are national first-class protected species,
and the others are second-class protected.

Since the Convention on Biological Biodiversity was passed in 1992, I have participated in the
compilation of China Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan and China’s Biodiversity: A Country
Study. At the same time, I recognized the urgent need to protect the Chinese white dolphin and
I also began to study cetaceans in the Taiwan Strait. Due to the kind efforts of Dr. Stephen
Leatherwood, the late chairman of IUCN/SSC CSG and Professor Brian Morton of the
University of Hong Kong, the co-operation between Professor Chou Lien-Siang from Taiwan
National University and my institute succeeded. Sponsored by Dr. Leatherwood and I, a
Symposium on th Conservation of Cetaceans in Fujian, Hong Kong and Taiwan was held in June
1995. All this work finally helped to bring about the establishment of the Xiamen Chinese white
dolphin Nature Reserve on August 25, 1997.

My research on the Chinese white dolphin is funded and supported by the State Oceanic
Administration , the Xiamen Municipal Government and the Ocean Park Conservation Foundation
(OPCF). The Xiamen Chinese white dolphin Natural Reserve helped me with my work. Dr. T.
A. Jefferson and his assistants from OPCF came to Xiamen four times and gave me much help
with my studies. Professor Brian Morton and his student—Ms. Connie Hong-Yu Lai helped us
with our research on dolphin sound and ecology. Mr. John M. K. Wong also co-operated with us
in Xiamen.

The contents of this book mainly comes from our own research. In addition, however,
Professor Brian Morton, Dr. Lindsay Porter from the University of Hong Kong, Dr. T. A.
Jefferson (OPCF), Mr. W. Leverett from Hong Kong Dolphin Watch, Agriculture and
Fisheries Department of the Hong Kong government and the South China Sea Fisheries Institute
provided us with photographs and information about the Chinese white dolphin in the Pearl
River.

I would like to express my gratitude to all my colleagues and friends for their great and kind

help with my research and protection of the Chinese white dolphin and other cetaceans in
Xiamen.

Huang Zongguo
P. O. Box 0570, Xiamen,361005,China
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The numbers and Distribution of Chinese white dolphins in Xiamen

Between 1994 — 1999, 87 vessel surveys were conducted and photos of Chinese white
dolphins taken, and 392 individual sighting made were recorded. At the same time, 20
observation sites were established, and the total observation months of 239 recorded 12,624
individuals, Chinese white dolphins occur all around the 700 km? Xiamen waters, and they may
swim up to the Jiulong River but never out to Jinmen and Wuyu Islands. Generally, the dolphins
were sighted close to the shore and the most frequently recorded areas included Xiamen’s west
harbour and the mouth of Tongan Bay. The frequency of when the dolphins to jump out of the
water varied with the season but was the highest from April to May. According to our surveys
" and supplementary ones,about 60 individuals are estimated to live in Xiamen waters, but only 40
individuals were distinctive enough to be identified using photos. Now, the population seems to
be decreasing, so both in-situ and ex-situ measures should be employed to effect the conservation

of Chinese white dolphins, a first-class protected species in China,in Xiamen.
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