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In conversation, my adult son Larry ex-
pressed concern about my future. Confident
in my children’ s love, I announced, ‘I'm
not going to worry about old age. I have
four Kids, and I' 1l just spend three months
with each one.’

“Yes,” Larry replied, ‘but what are you

going to do the second year? ’
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conversation [ konva'seifan] n. kiE

adult ['edalt] a. ER AR n. BAEA



confident ['konfident] a. H{Z i1, &3 fify

announce [a'nauns] v. B4, Hi

spend [spend] v. 7%, ( H
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~In my sociology class at the: College of
William and Mary in Williamsburg, VA.,
the professor was discussing gender differ-
ences. When she asked the women to de-
scribe the ideal boyfriend, we began shout-
ing characteristics. After she filled the
blackboard with our ideals, she asked the
men to describe the perfect girliriend.

One student spoke on behalf of all the
men in the class when he raised his hand

and said, ‘Less demanding.’
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discuss [dis'kas] v. itig bR

describe [dis'kraib] v. #%2 , B4

ideal Lai'dial] a. EAE Y, 52 £/

characteristic [ \[keerikta'ristik] a. 55 ¥
n. FFAE

perfect ['paifikt] a. 5EEM MRIFH
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Three businessmen were having dinner at a
club. When it came time to pay the check,
each grabbed for it.

)

‘It' s a business expense,’ said one.

b4

‘I’ll pay,” said the second. ‘I’m on cost

plus.’
‘Let me have it,” argued the third.

‘I’ m filing for bankruptcy next week. ’
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grab [greeb] v. B, 3R
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expense [iks'pens] n. ##,% 41, 2%

argue ['agju:] v. 432

file [fail] . SCAHF I, B v, ARS8 (B
HH

bankruptcy ['baegkraptsi] n. g
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My husband is generally not a very roman-
tic person, so I was rather pleased when on
our 23rd anniversary he surprised me with
17 roses. Curious about the odd amount, I
asked him if there was a special significance
to buying 17 roses rather than the normal
one or two dozen,

‘No,’ he answered, ‘That was the mini-

mum amount that could be charged.’
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anniversary [eeni'vaisori | n. B4EL & H
curious ['kjueries | a. H&HH
significance [sig'nifikens ] n. & X, 0k
dozen ['dazn] n. (—)¥7,+=4
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After more than 30 years in the piano-tun-
ing business, I thought T had heard it all.
Then I went to adjust the piano strings for a
customer who had a carpenter working at
her house. Every time he made a trip out-
side for another tool, he would look in on
me.

‘Hey ’, he said finally, ‘if you like to
play the piano so much, you really should

take some lessons. ’
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piano ['pjaenou]”n: s

tune [tjun’] v. K HF

adjust [a'dzast] v. {97, A%
string [strin] »n. 2 ,%

customer | 'kastoma ] 2. A%, T
carpenter [ 'ka:pinta] n. AL, KE
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Browsing in a nursery, | overheard a young
couple contemplating the purchase of a
blooming plant. The wife obviously wanted
the plant, and pleaded for her busband’s
approval. But he was quick to cite the re-
cent demise of a similar flower she had
owned. Nodding her head in agreement,
she continued down the aislee. When she
was a safe distance away from him, I saw
the young man lean over the flower pot and
whisper, ‘You don’t know how lucky you

are.”’

FERE N A, REBH W — M ERROE
HE—-HAETHERE, EFBRBEL, FRB LR
. AL ELREMREFREN —EESTH
. WRIEM A Ak I EEERT T FHEAE
—BRERT . REVBERANEIMEEZEF R

1



E AR MERAE 22

browse [brauz | v. %%, B

nursery | nosri] n. 3 JLFF, & H

overhear [,ouva'hia] v. (BRI H|
conternplate ['kontempleit] v. R 8 TH A
bloom [ blum | v. FiE, E &

cite [sait] v. 5[ H, 5hE

demise [di'maiz | v. $ik, 5E1C

aisle [ail] »n. #i#, £
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