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Hong Tong, an orphan lost his parents when he was only
three years old. He never received any education in school and
practiced odd job until his fifth decade of life. He was gone by
the name of madman because of his peculiar behaviors in the
fisherman village he lived. He abruptly throw himself in paint—
ing on November 4th when he was fifty. His drawings was
driven public attention three years thereafter. His personal
picture show held in News Service of America at Taibei, and
stirred the whole Taiwan. He died in home lonely when he
was 68 years old, only 10 years after becoming a man of mark
and leave some 300 pictures behind. The author investigated the
creation of “Hong Tong enthusiasm” in Taiwan. The fascina—
tion in his drawings triggered the anxiety—ridden of flooding of
current of modernism arts in Taiwan, being a flag signal that
recalling the local minded idea. Analysis several of his repre—
sentative drawings, the author thinks that his drawings pre—
sented the rustic folk custom and folk art, and reflected his
strong Taoism and primitive respect of Totemistic.

Hong Tong was neither an artist of the gallery nor the
studio, his drawings originated from the civilian but exceeded

civilian. He belongs to the big humans.
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