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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON
STANDARDS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION
AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS, 1978

THE PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION,

DESIRING to promote safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the marine envi-
ronment by estahlishing in common agreernent international standards of training, certification

and watchkeeping for seafarers,

CONSIDERING that this end may best be achieved by the conclusion of an International Con-

vention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers,

HAVE AGREED as follows:
Article I General obligations under the Convention

(1) The Parties undertake to give effect to the provisions of the Convention and the annex
thereto, which shall constitute an integral part of the Convention. Every reference to the Con-
vention constitutes at the same time a reference to the annex.

(23 The Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to
take all other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so
as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection

of the marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties.
Article IT Definitions

For the purpose of the Convention, unless expressly provided otherwise.

(a) Party means a State for which the Convention has entered into force;

(b} Administration means the Government of the Party whose flag the ship is entitled to
fly;

(e) Certificate means a valid document, by whatever name it may be known, issued by or
under the authority of the Administration or recognized by the Administration autho-
rizing the holder to serve as stated in this document or as authorized by naticnal regu-
lations;

(d) Certificated means properly holding a certificate;

(e) Organization means the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (IM-

— 7 —



CcOy;*

(1) Secretary-Gieneral means the Secretary-General ol the Orgainization

(g) Seagoing ship means a ship other than those which navigate exclusively in inland wa-
ters or in waters within, or closely adjacent to, sheltered waters or areas where port
regulations apply:

(h) Fishing vesse/ means u vessel used for catching fish, whales, seals, walrus or other

living resources of the sea;
(1} Radio Regulations means the Radio Regulations annexed to, or regarded as being an-

nexed to, the most recent International Telecommunication Convention which may be

in force at any time.
Article II1  Application

The Convention shall apply to seafarers serving on board seagoing ships entitled to fly the

flag of a Party except 1o those serving on board;

O]

(a) warships, naval auxiliaries or other ships owned or operated by a State and engaged
only on governmental non-commercial service; however, each Party shall ensure, by
the adoption of appropriate measures not impairing the operations or operational capa-
bilites of such ships owned or operated by it, that the persons serving on board such
ships meet the requirements of the Convention so far as is reasonable and practicable ;

(b) fishing vessels;

(c) pleasure yachts not engaged in trade; or

(d) wooden ships of primitive build.
Article IV Communication of information

The Parties shall communicate as soon as practicable to the Secretary-General ;

(a) the text of laws, decrees, arders, regulations and instruments promulgated on the
various matters within the scope of the Convention;

(b} full details, where appropriate, of contents and duration of study courses. together
with their national examination and other requirements for each certificate issued in
compliance with the Convention;

(c) a sufficient number of specimen certificates issued in compliance with the Conven-

tion.

(2} The Secretary-General shall notify all Parties of the receipt of any communication under

paragraph (1){a) and, inter alia, {or the purposes of articles IX and X, shall, on request,

provide them with any information communicated to him under paragraphs (1)(b) and (c).

* The name of the Organization was changed 10 “Internationsl Maritime Organization (IMO)" by virtue of amendments
to the Organization's Convention which entered into force on 22 May 1982.
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Article V. Other treaties and interpretation

(1) All prior treaties, conventions and arrangements relating to standards of training, certi-
fication and watchkeeping for seafarers in force between the Parties shall continue to have full
and complete effect during the terms thereof as regards,

(a) seafarers to whom this Convention does not apply;

{h) seafarers to whom this Convention applies, in tespect of matters for which it has not

expressly provided.

(2» To the extent, however, that such treaties, conventions or arrangements conflict with
the provisions of the Convention. the Parties shall review their commitments under such
treaties, conventions and arrangements with a view to ensuring that there is no conflict be-
tween these commitments and their obligations under the Convention.
{3) All matters which are not expressly provided for in the Convention remain subject to the
legislation of Parties.
(4} Nothing in the Convention shall prejudice the codification and development of the law of
the sea by the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea convened pursuant to resolu-
tion 2750 C{XXV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, nor the present or future
claims and legal views of any State concerning the law of the sca and the nature and extent of

voastal and flag State jurisdiction,
Article V1  Certificates

(1) Certificates for masters, officers or ratings shall be issued to those candidate who, to the
satisfaction of the Administration, meet the requirements for service, age, medical fitness,
training, qualification and examinations in accordance with the appropriate provisions of the
annex to the Convention.

(2) Certificates for masters and officers issued in compliance with this article shall be en-
dorsed by the issuing Administration in the form as prescribed in regulation I/2 of the annex.

If the language used is not English, the endorsement shall include a translation into that lan-

guage.
Article VII Transitional provisions

(1> A certificate of competency or of service in a capacity for which the Convention requires
a certificate and which before entry into force of the Convention for a Party is issued in accor-
dance with the laws of that Party or the Radio Regulations shall be recognized as valid for ser-
vice after entry into force of the Convention for that Party.

(2)  After the entry into force of the Convention for a Party, its Administration may contin-
ue to issue certificates of competency in accordance with its previous practices for a period not
exceeding five years. Such certificates shall be recognized as valid for the purpose of the Con-

vention. During this transitional period such certificates shall be issued only to seafarers who
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