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PREFACE

The Grand Canal, the embodiment of the quintessence of the Chinese nation, is one of the most
magnificent and the most known wonders of the world. She is a symbol of China's civilization, the
crystallization of Chinese people’s wisdom and a monument to the history of China as well.

The Grand Canal has had a history of 2,400 years and more since 486 BC when Fu Chai, the King of
Wou ordered to dig the Hangou Canal. After repeated efforts of digging during the dynasties of Qin, Sui and
Yuan, the Grand Canal now runs for almost 1,800 kilometers from the south to the north. During all her years,
she not only played an extremely important role politically and militarily in the social development of China,
but also helped to creat immense economic and cultural wealth. In the past, she had performed immortal
feats for the prospering of China; at present, she is still silently devoting all herself to the happiness of the
people.

To illustrate this wonderful and colourful treasure of China to the offsprings of Emperors Yan and Huang
and to friends of the world, we have editted this grand album The Grand Canal in Calligraphy and Paintings.

This album has collected the best works of more than 150 artists and calligraphers along the canal from
Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai and provinces of Hebei, Shandong, Jiangsu and Zhejiang. They have, with
painstaking efforts, tried to creat the most beautiful art in displaying the past and today of the Grand
Canal. Some of them portrayed the landscape along the canal in four seasons, some presented historical
sites and points of interests, some depicted the vivid images of scholars and heroes related to the
development of the canal, some portrayed legends, cultural relics and native products while the rest
extolled the labouring people who work day and night on the canal. This album can be regarded as the first
class art of paintig and calligraphy for its richness in content and variety in styles.

It is the very first time in China’s art circle that so many artists and calligraphers were gathered
together to work on the same theme and in such a short period. What was more commendable was their
enthusiasm, earnest attitude and desire for doing their best. Advanced in years as some of them are, they
still went dowm the canal to paint on the spot in spite of the intense heat of summer; some of them had spent
many ‘sleepless nights to improve their work. We would like to thank the People’s Fine Art Publishing House,
the Central Institute of Art, the Central Institute of Industrial Art, the China Art Gallery, the Academy of
Chinese Traditional Painting, the Beijing Art Academy, the Zhejiang Institute of Art, Rong Bao Zhai Art Shop
and local artists’ associations, academies and publishing houses in Shandong, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Tianjin and
Shanghai, without the efforts of all the above, the publication of this album would have been impossible.
Everybody has said, “It is the Grand Canal that has linked our hearts together.” Very true, the Grand Canal
has linked the hearts of artists and editors, she will, through the publication and distribution of the album, link

the hearts of the readers together. Let us do our bit in developing the Grand Canal and in carrying on the
culture of the Grand Canal.

May the ancient Grand Canal be young forever!

The Editting Board
January, 1988
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