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New Reflections on Nestorianism
of the Tang Dynasty
Summary

The Illustrious Religion (Jingjiao) is the name by which
a heresy of Christianity, i.e. Nestorianism, addressed itself in
China during the Tang Dynasty. It is now generally agreed
that the dissemination of Nestorianism in Tang China
constitutes the chief content of the early history of Chinese
Christianity.

Studies on the Tang Nestorianism can be traced back to
the Tiangi Reign (1621-1627) of the Ming Dynasty when the
well-known Nestorian Monument in Hsi-an-fu was
unearthed. Since then the researches concerning it have
continued through more than three centuries. During the first
half of the 20" century, the Chinese Nestorian Manuscripts
from Dunhuang were published in succession, thus making
Nestorian research a topical subject and leading to the
production of hundreds of relevant works by large numbers
of scholars.

This book is not intended for a comprehensive,
systematic discussion of the Tang Nestorianism. Rather, it,
based on relevant studies that have been, attempts to bring to
light some prevalent misconceptions made regarding
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Nestorian research, and meanwhile puts forward some views
of the author’s own. The author holds that the spirit and the
accomplishments of Nestorian missionaries who endeavored
to spread Nestorianism should be evaluated in realistic and
factual terms; that the ultimate failure of Nestorian
dissemination should be analyzed with an attitude of
understanding and sympathy; and that the fundamental
reason for Nestorian failure in China should be attributed to
the changes in religious policies of the Tang Dynasty.

. In this book some widely-used materials for Nestorian
studies are re-examined and restudied, especially with
misunderstanding and fabrication identified, and truth and
authenticity pursued. To misunderstanding, correction is
suggested; to fake materials, questioning raised. On the basis
of this, it is believed that traditional resources for studies of
the Nestorianism during the Tang Dynasty should be used
with greater prudence and special caution, lest mistakes
should be spread.

The book provides at the end a fairly comprehensive list
of major works on Nestorian studies over the last three
centuries, especially works of the 20% century. The
languages concerned include Chinese, Japanese and several
European languages.
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