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Abstract

Why do peasants rebel? If and when they do rebel,
how do they do so? What is the relationship between re-
bellion and culture? To what extent were rebellions linked
with secret societies in the Qing Period? These are some of
the questions addressed in this book on cultural tradition
and social rebellions.

Approaching the study of rebellions and secret soci-
eties in the Qing Period from the perspective of cultural
traditions marks a new departure in historical research. In
Chapter One, the author provides a framework for con-
ducting research in the field that includes the concepts and
aims of this approach, a survey of research completed in
China and abroad, and a discussion of related research
methodologies.

Both secret societies and secretive religious sects are
deeply rooted in specific cultures which provide the social
environment necessary for their survival. Chapter Two
deals with the influence of popular culture and beliefs on
secret societies on rebellions in the Qing Period, with a

particular focus on magic and religion, especially heterodox



beliefs and practices.

Chapters Three and Four explore cultural aspects of
secret religious sects in Qing China. First, the author
comments on secret scriptures, religious doctrines, and the
principle of “Overthrowing the Qing and Restoring the
Ming”[ fan Qing fu Ming]. Secondly, the author details
and evaluates the role of martial arts [ gigong ] and similar
cultural practices in secret societies and popular rebellions,
with a view to explaining how secret religious sects arose
and flourished over the period.

In Chapter Five, the author discusses cultural aspects
of secret societies. The author argues that the value of
magic, and particular ideas of “justice,” advocated by se-
cret societies had many different influences. Further, he
suggests that religious beliefs serve to tie secret societies
together, and that social customs such as feuds, and
“swearing an oath of alliance by smearing sacrificial blood
on the mouth”( sha zue meng shi,also play an important
role in secret societies and their rebellions.

Two striking features of cultural traditions are their
popularity and their continuity. Most of the concepts, be-
liefs, cultural symbols, and social customs that are to be
found in secret societies were in fact to be found widely
spread among the masses. The secret societies and rebel-
lions of the Qing era drew heavily on commonplace con-

temporary, cultural resources. Hence research on the rela-



tionship between secret societies and culture is not merely
of value for academic research but also for recognizing and

appreciating sources of “social protest” in our own time.
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