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Books Are Printed

A boy loved wandering and did not like to read any books. His
father shut him in a room angrily and had his food and drink sent to
him. The father asked him to keep his eyes and mind attentively on
books and told him that if he worked hard like this he would natural-
ly understand. Three days passed and the father went into the room
to have a look at his son’s lessons. The son said, “Father’s teaching
is extremely wonderful and reading books is really very benficial. 1’ ve
only read for three days, and I’ ve already understood in my heart.”
The father asked happily, “What have you understood?” The son al-
so said happily, “I always thought that the book were written with
writing brushes. After reading carefully for three days, I’ ve under-

stood that every page of the books is printed with printing blocks.”



Becoming a Vegetarian
A cat happened to wear some beads under his neck, which was
seen by a mouse, who said happily, “The cat has become a vegetari-
an.” He led his sons and grandsons to visit the cat and thank him.
The cat shouted loudly and ate up several mice continucusly. The
mouse ran away hurriedly and finally escaped. He put out his tongue

and said, “He is fiercer after he became a vegetarian. ”

Boasting
A man sad, “In my hometown, there is a drum. Every time you
beat it, the sound can be heard 100 /P away.” Another man said,
“In my hometown, there is an ox. [t drinks water at the south bank
of the Yangtse River and its head reaches the north bank of the
Yangtse River.” The first man shook his head and said, “Where can
this ox be?” The second man said, “Without such an ox, how can

that drum be overed?”

B

Books Are Printed
There was a young man who spent all his time loafing about, re-
fusing to read any books. This incurred the anger of his father, who
finally had him confined to a room with three meals a day sent to
him. His father enjoined that he should keep his eyes on his books

@ A If i5 a distance of 500 metres.



and apply his mind to them. If he did as he was bidden, he would
surely understand a lot of things.

Three days later, the father came into the room to see how he
was getting on with his studies.

“Father, "said the young man, “the instruction you gave me last
time simply work wonders. Reading books has indeed done me a lot
of good. 1’ ve read only for three days. Now I understand plenty.”

“Really?” asked the happy father. “What is it that you have un-
derstand?”

“Well, "answered his son with pride, “I’ ve always thought that
books were written with a writing brush. These three days I’ ve run
my eyes over them carefully. Now I understand that every page of
them was printed with printing blocks. ”

Shi Chengjin: Xiao de hao {It’ s Good to Laugh )

The Cat Has Turned Vegetarian

An old rnouse chanced to see a cat wearing a few beads round his
neck.

“Ah, ”s¢id the mouse with joy, “that cat has turned vegetarian.”

Thereupon, he brought his offspring along to pay a call on the
cat to express their gratitude. Not sooner had they appeared than the
cat gave a deep howl and devoured several mice in rapid succession.
The old mouse turned tail in the nick of time and made good his es-
cape. Stickirg out his tongue, he cried:

“My, my! That cat is even more ferocious after turning vegetar-
ian.

Xu Zichang: Xiao lin (Jest Book)



Talking Big

A man szid:

“In our village there’s a drum so big that when it is beaten, its
booming sound can be heard 100 /i away.”

Another man cut in with:

“In our village there’s an ox which has its head in Jiangbe: ©
when it is drinking water in Jiangnan®.”

The first man shook his head and said:

“There couldn’t be an ox as big as that.”

At that the second man retorted:

“If there’s no ox as big as that, how on earth can they get a
skin big enough to cover that great drum of yours?”

Feng Menglong: Xiao fu ( Treasure House of Funny Stories )

Translated by LLu Yunzhong
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@ Nortt of the lower reaches of the Yangtse River.
@ South of the lower reaches of the Yangtse River.
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THIDYA T, B— R AN EAE Ak W A5 B AR S0 At A?

1)One afternoon 1 went to school by bus.
2)One afternoon I was going to school by bus.
3)One afternoon I was riding on a bus on my way to school.

4)One afternoon, on my way to school, I got on a bus.
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