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The Forsytes Meet Philip Bosinney

J UNE 15th, 1886, was an important day for the For-
syte family. It was a day they would always remem-
ber. For the first time in twelve years, Old Jolyon
Forsyte, the head of the family, was giving an after-
noon party in his great house at Stanhope Gate. The
party was to celebrate the engagement! of Old
Jolyor’s grand-daughter, June, to Mr Philip Bosin-
ney.

The day was important for a different reason too.
Philip Bosinney, the man who planned to marry June
Forsyte, was going to change the lives of many people
in the Forsyte family.

It was four o’clock in the afternoon of that June
day in 1886. Many carriages? were making their way
to the house where Old Jolyon had lived for so many
years. Stanhope Gate was a wealthy and respectable3
part of London and Old Jolyon’s house was one of the
biggest in the district*. High steps led up to the front
door and the tall house seemed to look down on

1 engagement: {J8& 2 carriage: 2% 3 respectable: & A
BHH 4 district: X
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passers-by. Such a house made Old Jolyon’s position
in the world quite clear. Only a man of the greatest
wealth could afford to live there.

All the Forsytes lived in London at that time, and
they were all people of wealth and good taste. They
lived in fine-looking houses which they had filled with
beautiful and expensive things. The Forsytes were
collectors! ; they liked to own property? of all kinds.
Money was important to them for this reason. With
money, they could buy houses, old paintings and fine
china. They could dress in the most fashionable
clothes.

The Forsytes looked very fine as they stepped
down from their carriages and went into Old Jolyon’s
house. They walked slowly up the stairs to the
drawing-room.

It was a large drawing-room3, usually dark and
gloomy, but today it looked different. The light col-
ours of the womens’ summer dresses brightened the
dark walls and heavy furniture. The room was filled
with the sound of voices making polite conversation.
The younger members of the family moved from
group to group. The older Forsytes sat upright on hard
chairs or stood against the walls. They were thinking
of other family parties that had been given in this
room many years before.

Today, the Forsytes seemed even more
confident! and dressed more finely than usual. There

1 collector: lm% 2 pf‘opel"fy MF 3 drawing-room: EITT‘
4 confident. B{=89 .
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was a reason for this. As a family, they felt danger.
Of course, Forsyte girls had got married before and
some of them had married poor men. But the Forsytes
felt that Philip Bosinney was very different from them-
selves. And because he was different, they did not
trust him. They all knew that June was Old Jolyon’s
grand-daughter who would one day be a very rich
woman.

Who was this Philip Bosinney? Was he a rich
man? No, certainly not. He was a poor architect!
who did not even own a house. He lived in one untidy
room behind his office. Some people said Bosinney
was a clever architect who would one day be a suc-
cessful man. The houses he designed were unusual
and in good taste. One day these houses might be
worth a lot of money, but Bosinney did not seem to
care about that. He had no respect for property.

One of the young Forsytes had called Philip Bos-
inney ‘ The Buccaneer’. The name was a clever one
and now most of the Forsytes used it. A buccaneer
was a kind of pirate?, a man who took away other
people’s property. A buccaneer lived boidly3 and care-
lessly.

Perhaps the Forsytes were right to be worried.
Certainly, strange stories were told about this young
man. Bosinney dressed strangely too, more like an
artist than a respectable man of business. Some of the
Forsytes were artistic themselves; one of them painted
and one wrote pretty pieces of music. But all the For-

1 architect: F 2 pirate: BR 3 boldly. BNt
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sytes knew how to dress and how to behave well.

The Forsytes walked slowly round the large
drawing-room, talking quietly to each other and loo-
king across to where Bosinney stood. He was certain-
ly wearing odd clothes and there was something unu-
sual about his face too. It was bony and thin and his
hair was cury! and rather untidy. Bosinney’s brown
eyes shone strangely as he glanced round the room
from one Forsyte to another. There was a small smile
on his face.

Old Jolyon was glad to see the room full of peo-
ple. It reminded him of the old days. He and June
lived alone in the big house now and June would be
leaving it when she married. Old Jolyon found it hard
to believe that June was engaged. He still thought of
her as a little child.

Old Jolyon was not very happy about June’s en-
gagement to Bosinney, but the old man was too proud
to show his feelings. June had many strange friends,
most of them poor. Bosinney did not care about mon-
ey but that did not worry Old Jolyon too much. Old
Jolyon was much more worried because he believed
that the young man did not really love June enough. It
was for this reason that Old Jolyon had refused to let
June and Bosinney marry until at least one year had -
passed.

1 curly: RN
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Philip Bosinney Meets Irene

Owp Jolyon looked around the room in which the
party was being held. It was a room that he had
known for so many years. It was dark and the furni-
ture was heavy, but it was the room of a man with a
great deal of money and good taste. The walls were
covered with valuable old paintings and along the
walls were several large cupboards! with glass doors.
They were full of valuable pieces of china painted in
rich colours.

James Forsyte, Old Jolyon’s brother, stood by
one of these cupboards, holding a beautiful piece of
china?. He was turning it over and over in his hands,
trying to guess how much Old Jolyon had paid for it.
James was very tall and thin and he was carefully and
correctly dressed. Everything he ever did was done
correctly and carefully. He was, of course, a rich
man and he owned several houses, but spending mon-
ey made him feel unhappy and afraid. He never did
anything without a great deal of careful thought.

Near James, leaning against the piano, was

1 cupboard: /JME 2 china: ER

-5-



BADIREZRLYH (RERHEHFAT R)

A\

RN

\

The Forsytes walked slowly round looking across to

tood.

where Bosinney s
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James’ twin brother, Swithin. Swithin was tall too,
but he was fat and heavy. Swithin was not married
and he liked to spend his money on food, wine and
fine clothes. He always wore high stiff collars! be-
cause he thought they were fashionable. Today his
collar was so high that he could hardly move his head.
Swithin was also wearing two fine waistcoats? , one of
them was bright red and had gold buttons.

Old Jolyon looked at his brothers for a minute
and then turned his head slightly to look at his grand-
daughter, June. Like her grandfather, June was
standing very straight. She was small and slim with a
great deal of bright red hair.

June was not beautiful, but her red hair and blue
eyes made her look interesting. She always said what
she thought and, like her grandfather, she was very
stubborn3.

June was standing close to Philip Bosinney as
though she was trying to protect him from her family.
June felt that she and Bosinney were being inspected
and she did not like that at all.

One by one, the Forsytes came up to Bosinney.
They looked at him carefully, smiled, and then
walked slowly away. June went on talking to Bosin-
ney, but he did not really listen to what she was say-
ing. His light brown eyes glanced round the room
from one person to another. Bosinney showed no in-
terest in anyone until he noticed a tall, beautifully-

1 stiff collar: 3 2 waistcoat: D 3 stubborn:
Ry
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