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FISH
' In Jan 1992 a 324-kg bluefin tuna sold for $83,500
— almost $117/Ib — in Tokyo, Japan. The

tuna was reduced to 2,400 servings of
sushi for wealthy diners at $75 per

3:0F "] : serving. The estimated takings
EohHBLERGALB R B LB A GER from this one fishwere
7'%&%1.&%%.‘ﬂlfﬁ*ﬁ!—ﬂ%&%“&&, ] $180,000 .
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CUAI

The Caljt@¥nian
Spangled cat was originally
bred by Hollywood
scriptwriter Paul Casey, who
crossed various types to de-
velop a new breed of do-
mestic cat intended to re-
semble the spotted wildcat.
There are fewer than 200
specimens of the breed in
the world. In 1987 a Califor-
nia Spangled sold for
$24,000, to an anonymous
film star.
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PRODUCTION CAR
The world’ s most expensive pro-
duction car is the Mercedes Benz CLK/
LM, which costs $1,547.620 . It has a
top speed of 320 km/h and can travel
from O to 100km/h in 3.8 seconds. *
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MOST MOTORCYCLE

The world’'s most expensive
production motorbike is the
Morbidelli 850 V8, which retails
for $102,872.
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MOST VALUABLE BARBIE DOLL

The Mattel toy company celebrated the 40th anniversary of the
introduction of its Barbie doll in March 1999 by creating a one-off
customized Barbie worth $82,870. Produced in association with the
~diamond company De Beers, the doll was unveiled at David Morris
Jewsllers in London, UK, and contains 160 diamonds weighing nearly 20
carats set in 18-carat white gold. The train is secured by a bow created
out of diamonds centring around the letter 'B’. The bow itself can be
removed and worn as a brooch. A headdress, drop earrings and dress
ring, all made of diamonds set in 18-carat white gold, complete the
aquamarine silk outfit.
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WIOST VALUABLE STAR DOLL

Elizabeth Taylor and Jamie Lee Curtis are seen
here with a one-off Elizabeth Taylor doll featuring
27 dlamonds set in plgtinum. It sold for $26,000 at
on ‘duction. held-on 24 Oct 1998 fo raise money for
the Chiidren Affected By AIDS Foundation.
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MOST EXPENSVE YOYO

Cold Fusion and Cold Fusion GT yoyos, manufactured by
Playmaxx Inc, retall between $150—250 and are the most expen-
slve mass-produced yoyos in the world. There is also a special
version called Gold Fusion, which is plated with 24k gold and sells
for between $200 and $300. In 1998 Playmaxx Inc. generated
approximately $96 million in retail sales and was given the 'Craze
Of The Year' award by the British Toy Association. Yoyo champion
Yo-Hans is pictured publicizing his 1998 single Walk...(The Dog)
Like An Egyptian.
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MOST VALUABLE RUBIK'S CUBE

To commemorate the 15th an-
niversary of Rubik’ s Cube in 1995,
Diamond Cutters International pro-
duced the Masterpiece Cube, the
only limited edition Rubik' s Cube.
The actual-size, fully functional rep-
lica features 22.5 carats of amethyst,
34 carats of rubles and 34 carats of
emeralds, all setin 18-carat gold. It
has been valued at about $1.5
million. Professor Erno Rubik of
Hungary, who invented the original
cube, is pictured with an exampie of
his brainchild.
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PAINTING

Portrait of Dr Gachet by Vincent Van
Gogh was bought by the Japanese busi-
& nessman and collector Ryoei Saito at
Christie” s . New York City, USA, for $82.5 million in May 1990. It depicts the doctor into 4
whose care the dist8rbed artist was placed, and was completed only weeks before Van 4
Gogh's suicide in 1890. Irenically in view of the huge sums his works command today,
he sold only one painting in his lifetime.
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SIVE LANDSCAPE ARTWORK
The $23-million work The Umbrellas (1991) by Christo (USA) in-
volved opening 1,340 huge yellow umbrellas on farmland in
California, USA, and a further 1,760 blue umbrellas in Japan.
Christo, who has also wrapped the Reichstaq in Berlin, Germany,
in silver fabric, Is pictured with his wife and collaborator Jeanne-
Claude in front of another project, constructed from 13,000 oil
drums.
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WEDDING DRESS
Sabrina Battaglia (Italy) poses in a wedding dress costing $6 million, made for her
marriage on 7 Dec 1998. The most expensive wedding outfit ever was created by Hélene
Gainville, with jewels by Alexander Reza, and was valued at $7.3 million. The dress was
unveiled in Paris, France, on 23 March 1989.
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7 T CLOTHING
A model is pic-
" tured wearing one of
Madonna” s distinc-
tive studded bras,
which sold for $6,400
at Christie’ s .,
J London, UK, in 1997.
The biggest sum ever
paid for an item of
clothing belonging to
Madonna is $19,360, for
#1 Q corset designed by Jean-
Paul Gaultier and sold at
Christie’ s, London, UK, in May

1994.
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MOST VALUABLE VIOLIN

The Kreutzer, a violin created by
Antonio Stradivari in 1727, was sold for
$1,516,000 at Christie” s, London, UK,
on 1 April 1998.
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MOST VALUABLE EGG

Fabergé, the Russian jewellers, created
about 56 Imperial Eggs between 1885 and
1917. The most valuable is embellished with
more than 3,000 diamonds. In Nov 1994 jt
sold at Christie” s, Geneva, Swifzerland, for
$5,687,308.
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MOST VALUABLE JUKEBOX

The 1933 Wurlitzer Debutante Model
{pictureq), the world’ s first jukebox, was
sold in Cumming. Georgia, USA, for a

..fecord $45,903 on 27 June 1997. The
Wurlitzer company was founded in 1856
and.also makes electric organs and
planos. The most famous Wutlitzer Juke-
box Is the 1100, designed by Paul Fuller in
1948.
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MOST EXPENSIVE MASS-PRODUCED ASTRO LAMP

Lunar by Mathmos, the company which manu-
foctured the original Astro lamp since 1963, retails
at $488. The lamp, which comes in two different
colour combinations, is 80 cm tall with a polished
aluminium base and cap.
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MCST 4L JABLE GEM MODEL CAR

The Gem Prowler, which has been valued at $210.000.
was cut from the world’™ s largest amethyst —a rough
amethyst from Bolivia that started out ot 15,000 corots and
finished at 9,600 carafs. Its other components include 450
g of white gold and 18 carats of white and canary diamonds.
The windshield is carved out of rock crystal. It was created
by US firm Diamond Cutters International for Chrysler Ply-
mouth to inaugurate the launch of the latter’s new Road-
ster in 1997.
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MOST ALUABLE DECKED CHRISTMAS TREE

e On 5 Dec 1998 the world® s most expensive ever
decked Christmas tree was erected in the Place du
Rhéne, Geneva, Switzerland. It was decorcted with
baubles donated by Piaget International SA; their total
value was $8,885,588. excluding fax. Each contained
a fotal of 31 watches and 11 pieces of jewellery.
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BOOK
On 8 July 1998 an original copy of Geoffrey Chaoucer's Canterbury Tales
sold at Christie” s, London, UK, for a record.$7.394,400 — more than nine
times the expected price. The book was the fitst. major work priffted in England
by William Caxton, in 1477.
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MOST EXPENSIVE MILITARY AIRCRAFT

The world™ s most expensive mili-
tary aircraft is the US B2 Spirlt, which is
priced at $1.3 blllion. A long-range
mutlti-role bomber, It is cgpable of de-
livering -both conventional-ond nuclear
munitions, and has a number of sfealth
characteristics that enable it to pen-
efrate an enemy’ s defences without
being observed. these include its spe-
cial coatings and flying-wing design. The
B2 has an unfuelled range of 9,600 km,
and can carry a payload of 18.144
tonnes. It made its first flight on 17 July

-1989.




&

TOJe Bt 5T 2 S & B E AR - R

}}//,,".
h

. 3. 3:gk: 354

1909% 18129 . L1 dfatheb%
$Hr ~PHHFHIRL G 86—
3054 % b4, b LBEMRMA. B4
BER-LABLET. BA- L2454
19908 X ORI FAHATTITREREK
A-AXEP LR 70K b & _
RS AL T LT RE T

MOST VALUABLE BASEBALL

The highest price paid for a base-
ball is $3.054 million, including sales
commission, at auction in New York
City, USA, on 12 Jan 1999. The ball,
which was bought by Todd McFarlane,
had been hit by Mark McGwire in Sept

~""'1998 for @ major league record of 70

home runs in a season. It was retrieved
ot the game by a fan.




