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ABSTRACT

It is of great significance to make a thorough investigation of
the problem of “how to return to the reality”, to which is an-
swered by Wang Fu-chih or Wang Chuan-shan who is the critical
and last man of ancient Chinese philosophy. Focusing on the
problem of “what is reality” and that of “how to return to it”,
this thesis attempts to give a theoretical interpretation of Wang
Fu-chih’s philosophy.

For Wang Fu-chih, only by the paradigm of presence and
absence, not that of being and non-being, may the investigation
of authentic being-and-existence get its critical dimension, based
on which we can be free from enslavement by the false concep-
tion of being. The way of thinking based on being and non-being
always guides our thinking of being towards the world’s ultimate
foundation, which is a metaphysical way of study. but the hori-
zon of presence and absence can lead us to the world itself which
1s a practice attitude we hold. The starting point of Chuan-shan
philosophy, whose philosophical paradigm had been transformed
from “being v. nonbeing” into “presence V. absence”, is of
great significance for the deconstruction of the metaphysical
worldview during the ancient times.

The problem of “how can the metaphysical wisdom be possi-
ble”, as for Wang’s theoretical system, is that of “how can the

link of presence and absence” and therefore the problem of “how
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to return tc reality” is just that of “how to communicate presence
and absence” through present life-practice. In this perspective,
the metaphysical and the under-metaphysical, in its essential
sense, is not an objective one of fixed areas, but one depending
on the mode of subjective existence, that is say, the metaphysi-
cal is at first a kind of spiritual activity called Si (thinking)
whose way is from visible to invisible, while the under-meta-
physical goes from absence to presence by means of perceptual
practice,

Of the problem of “what is reality”, this thesis will make a
study from three aspects in the perspective of Heavenly Way
(Tiun Dao ) the debate on Principle (Li) and Material Force
(Q1), the clebate on Substance (Ti) and Function (Yong) and
the relationship between “the Unity of Principle” (L: Yi) and
“its decentralization” (Fen Shu).

The concept of Material Force (Qi), as a central idea in
Wang's system, whose expression includes the two aspects of
Yin (absence) and Yang (presence), always embodies a unseen
dimension which is the root of things in themselves, and there-
fore it means that the limits of the subject’s power, through
which we could understand the conception of Heavenly Way
(Tian Dao) and its basis. The realization of the Principle could
not be accoraplished without Material Force, because Principle is
the order of the existence of the latter. Wang Fu-chih refused to
consider the principle as “a transcendental one”, so the Principle
in his philosophy shows the things for themselves. Furthermore.
the function of Qi is for Wang Fu-chih that it could create all the
things, while that of Li is just accomplish and fulfill them. In



