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ABSTRACT

Yangming School is not only a doctrine, but also a thinking
movement. Along with the death of Yangming, various explanations
about Yangming school seemed to be more active. The late Yang-
ming School is the extension and spreading of Yangming School. The
spreading course from early to late Yangming School can be regarded
as 4 history event in the thingking development of Sung and Ming
dynasty .

Comparing with Yangming School, what does late Yangming
School exploit and develop? In other words, what is the linking point
between Yangming School and Late Yangming School? This is a
problem involved in many aspects. For example, “Innate Knowledge
ready made”, “The State of Having Neither the Good Nor Evil”,
“Returning to Quietness” and “ Advocating Quietness”, “Original
Substance” and “Effort”, “Alerting” and “Nature”, “Innate Knowl-
edge” and knowledge, “Satori” and “Cultivating” , etc, are the im-
portant problems in the field of late Yangming School. The study in
this book is centres on these problems on the whole. Through the
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two methods individual study and problem — history study, it
tries to discover how argumentation structure and language — system
of Yangming Xinxue are restructed and even replaced in the spread-
ing course of late Yangming School.

In the history of Chinese thought, Late Yangming School lasted
for more than 120 years. But there are about 100 persons who relat-
ed to the School (of course, the number is not strict in statistics) .
However, it must be said that the research — subject about Late
Yangming School has not been paid full attention by the domestic a-
cademic circles at present. Besides “the introduction”, this book in-
cludes 8 chapters which inquiry deeply but not thoroughly into all
kinds of philosophical ideas in Late Yangming School. If this book
has some new exploitation in the field of Late Yangming School, it

will be the author’ s unexpected result.
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