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“The peak that flew from afar” is how the peo-
ple of Hangzhou describe the small hill located near the
city’s Lingyin Temple (Soul’s Retreat Temple). The place
abounds in trees and secluded rocky caves. Now, one of
the caves opens to the sky and through this gap can be

seen what is known as the Gleam from Heaven
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Long, long ago there lived in a village in Zhuji

County of Zhejiang Province a young man by the name.

of Shiwa. He was both wise and strong, and skilled not

only in farming but in stonecarving.
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During the day Shiwa tilled the fields, but early
mornings and evenings he and other young people of the
village climbed a nearby hill with hoes, hammers and chis-

els to hollow out rocks and plant trees and flowers.
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< They did this throughout the four seasons and in
all weathers for several years, and while chiselling - the
rock ‘and planting, so that the hill was green and blos-

soming, they carved images of Buddha in the stone.
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In the same village lived Huamei, young and beau-

tiful as peony bursting into bloom. Her skill in embroidery
was unmatched in the land.
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Huamei spent her days with other village girls em-
broidering flower patterns for dresses which were the

delight of the people around.
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