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Y Unit One

Unit One

1. The Rich Man’s Sons

There was once a rich man who had two sons. They were good sons and
he bought a horse for each of them.

The two young men were very pleased with their horses, and rode them
every day. Every night they talked about them. They asked their father about
the food for the horses, and they asked him other questions every day. Each
brother liked his own horse better than the other, and sometimes the two men
got very angry. The house was a quiet place before the horses were bought, but
now it was full of noise.

Their father became very tired of all this.

One day he died, and the two sons wanted to know about their father’ s
money. They found a piece of paper and they read these words on it:

When I die, my two sons must ride from Londen to the New Forest. 1 give
all my money to the owner of the horse which gets to the New Forest last. I give
nothing to the owner of the horse which gets there first.

The two men read this again. They sat and thought about it for a long
time .

“We must start our ride to the New Forest,” said one.

“I don’ t want to start just now,” said the other. “You may start before

me if you like.”

“I"1l wait a litlle,” said the first man. “I’ 1l have my dinner before 1

”

start.

“1’11 start tomorrow,” said the other.
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They started their ride two or three days later, but they did not ride very
quickly. Each man wanted the other to get to the New Forest before him. So
each of them made his horse walk. When one of them got far in front of the
other, he tumed his horse and rode back along the road to London. When the
other saw this , he did the same. They never went near the New Forest at all.

One night they came to a hotel, got off their horses, and went in. They
asked for some food and two beds.

The two brothers looked very tired, and the man in the hotel said, “You
look very tired. What are you doing here?”

They told him about their horses and their father’s money.

“If my horse gets to the New Forest before the other,” said one of them,
“I shall lose the money. If my brother’ s horse gets there first, 1’1l get all the
money. So we never ride quickly. We’ ve been on the roads now for three
months. We shall never get to the New Forest. What shall we do? No one will
ever get our father’s money.”

The man went away to bring some food, but he soon came back.

“You can be at your journey’ s end tomorrow,”? he said to one of the
brothers .

“Oh no,” he answered , “I can’t believe that.”

“Yes, you’ll be there tomorrow, or even tonight. Change horses! Ride
your brother’s horse. Make it get to the New Forest before your own horse.”

Before he finished, the two men were running out of the hotel.

Notes

1. Each brother liked his own horse better than the other. FLE{H#& HE
KEHCOHS , AERXNF S,

2. You can be at your journey’s end tomorrow. PRATBA KR RERN A H i
T o
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Unit One

Comprehension Exercises

I. Answer the following questions:
1)Why did the father buy horses for his sons?
2)Why did the two sons quarrel?
3)How did the father feel after buying the horses?
4) What happened to the family after buying the horses?
5)Did the father write a will before dying?
6)What did the father’s will mean?
II. Choose the best answer:
1) The two brothers got angry sometimes because .
A. each of them liked his own horse better than the other
B. each of them wanted to own the horses
C. each of them believed that his own horse was not as good as the other
D. the horses were not very good as expected
2)The father became tired of the two sons because
A. the two sons didn’t listen to the father
B. the two sons quarreled with each other after buying the horses and so
the house was full of noise
C. the two sons were not kind to the horses
D. all of the above
3)The father left such a will that
A. he could make the sons know that one of the horses was as good as
the other
B. he could get the sons fight against each other
C. the sons could take some exercises
D. neither of the sons could get the money
4) Which of the following is TRUE?
A. The sons understood the father’s will at once.



e

ZiE(h) <~

B. The sons didn’ t get the main idea of the will.

C. The sons got started to the New Forest at once.

D. The sons managed to get to the journey’s end.
5)The sons stopped their journey for

A. some food and two beds

B. some advice

C. some help with their journey

D

. some explanation for their father’s will

2. You Never Know

Abe Rosten was a rich man but he always went to work by train. He
always sat with his friend Sam Stein. The two men were old friends, but they
did not talk very much. They read their newspapers.

One morning a young man got on the train. He sat near Abe and Sam.

As he sat down he said to Abe, “I’m sorry to trouble you, but can you
tell me the time?”

Abe looked up from his newspaper, looked at the young man, and then
looked at his newspaper again. He did not say anything.

The young man spoke again. “I’m sorry to trouble you,” he said, “but I
want to know the time. Can you tell me please? I haven’t got a watch.”

Abe did not look up. He did not take his eyes off his newspaper. The
young man became angry. “Why won’t you tell me the time?” he asked.

Abe said nothing, so Sam Stein answered the young man’s question.

“It’ s nine fifteen,” he said.

When the train came to the next stop, the young man got off. Sam and
Abe were alone again.

“What’ s the matter with you, Abe?” Sam asked his friend. “Why didn’t
you tell that young man the time? You’ve got a watch, haven’t you?”

.4 -
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Abe put down his newspaper and looked at his old friend. “I’ 11 tell you a
true story,” he said, “and you’ 1l understand. 7

“Last year,” he began, “I met a young man. He came up to me in the
street. ‘1'm somry to trouble you, he said, ‘but can you tell me where the
bank is?””

“He was a nicc young man so | said, ‘Walk along with me. I’ 1l show

1y 9

you. It’s on my way.

“We walked along and we talked. He told me about his life. He liked the
country. He liked flowers and birds. I thought he was a very nice young man.
When we got to the bank, I said, ‘Let’s meet again. Come to my house on
Sunday. I’d like to show my flowers to you. T

“He came to my house. I showed him my flowers. T took him inside the
house and we had a drink. Then my daughter, Ruth, came in. She and the
young man began to talk. Then he left. 7

“The next Sunday she went out with him again. He asked her to go into
the country with him®. And the next Sunday. She went out with him every
Sunday for six months. Then she married him. 7

Sam laughed. “That’s a very happy story, Abe. "

“Happy!” Abe cried. “Happy! You don’ t know what you are saying.
That young man had no money. He had no job. He knew I was rich and he
martied my daughter because I was rich. She is very unhappy with him. 7

~ “Oh, that’s very sad,” Sam said. “I’m sorry.” He thought about Abe’ s
story. Then he said, “but I still don’t understand you, Abe. Why wouldn” t
you speak to the young man this moming? He only wanted to know the time.”

“I don’ t know what he wanted,” Abe said. “I don’t believe anyone
now. I have another daughter, Rachel. If I speak to another young man, 1 may
like him. | may ask him to my house. He may meet Rachel. They may fall in
love. She may marry him.”

“But why not?” Sam asked. “Your daughter will meet a young man one

day. She will want to marry.”
.5 -
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“My daughter,” Abe said, “is not going to marry a man who cannot buy

a watch.”
Notes

1. s on my way. TR XFMITH
2. He asked her to go into the country with him.
country SR ARSI

Comprehension Exercises

I. Answer the following questions:

1)What’s the relationship between Abe and Sam?

2)Did they talk a lot?

3)What were they used to doing on the train?

4)Why did the young man sit beside Abe and Sam?

5)Did Abe say anything to the man? Why?

6)Why was the young man angry?

7)Did Sam tell the man the time?

1I. Choose the best answer:
1) Which of the following is NOT TRUE?
A. Although Abe was rich, he always went to work by train.
B. Abe always went to work with his old friend Sam.
C. Abe and Sam didn’t like to talk very much.
D. Abe hated talking to any person except his friend Sam.
2)Abe didn’t tell the young man the time because

A. Abe didn’t have a watch with him
B. Abe never told strangers the time
C. Abe was impolite always
D. Abe didn’t want to speak to another young man

-6 -
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3) Abe was not satisfied with the young man whom his elder daughter
married because
A. the young man was poor
B. the young man had no job
C. her daughter was unhappy with the young man
D. all of the above
4) Abe thought the young man on the train was very .
A. poor B. foolish C. impolite D. abrupt
5)Abe didn’t believe anyone any longer because
. the first young man cheated him
his daughter married a poor man and lived unhappily
. Abe was hurt by the first young man

UD.U:>

. any young man who was poor might be jealous of Abe’s money

3. A Free Lunch

“Good moming, gentlemen. I am Cardosa, at your service!”

The group he was addressing were all women, but that did not bother
Cardosa. He was proud of the English he had learned as a youngster. He spoke
rapidly, smiling all the time as he did so.! Unfortunately, he rarely understood
what was said to him,” but this did not bother him either.

The women stared at him, not sure if he was an official or a madman.

“Welcome to Lubango. Welcome to the Grand Hotel. Anything you want,
ask Cardosa!”

The leader of the group decided he must be an official. “We are here for
the conference, Comrade er...”
“Cardosa. C-A-R-D-O-S-A.I am an Angolan citizen’. Welcome!”
She looked at hin. He was clearly a European, probably one of those

Portuguese who had stayed on after Independence.
. 7 -



