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Of Studies

Studies serve for delight, for arnament™ ,and for ability. Their
chief use for delight, is in privateness and retiring? ;for ornament, is
in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgement and disposition of
business. For expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of particu-
lars,one by one; but the general counsels® ,and the plots and mar-
shalling of affairs,come best from those that are learned. To spend
too much time in studies is sloth;to use them too much for orna-
ment, is affectation;to make judgement wholly by their rules, is the
humour of a scholar. They perfect nature,and are perfected by expe-
rience: for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning
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by study;and studies themselves do give forth directions too much at
large® ,except they be bounded in by experience® . Crafty men cont-
emn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them; for
they teach not their own use;but that is a wisdom without them,and
above them, won by observation. Read not to contradict and confute;
nor to believe and take for granted;nor to find talk and discourse;
but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted,others to be
swallowed,and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some
books are to be read only in parts;others to be read,but not curious-
ly; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and atten-
tion. Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made of
them by others; but that would be only in the less important argu-
ments, and the meaner sort of books; else distilied books® are, like
common distilled waters, flashy things.

Reading maketh® a full man;conference a ready man;and writ-
ing an exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need
have® a great memory;if he confer little, he had need have a pres-
sent wit; and if he read little, he had need have much cunning, to
seem to know that he doth® not. Histories make men wise; poets
witty; the mathematics subtile® ; natural philosophy deep; moral
grave;logic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt studia in mores®
Nay there is no stond® or impediment in the wit, but may be
wrought out® by fit studies: like as diseases of the body may have
appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and reins;shoot-
ing for the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the stomach; riding
for the head; and the like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him
study the mathematics; for in demonstrations, if his wit be called
away never® so little, he must begin again. If his wit be not apt to
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distinguish or find differences, let him study the schoolmen® ; for
they are cymini sectores® . If he be not apt to beat over matters, and
to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him study the
lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind may have a special
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Of Boldness

It is a trivial grammar-school text, but yet worthy a wise man’s con-
sideration. Question was asked of Demosthenes” , what was the chief
part of an orator? He answered , Action. What next? — Action .
What next again? — Action® .

He said it that knew it best,and had, by nature, himself no ad-
vantage in that he commended. A strange thing, that that part of an
orator which is but superficial, and rather the virtue of a player,
should be placed so high above those other noble parts of invention,
elocution® ,and the rest; nay , almost alone, as if it were all in all. But
the reason is plain.

Wonderful like is the case of boldness in civil business. What
first? —Boldness; what second and third? —Boldness. And yet
boldness is a child of ignorance and baseness, far inferior to other
parts; but, nevertheless, it doth fascinate, and bind hand and foot
those that are either shaliow® in judgment or weak in courage,
which are the greatest part, yea, and prevaileth with wise men at
weak times. Surely, as there are mountebanks for the natural body,
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so are there mountebanks for the politic body; men that undertake
great cures, and perhaps have been lucky in two or three experi
ments, but want the grounds of science, and therefore cannot hold
out, nay, you shall see a bold fellow many times do Mahomet’s mira-
cle. Mahomet made the people believe that he would call a hill to
him,and from the top of it offer up his prayers for the observers of
his law. The people assembled; Mahomet called the hill to come to
him again and again;and when the hill stood still® , he was never a
whit abashed, but said, if the hill will not come to Mahomet , Ma-

1% . So these men, when they have promised

homet will go to the hil
great matters and failed most shamefully, yet if they have the perfec-
tion of boldness, they will but slight it over,and make a turn,and no
more ado.

Certainly to men of great judgment, bold persons are a sport to
behold; nay? ,and to the vulgar also boldness hath somewhat of the
ridiculous; for if absurdity be the subject of laughter, doubt you not
but great boldness is seldom without some absurdity ; especially it is a
sport to see when a bold fellow is out of countenance, for that puts
his face into a most shrunken and wooden posture, as needs’ it
must; for in bashfulness the spirits do a little go and come, but with
bold men, upon like occasiomn, they stand at a stay; like a stale at
chess, where it is no mate, but yet the game cannot stir; but this last
were fitter for a satire than for a serious observation. This is well to
be weighed, that boldness is ever blind, for it seeth not dangers and
inconveniences; therefore, it is ill in counsel, good in execution; so
that the right use of bold persons is, that they never command in
chief,, but be seconds and under the direction® of others; for in coun-
sel it is good to see dangers;and in execution not to see them except
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Of Ceremonies and Respects

He that is only real had need have exceedingvgreat parts of vir-
tue;as the stone had need to be rich that is set without foil; but if a
man mark it well, it is in praise and commendation® of men. It is
true that small matters win great commendation, because they are
continually in use and in note;whereas the occasion of any great vir-
tue cometh® but on festivals® ; therefore it doth much add to a
man’s reputation, and is(as Queen Isabella® said)like perpetual®
letters commendatory, to have good forms. To attain them, it almost
sufficeth not to despise them;for so shall a man observe them in oth-
ers;ana let him trust himself with the rest;for if he labor too much
to express them, he shall lose their grace, which is to be natural and
unaffected. Some men’s behavior is like a verse wherein every sylla-
ble is measured ; how can a man comprehend great matters, that brea-
keth his mind too much to small observations?

Not to use ceremonies at all is to teach others not to use them
again,and so diminisheth respect to himself; especially they be not to
be omitted to strangers and formal natures®; but the dwelling
upon” them, and exalting them above the moon, is not noly
tedious® ,but doth diminish the faith and credit of him that speaks;
and certainly, there is a kind of conveying of effectual and imprinting
passages amongst compliments, which is of singular use,if a man can
hit upon@ it.

Amongst a man’s peers,a man shall be sure of familiarity,and,
therefore, it is good a little to keep state. Amongst a man’s inferiors,
one shall be sure of reverence, and therefore it is good a little to be
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