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THE ADMIRALTY SPIRE

You will please pardon me, dear Madam, but I am a rude
and straightforward person, so I'll come right out with it: do
not labor under any delusion: this is far from being a fan
letter. On the contrary, as you will realize yourself in a
minute, it is a rather odd little epistle that, who knows,
might serve as a lesson of sorts not only for you but for other
impetuous lady novelists as well. T hasten, first of all, to
introduce myself, so that my visual image may show through
like a watermark; this is much more honest than to
encourage by silence the incorrect conclusions that the eye
involuntarily draws from the calligraphy of penned lines.
No, in spite of my slender handwriting and the youthful
flourish of my commas, I am stout and middle-aged; true, my
corpulence is not flabby, but has piquancy, zest,
waspishness. It is far removed, Madam, from the turndown
collars of the poet Apukhtin,! the fat pet of ladies. But that
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