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Summary

Qin, small attached tribes in Eastern part of Gansu Province during the Western Zhou Dy-
nasty, founded the state in the beginning of the Eastern Zhou, developed during the Spring
and Autumn and the Warring states periods, finally unified the other six states and founded
the first empire (the Qin Dynasty) in Chinese history.
The foundation of the first empire means the transition from the system of enfeoffment to the
system of empire in ancient China. As a speciality in Chinese history, research of Qin State,
Qin Empire and Qin Culture became the study concerned by many historians and archaeolo-
gists. By the archaeological materials about Qin, combined with ancient documents and re-
search of it, the author studies the process of origin and development of Qin Culture, upon
which explain the change in state system reflected by archaeological materials.
The paper consists of seven chapters.

Chapter 1
In this chapter, historical background of the study was established and concept of Qin Cul-
ture was defined. The history and present situation of study of Qin Culture were sum-
marized, the purpose and explanation theory of the paper was explained. It was pointed out
that the changes in both basic social organization and constitution of ruling class during the
transition from the system of enfeoffment to the system of empire in ancient China could be
reflected in archaeological materials. It is just from the point of view of the changes in both
basic organization and constitution of ruling class that the paper is going to examine and ex-
plain state systems of ancient China by archaeology.

Chapter II
The medium and small graves of Qin Culture were classified by their types, distributions,
periods and stages, upon which the development of Qin Culture can be divided into four stag-
es with their own characters.

Chapter III
The origin stage and form stage of Qin Culture (The late Shang dynasty and the Western
Zhou Dynasty) . Both the early Qin Culture and Zhengjiapo type Culture of the late Shang
dynasty were from the same ancestor. During the Western Zhou Dynasty, the early Qin Cul-
ture became a local type of the Western Zhou Culture. It is impossible that Qin Culture and
Qin People came from west, for there were differences between Qin Culture and ancient cul-
tures of the Northwest.

Chapter IV
The establishing stage of Qin Culture (Early and Middle phrase of the Spring and Autumn
period) . In the Spring and Autumn period, the ruling class in new occupied area was com-
posed of at least three parts. They are hereditary aristocrats by kinship originated from Qin
. 1 .



AX AEBHFBO AL EAE

Culture, military aristocrats according their military ability by selecting the best and the
original ruling class in the occupied area.

Chapter V
The steady developing stage of Qin Culture (The late Spring and Autumn Period and Middle
Warring States) . Although it showed its own characteristics distinguished from the other
states in the Central Plain during its development, Qin Culture also can be included in Hua-
xia Culture Sphere according to its main characters. The analysis of the typical graveyards
suggests that many people from different origins lived in the same independent district, but
the people from the same origins lived and buried after death together, kept their traditions
or adopted Qin Culture.

Chapter VI
The transitional stage of Qin Culture ( The late Warring States and the beginning of the
Western Han Dynasty) . The influence of mausoleum system of the Qin Dynasty upon the
mausoleum systems from the Han Dynasty on was disccussed. The military aristocrats by se-
lecting the best mentioned above became the main part of the ruling class of Qin Culture.
The analysis of Taerpo Graveyard suggested that many people from the different origins lived
in the same independent district, they didn’t buried together any longer, and perhaps didn’t
lived together also, they were banded by the geographical relation.

Chapter VII
Conclusion. The collapse of hereditary aristocrats by kinship, the transition from inheriting
aristocrats to selecting aristocrats, emergence of geological units and the culture’s embracing
and opening, all these are basic conditions for Qin to found an empire of centralism based on
the system of prefectures and counties. Owing to its special historical background during the
process of foundation and development, Qin possessed these conditions mentioned above ear-
lier than the other states, so Qin was in front of the tendency of the social development at
that time and finally unified the other six states, opened the new process of transition
from the system of enfeoffment to the system of prefectures and counties.
At last, it must be pointed out that as archaeological basic study, it can’t break away from
the intrinsic limitation of archaeology. The process discussed in the paper concerned the poli-
tics, the military, economics, material culture, ideological culture and all aspects and all lev-
els at that time, but the paper only explains the transition observed in archaeological materi-
als, and can t includes all aspects of the historical process. So the study of the paper has its
own limitation. It is, after all, an instructive exploration for revealing the process of the
Qin Culture’s origin, development and the empire’s foundation and the model of the transi-

tion from the enfeoffment to the empire in the paper.
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