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The Study on the Ethics of the Three Kingdoms

Abstract

China was from unity to division, then from division to partial
unity from the end of the Han Dynasty to the Three Kingdoms. The
Chinese traditional ideas of moral principle and ethics had a great
turbulence ard integration during that period. This book is divided
into five chapters. The author has observed and studied the Chinese
traditional key ideas of moral principle and ethics, the basic connota-
tion social influence and charge of loyalty, filial piety, benevolence
and righteousness in the first four chapters. The author has extend-
ed the study fields . studying the ethics through case study from the
Three Kingdoms to the Western and Eastern Jin Dynasty, even in-
cluding the whole ancient Chinese society in the last chapter.

The concept of loyalty still had a great influence on people’s ac-
tion in the Three Kingdoms. People were proud of being loyalty or
encouraged with being loyalty to each other. There was a general

knowledge that the loyalty means doing his duty, voicing his outspo- -
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ken criticisras before the monarch without considering the conse-
quences, not betraying his old master and sacrificing his life for his
master. What are the reasons for it? The first is the great inertial ef-
fect of traditional ideas. The second is the conscious advocation of
the rulers. Because of the two big ideas of reading the signs of the
time and benevolent in doing their duty to their parents, its empha-
sis had shifted.

Filial piety, we may say, was the lest — preserved and most —
influenced feudal moral concept. Whether it was from the cog-

nizance and advocating level of rulers or from the concrete action of

e

people from all walks, whether it was “substance cultivation ” or
“filial to dead cnes”, its showing was obvious. The greatest change A
of filial piety was the trend of emphasis on contents from emphasis
on forms owing to the influence of metaphysics at that time.

In general, the ideas of benevolence and the political form of
benevolence were the influence and effect of the policy of benevo-
lence. So Cao Cao, Sun Quan and Liu Bei founded Three Kingdoms
all using the way of pretending benevolence by force to seek hegemo-
ny when they set up their kingdoms. And they carried out the policy
of benevolence to build their state power in different degrees. At the
same time, the rulers longed for the power, and were tempted by
the adaptatility or flexibility in tactics. So the benevolence became a
fig leaf which was used t;) veil their ugly actions.

Righteousness had a distinct connotation and was paid attention

- to and was respected. People consciously or unconsciously distin-



_guished the great righteousness from the little rightecusness and jus-
tice from injustice in their actions. In order to carry out the righ-
teousness of monarch and minister, father and son, brothers,
friends, husband and wife, the righteousness in the Spring and Au-
tumn Period still had an important status. Its political ideas were
used to guide people’s action. At the same time, like benevolence,
all kind of base conducts often happened such as usurping the throne
and hitting political opponents. It was the main reason why the peo-
ple who lived in their kingdoms signed the decline of benevolence
and righteousness.

We can see the inference of filial piety from Shi Shuo Xin Yu in
Three Kingdoms and the Western and Eastern Jin Dynasties, and
know the great effort how to restore Confucianism in Jin Shu (Book
of Jin) in the early days of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, and understand
the idea of loyalty and filial piety in different times from the ap-
Eraisal of Ji Shao who was a feudal literati who was loyal but not fil-
ial.

This bock can be a reference for researcher of Chinese cultural
history and the history of the Three Kingdoms. It can be used as a
reference bookk for the option course of Chinese cultural history, and

the readers of high school level above.
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