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PREFACE

This collection of investigation reports is the companion volume of

Research on Guangdong Regional Ethnicity .

The book Research on Guangdong Regional Ethnicity , a study of
cultures of various groups of the Han people and the minority nationalities
in Guangdong, consists mainly of the following contents: culture of the
ancients and ancient Yue people in Guangdong viewed from a historical
perspective; the blending of Han culture with Nanyue culture since the
unification of Nanyue in the Qin Dynasty; and the formation of the three
groups, e.g.Guangfu, Chaoshan and Hakka, of the Han nationality in
Guangdong. It contains measurements and research conducted for the first
time regarding the physical character of the three groups, e.g.Guangfu,
Chaoshan and Hakka, in Guangdong, devoting much space to
discussions of the groups and the regional cultural traits in Guangdong
including anthropological studies of Chinese dialects and languages used
by the minority nationalities in Guangdong, exploration of traits and
changes of Guangfu, Chaoshan and Hakka cultures, researches on
cultures of Hong Kong and Macao which have the same ancestry and share
the conjugated cultural origin as Guangdong, and culture of the boat



2 FRREL BRI B ERA R

people as a group of the Han people. There are also separate chapters
dealing with the patriarchal clan system, which is so characteristic of the
culture of the three groups of the Han people in Guangdong, as well as
the hereditary lineage servant system attached to the patriarchal clan
system, which existed in the Delta region of the Pearl River until 1949
Based on group psychological tests and investigations conducted on
Guangfu, Chaoshan and Hakka people, the book offers a study on the
cultural personalities of different groups and an analysis of the cultural
factors that have played an important role in the rapid economic
development of Guangdong since the adoption of the reform and opening
policy so as to provide cultural interpretations of economical phenomena.
Changes of modem Guangdong economy and culture and urbanization are
explained in the light of historical data and present-day investigation
findings, which tend to show that the south-bound Northem Han migrants
in ancient times worked together with the local aboriginal to develop
Guangdong and that the new migrants today have made new contributions
to Guangdong.

Fieldwork is an important approach of anthropology, the science that
deals with the physical form and social culture of mankind, attaching
great emphasis to going deep into the midst of the folks and conducting
on-the-spot investigations and obtaining existing data of the contemporary
society by means of getting in touch with reality and direct observation.
In anthropology, emphasis is laid on synchronic studies so as to
understand the present social situation, but at the same time, it also
stresses the importance of diachronic research in order to trace historical

development of social and cutural phenomena. The Chinese anthropolo-



Preface 3

gists have always advocated and adopted the method of combining field
investigation with historical research, attaching great importance to

entirety and comparability .

We conducted comprehensive investigations in some communities
(or villages or administrative zones formerly known as production brigades)
in such cities and counties in Guangdong as Shunde, Dongguan, Taishan,
Guangzhou, Panyu, Doumen, Qingyuan, Sihui, Lianshan, Yangchun,
Chaozhou, Chaoan, Puning, Shanwei, Meizhou, Wuhua, and Jiexi
selected as our key areas for full-scale investigations and carried on
special investigations of some special subjects in some other spots, always
paying attention to the combination of the two types of investigations.
Investigations of the same items conducted on cultures of different ethnic
groups in different areas have enabled us to conduct comparative research
and analysis. The present Collection of investigation reports, which is
based the major findings of our investigations, has served as source and
reference materials for the book Research on Guangdong Regional

The first eight reports in this collection are based on investigations
conducted in the Guangfu region centered by the Pearl River Delta, the
heartland of which is Shunde. Invesﬁgat'wn Report on Sangma Adminis-
trative District, Xington Town, Shunde City provides a detailed descrip-
tion of the changes of the pond with mulberry embankment in Sangma;
development of industry and commerce; changes in the ways of life;
preservation of the patriarchal clan system; self-combing women ( celi-

batarian) and the custom of not settling in the husband’s domicile; fes-
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tivity and folk religious belief, and education and media.

Investigation Report on Zhao's Lineage in Fushi Administrative Dis-
trict, Doushan Town, Taishan City deals with Zhao's clan, descen-
dants of the royal clan of the Southem Song Dynasty, which, with its
extraordinary air of glamour of the dwelling place of Fushi, its large num-
ber of ancestral temples, its intact mechanism of clan autonomy in the
past, and the presence of large numbers of hereditary servants, large-
scale of clan activities and its strong clan-consciousness, can be de-
scribed as a vivid example typical of the patriarchal clan system preserved

in Guangdong.

Investigation Report “on Huang’ s Lineage in Nanlong Village,
Xiangyanhu Administrative District Fucheng Town , Taishan City intro-
duces a clan in a village with many relatives of overseas Chinese, where
there are many people who pursue school education coupled with a large
number of people who do business or work abroad and where the heredi-
tary servant system is practiced in the clan. The report mainly offers a

description of the overseas development of the clan.

S.H.Potter and J. M. Potter, an American couple of anthropologist,
conducted social surveys in Zengbu Administrative District, Chashan
Town, Dongguan from 1979 to 1985 and wrote a book entitled Chinese
Peasants ;: the Revolutionary Anthropology tracing the course of social de-
velopment in Chashan between the 20’s and the 80’ of the twentieth cen-
tury. The author of Social Economic and Culture Change in Chashan,
South China furnishes some new materials as a supplement and discusses
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the methodology adopted by the Potters. Also based on the same book by
the Potters, Investigation Report on Industrial Development Condition in
Chashan Town, Dongguan City is mainly intended to trace the industrial

development in Chashan.

Investigation Report on Nonnative Workers in Dongguan , Guangzhou ,
Sthui and Gaoyao is an anthropological investigation into the conditions of
nonnative workers in the central areas of the Pearl River Delta such as
Dongguan, Guangzhou, and Shenzhen and on the periphery of the Delta
region such as Sihui and Gaoyao, introducing the background of each of
the spot of investigation, carrying out integrated analysis of the features of
the nonnative workers revealed, and pointing out the contributions made
by the nonnative workers to the rapid economic and cultural development

in Guangdong.

Towns and villages in the limestone area in Qingyuan City are a key
poor area supported by the province or the city and one of the 18 poor
areas of the country. Survey and Analysis of Migrants in Limestone Area ,
Qingyuan City introduces the distress of the area, offers a specific
analysis of the problems involved in the migration of the population of the
area from the perspective of the economics, describes the life of the
migrants and puts forward some strategic proposals.

The Manner of Countrside Children’s Raising and Education in the
Pearl River Delta — Set Zhongcun, Houjie and Doumen Towns as Example
depicts great changes that have taken place in the raising, kindergarten
and primary school education of the children bom in the dramatically
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changing social environment brought about by the tremendous strides the
rural areas are making toward modernization and urbanization as a result

of the rapid economic growth of the Pearl River Delta.

The ninth to the eleventh reports are derived from investigations con-

ducted in Chaoshan areas.

Daniel H.Kulp , an American soeiologist and anthropologist, con-
ducted investigations in Phoenix Village, Chaozhou in 1920’s and pub-
lished Country Life in South China, the Seciology of Familism in 1925,
one of the important scholarly works that study China’s Han society from
anthropological and sociological point of view in early years. [nvestigation
Report on Trace Research in Phoenix Village , a follow-up investigation of
Phoenix Village based on Kulp’s, traces the historical changes in the
village in the past eighty years and reveals Chaoshan cultural traits.

Report on Xilong Adminisirative District, Liusha Town, Puning
City introduces Xilong, and old village which first came into being in the
middle and latter Tang Dynasty and which is inhabited by Du’s clan,
whose way of life, patriarchal clan and family system, folk religious
belief may shed light on Chaoshan culture.

Economic and Culture Change in Shanwei is a reflection upon the
economic and culture change in the newly-built Shanwer City since the

adoption of the reform and open policy.

The twelfth to the fourteenth are investigations conducted in Hakka
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areas.

Inwestigation Report on Wanwu Village , Lijiang Administrative Dis-
trict , Wenkui Town , Wuhua County is intended to describe the economic
life, patriarchal clan society, customs and practices, folk belief, educa-
tion, women's status and child bride of Wanwu Village, a Hakka
village, all of which clearly reveal traits characteristic of Hakka culture in
comparison with the above-mentioned Sangma Village in Shunde and
Phoenix Village in Chaozhou.

Hakka Folk Song Is a Distinctive Stvle in Hakka Culture , a rich col-
lection of beautiful Hakka folk songs, serves as a supplement to the above

report.

Guangdong used to be an important base for propagating Catholicism
and Christianity when they were first introduced to China, therefore
Western churches sent missionaries who knew the three major Guangdong
dialects to the rural areas to spread their religion. God ’s Wild Vineyard —
Investigation. and Thinking about o Catholic Village, Jiexi County
focuses on Shangshanzi Village, Shangsha Town, Jiexi County, a
village of Catholics which manifests the great impact of Catholicism on a
Hakka village and which may also illustrate the religious and cultural

contact and blending between China and the West.

The fifteenth and sixteenth are reports based upon investigations con-
cerning the minority nationality that were conducted by the undergraduates
of 1986 Class and 1988 Class of the ethnology majors in the Department of
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Anthropology, Zhongshan University in 1989 and 1991 respectively as
their exercitation investigations. They are modified and published here as
The Changes of Zhuang, Han, and Yao Nationalities in Xiaosanjiang
Town, Lianshan County and Report on Yao Nationality in Tiedong
Administrative District, Yongning Town , Yangchun City. Yao people in
Guangdong gradually withdrew 1o the mountainous areas in northern
Guangdong starting from the Ming Dynasty. The cultural traits of the Yao
nationality are still obviously preserved among the Yao people in Liannan
and other places, whereas the Yao people scattered in Yangchun have
been profoundly influenced by Han culture. Having lived together with
the Han people for hundreds of years, the Zhuang people in Lianshan

have accepted Han culture in many aspects.

Linguistic Materials is published here on the basis of materials the
author collected in the course of conducting his research project An an-
thropological Approach to Guangdong Language (See Research on Guang-
dong Regional Ethnithity, Chapter V).

We are greatly indebted to Lingnan Foundation in America for its
generous financial support to this research project which has made possi-
ble this large-scale fieldwork and research and the publication of our find-
ings. The board of directors of Lingnan Foundation has always attached
great importance to training young teachers and graduate students through
engagement in actual research work rather than to merely supporting a cer-
tain research project, an aim which we have never lost sight of. As a
matter of fact, all the teachers, young and old, and graduate students
have benefited a lot from this good opportunity of training, and young
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teachers and students have shown great interest in leaming the methods of
investigation. We sincerely regard the support from Lingnan Foundation
as a great contribution to the Department of Anthropology of Zhongshan
University as well as to the anthropological cause of China.

This research project was accomplished through collective efforts by
34 people who participated in the investigations, most of whom come from
the Department of Anthropology of Zhongshan University, among whom
are teachers Gong Peihua, Su Jianling, Shang Zhitan, Liu Zhaorui,
Zeng Qi, Wan Xianjin, Zhou Daming ( Department of Anthropology ) ,
Xu Luodan ( Department of Economics), Gregory E. Guldin (Depart-
ment of Anthropology of Pacific Lutheran University, U.S.A), Huang
Shuping, Chen Hua, Zhang Zhenjiang ( Department of Anthropology ) ,
Qiu Hongzhong ( Guangzhou Chinese Medicine University ), Zhuang
Yiqun, He Guogiang, Qin Deqing, Chen Yunpio, Wei Guiyao, Zhang
Yinggiang, Zhu Aidong, Luo Teng, Tan Yucui, Feng Yonghong, and
Zhang Feng ( Department of Anthropology ); graduate students Wang
Mingliang, Yang Jing, Zhou Yurong ( Department of Anthropology ) ,
He Jie, Cai Rongxin ( Department of Fconomics); and undergraduate
students Wang Peizhi, Lin Jungin, Xin Weixian, and Wen Zhichang
( Department of Anthropology ). Huang Shaokuan, a teacher from the
Department of Sociology, did some preliminary work. In addition to the
efforts of the authors, the arduous work undertaken by all those who par-
ticipated in the investigations also contributes to the completion of this
Collection. We would also like to extend our thank to He Jiaxiang from
the Department of English for the translation of the preface into English.



